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authorized by law. And the collectors aforesaid shall each receive two
per centum on all monies by them respectively received; and shall also,
respectively, receive the allowance of one hundred dollars, annually,
from and after the said last day of June next.

ApPROVED, May 27, 1796.

.CIB P. X XX V I.-An . .{let for the rt{ief and protection if .J1me-ricanSeamen.

SECTION 1: Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States lit America in Congress assembled, That the Presi­
dent of the United States,. by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate,b"e,and hereby is authorized to appoint two or more agents; the
one of whom shall reside in the king'<iom'of Great Brit~in, and the
others at such foreign ports, as the Presidentof the United States shall
direct. That the duty of the said agents shall be, under the direction
of the President of the United States, td< inquire into the situation of
such American citizens or others, sai¥ng, conformably to the Jaw of
nations, under the protection of the Amqrican flag, as have been, or may
hereafter be impressed or detained by any foreign power, to endeavour,
by all legal means, to obtain the release of such American citizens or
others, as aforesaid; and to render an account of all impressments and
detentions whatever, from American vessels, to the executive of the
United States.

_SEC.2. And be it furtlter enacted, That if it should be expedient to
employ an additional agent or agents, for the purposes authorized by this
Jaw,dnring the recess of the Senate, the President alone be, and hereby
is, authorized to appoint such agent or agents.

SEC.3. And be it further enacted, That the Presi-dent of the United
States be, and he is hereby authorized to draw, annually, out of the
treasury of the United States, a sum' not exceeding fifteen thousand dol­
lars, not otherwise appropriated, to be applied by him in such prop or­
tions as he shall direct, to the payment of the compensation of the said
agents, for their services, and the incidental expenses attending the per­
formance of the duties imposed on them by this act.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the collector of every district
shall keep a book or books, in which, at the request of any seaman,
being a citizen of the United States of America, and producing proof of
his citizenship, authenticated in the manner hereinafter directed, he
shall enter the name of such seaman, and shall deliver to him a certifi­
cate, in the following form; that is to say: "I, A. B., collector of the
district of D., do hereby certify, That E. F., an American seaman, aged

years, or thereabouts, of the height of feet
inches, [describing the said seaman as particularly as may be] has, this
day, produced to me proof in the manner directed in the act, intituled
" An act for the relief and protection of American seamen;" and, pur­
suant to the said act, I do hereby certify, that the said E. F. is a citizen
of the United States of America: In witness whereof, I have hereunto
set my hand and seal of office, this day of ."
AndIt shall be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, to file and preserve
the ~DIS of citizenship produced, as aforesaid: And for each certifi­
cate delivered, as aforesaid, the said collectors shall be entitled to receive
from the seaman applying fa"rthe same, the sum of twenty-five cents.

SEC. 5. And, in order that full and speedy information may be ob­
tained of the seizure or detention, by any foreign power, of anv sea­
men employed on board any ship or vessel of the United States, He it
further enacted, That it shall, and hereby is declared to be the duty of
the master of every ship or vessel of the United States, any of the crew
whereof shall have been impressed or detained by any foreign power, at

477

STATUTE I.

May 28, 1796.

Act of March
2,1799, ch. 36.

Two agents
to be appointed.

Their duties.

Additional
agents may be
appointed du­
ring the recess
of the Senate.
Appropriation.

Collectors to
grant certifi,
cates of citizen­
ship.

In case of the
impressment or
detention of
seamen, master
of the ship to
make a protest,
&c.

ralphwinterrowd2nd
Highlight

ralphwinterrowd2nd
Highlight

ralphwinterrowd2nd
Highlight

ralphwinterrowd2nd
Highlight

ralphwinterrowd2nd
Highlight

ralphwinterrowd2nd
Highlight

ralphwinterrowd2nd
Highlight



478

Master to make
a p~otest in case
of Impressment
of seamen.

Secretary of
State, and Sec­
retary of the
Treasury, to
trans mil this act.

MaBler of ship
to make oath be­
fore admission
to an entry.

Penalty on
masters of ships
violating thie
act,

Collectors to
send a list, &c.
to the Secretary
of State every
three months.

Limitation of
parts of the act.

STATUTE T.

May 28, 1796.

[Repealed.]
Act of June 5,

1794, ch. 45.
Act of July 24,
1813, ch, 24.
Act of Dec. 15.
1814, ch, 12.

Former duties
to cease, and
others laid in
lieu of them.

FOURTH CONGRESS. SESS. I. c-, 37. 1796.

the first port at which such ship or vessel shall arrive, if such impress­
ment or detention happened on the bigh seas, or if the same happened
within any foreign port, then in the port in which the same happened,
immediately to make a protest, stating the manner of such impressment
or detention, by whom made, together with the name and place of resi­
dence of the person impressed or detained; distinguishing also. whether
he was an American citizen; and if not, to what nation he belonged.
And it shall be the duty of such. master, to transmit by post, or other­
wise, every such protest made in a foreign country, to the nearest consul
or agent, or to the minister of the United States resident in such country,
if any such there be; preserving a duplicate of such protest, to be by
him sent immediately after his arrival within the United States, to the
Secretary of State, together with information to whom the original pro­
test was transmitted: A nd in case such protest shall be made within the
United States, or in any foreign country, in which no consul, agent or
minister of the United States resides, the same shall, as soon thereafter
as practicable, be transmitted by such master, by post or otherwise, to
the Secretary of State. . .

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That a copy of this law be trans­
mitted by the Secretary of State, to each of the ministers and consuls
of the United States, resident in foreign countries, and by-the Secretary
of the Treasury, to the several collectors of the districts of the United
States, whose duty it is hereby declared to be, from time to time, to
make known the provisions of this law, to all masters of ships and vessels
of the United States entering, or clearing at their several offices. And
the master of every such ship or vessel shall, before he is' admitted to an
entry, by any such collector, he required to declare on oath, whether any
of the crew of the ship or vessel under his command have been impressed
or detained, in the course of his voyage, and how far he has complied with
the directions of this act: and every such master as shall wilfully neglect
or refuse to make the declarations herein required, or to perform the
duties enjoined by this act, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred
dollars. And it is hereby declared to be the duty of every such collector
to prosecute for any forfeiture that may be incurred under this act.

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the collector of every port
of entry in the United States shall send a list of the seamen registered
under this act, once every three months, to the Secretary of State, to­
gether with an account of such impressments or detentions, as shall
appear, by the protests of the masters, to have taken place.

SEC. 8. And be it furth{r enacted, That the first, second and third
sections of this act shall be in force for one year, and from thence to
the end of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. '

ApPROVED, May 28, 1796.

CHAP. XXXVIl.-An Act laying duties on Carriagesfur the conveyance if
persuns; and repealing the former act for thai purpose. '

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
rif the United States of America in Conp;ressassembled, That from and
after the last day of August next, the duties laid by the act, intitnled
"An act laying duties upon carriages for the conveyance of persons,"
shall cease, and shall not thenceforth be collected; but in lieu thereof,
there shall be levied, collected and paid; the following yearly rates and
duties upon all carriages for the conveyance of persons, which shall be
kept by, o'r for any person, for his or her own use, or to be 'let out for
hire, or for the conveyance of passengers, to wit: For and upon every
coach, whether driven with- a box, or by postilion, the yearly sum of
fifteen dollars: For and upon every chariot, post-chariot and post-chaise,
the yearly sum of twelve dollars: For and upon every pheeton for the
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