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Greetings in the Name of our Great Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.

The purpose of the church gathered is to worship God, pray for His will to be done and to
exercise the many spiritual gifts God gives His people for works of service. The church scattered
is to bring glory to God by proclaiming the gospel, living exemplary lives, and applying Biblical
principles and a Christian worldview to all spheres of life. Overlooking the application of a
Biblical worldview to our culture and society can inadvertently allow moral decay to go
unchecked, as well as contribute to the common view that Biblical truths are irrelevant to
cultural issues, and that Christians in general are ignorant of matters important to the nation.

Although true and lasting change in any society will only occur through the sharing of the gospel
and redeemed lives, I believe the Bible has the basic truths and principles this nation and society
desperately needs. Because of this, I encourage Christians to engage the culture they live in to
demonstrate the trustworthiness of God’s word, consistent with our “salt and light” calling.

With that heart, this two volume set contains 42 lessons specifically targeted to inform believers
on a variety of societal issues from a Biblical worldview perspective. Though there may be
disagreement over the details in each lesson, the intent is to define an issue of current debate,
educate with reliable information, provide Biblical principles that apply, and outline various
options a Christian has to make an impact. As we sharpen each other in these topics, our role as
a Christian citizen will become clearer and clearer.

I commit this work into the Lord’s hands to use as He sees fit for His glory alone. For the
reader, if you desire more information, want to make suggestions, or provide feedback, feel free
fo contact:
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Topical Outline & Syllabus For a Series on
“Christian Citizenship”
(Subtitle: The Role of a Christian in Society)
Updated March, 2002

Part 1: Basics

1. Introduction (Matt 5:13-16)
"Overview of class purpose, content and assumptions. Are Christians responsible for the current state of
affairs in this country? What does salt and light mean?”
Handeut: Class Topical Outline & Syllabus
Handout: The World in Three Groups (Diagram)
Handout: Basic Presuppositions Relating to Christian Citizenship
Handout: What are the most common sources of information you use to be informed?
Handout: Commonly Asked Questions
Handout: Commonty Asked Questions (Answers)
2. Christian World View (Part 1) (2 Cor 10:3-5)
"What is a Christian worldview? Why do we not fight the fight and become involved in the issues of the
day? What weapons does the Christian use? What does he use them against?"
Handout: Is This Class Applicable to Other Countries?
3. Christian World View (Part 2) (1 Peter 4:7-11)
"We are living in the last days. Three eschatological views and their affect on our politics"
Handout: Summary of Major Millennial Views (Revelation 20)
Handout: Paradigm/Comparison of Conservative and Liberal Theology

Part 2: Historical Overview

4, Brief Historical Perspective (The Blurring of Charch and State}(Rom 15:4)
"Differences between Sacral nations, theocracies, and Christians in the spiritual kingdom of God. Short
overview of church - state development from N.T. through Constantine, Catholic Church, Reformation,
U.S. foundation, current Christian political movements"
Handout: The Separating of "Church" and "State"? (Diagram)
5. Is this a Christian Country? (Part 1){(Foundational Period) (1 Cor 3:10-15)

"Why is it important to know whether this country was founded on Christian principles? Why would
someone think this was a Christian country? Why not? The influence of Calvinist principles, Biblical
commands, and Western thought. The Bible in the Declaration of Independence™

Handout: Influence of Biblical Commandments On Laws of the Land (Ex 20:1-17)
Handout: Examples of Early Documents (Pre-Foundation of the United States)
Handout: Examples of Early State Governments Statements
Handout: Declaration of Independence
Handout: Basic Principles in the Declaration of Independence
6. Is this a Christian Country? (Part 2)(Post Revolutionary War Period) (2 Cor 13:5)
"Is Christ the focus of this nation, or has it been in the past? The growth of Pietismn, Darwinism,

Humanism, Secularism, and the view of the Constitution” '
Handout: Religious Affiliations of the Delegates to the Constitution Convention
Handout: Influences of Biblical Trnuths on the Constitution (Examples)
Handout: Judicial Principles from the Book of Proverbs
Handout: Judicial Principles from the Book of Proverbs (Homework Assignmert)
Handout: Supreme Court Justice Statements - Affirming our Christian Roots
Handout: President's Statements and Actions - Affirming our Christian Roots
Handout: Supreme Court Justices Statements - Beginning of the End



Part 3: Roles

7. Role of Government (Rom 13:1-7)
"Where does authority come from? What is a Christians' role relative to government authority? What is
: government's role relative to it's citizens? "
8. Role of the Law (1 Tim 1:8-11)
"What is Biblical law? Is there a hierarchy to it? What is the purpose and rightful intent of Biblical law
for the believer and unbeliever? What can we do relative to the laws of the fand?"
Handout: Atributes of, and Response to God's Word from Psalm 119
Handout: Is There a Hierarchy of Biblical Law?
9. Role of the Church (Eph 3:10-11)
"What are the church's general characteristics? What is it's role before spiritual and earthly powers?
What is its role amongst believers, to the surrounding culture, and in equipping believers in society?"
Handout: The Different Roles of the Church (Diagram)
Handout: Commonly Held Views of the Relationship Between Church and Society (Diagram)
10. Separation of Church and State (2 Cor 6:14-18)
"What does it mean to not be unequally yoked in a citizenship context? History of the "Separation of
Church and State’ debate. What role can churches play in political activity?"
Handout: Has Church and State Historically Been Separate?

Part 4: Specific Issues

11. Welfare (Part 1){1 Thess 5:14)
"What Biblical principles apply to this area? Historical perspective on American compassion. Historical
observations from America's early years. Historical lessons learned. Tips when talking to non-believers”
12. Welfare (Part 2)(Prov 4:27)
"Biblical balance is needed. What happened in the United States - swerving to the right and the left.
Modern trends in welfare and current status. What can we do?”
Handout: Selected Data on Welfare in the United States
Handout: Christian Work Virtue
Handout: The Oak Ridge Affirmations and Denials
13. Homeless (Prov 21:13)
"God shows compassion for the hoineless. Who are the poor? Who are the homeless? What Biblical
principles govern a Christians' response to believing and non-believing homeless? Practical items”
Handout: Who are the Homeless?
Handout: The Book of Proverbs on the Poor
Handout: Grace Bible Church Policy on Outsiders who Approach us asking for Material Aid
Handout: Some Practical Suggestions Regarding the Homeless
14. Voting (Prov 11:14)
"The need for godly advice. What is a Christians' role? How should we select those to rule over us?”
Haudout: Voter's Guide Discussion
Handout: Christian Surveys, Form Letters and Petitions
Handout: Communicating with our Elected National Officials
Handout: Prayer List for Those in Authority Over Us
15. Homosexuality (Part 1)(The Biblical View)(1 Cor 6:9-11)
"Can God redeem from this also? Is this sin any worse than any other? Biblical references and truths
concerning homosexunality”
16. Homosexuality (Part 2)(Psalm 11:3)
"God's pattern for us. Is acceptance of homosexuality a sign of God's judgment? What tactics are
employed by the gay community and what should our response be? What actions can we take?"
Handout: Homosexuality - Three Key Secular Lies and the Actual Truth
Handout: Homosexuality: The Results of an Immoral Lifestyle
Handout: Homosexuality: Tactics and Counter-Tactics ‘
Handout: Selected Effects and Responses to Tactics Used by the Homosexual Community



17. Animal Rights (Prov 12:10)
"Is this an important topic? What's our relationship to animals? Are animals important? Why were they
created? Do animals have rights? Current animal rights theology. Will there be animals in heaven?"
Handout: Animals of the Bible
Handout: What Animals Teach Us (Selected Examples)
Handont: Animal Rights: Family Discussion Questions
Handout: Animal Rights: Discussion Questions (Answers)
Handout: What Animals Teach Us (Selected Examples for Self Study)
18. Medical Ethics - Preliminaries (Psalm 139:14; Gen 1:26-27) :
"God's truths are our sure source of answers. We are fearfully and wonderfully made. Our days are
numbered. Sanctity of life. When does life begin? When does physical death occur?”
Handout: Medical Ethics - Homework Questions to Think About
Handout: Medical Ethics -- What is Life and Death?
19. Eathanasia (Part 1){(Prov 31:6-7)
“Basic definitions. Selected statistics in this area. What secular reasons are given to justify euthanasia?
‘What Biblical principles can be applied?"
Handout: Hippocratic Oath
20. Euthanasia (Part 2){(Prov 31:6-7)
"What is the difference between "ending life,” "prolonging death," and "allowing to die?™ What are
"extraordinary methods?" What are some practical considerations about living wills?”
Handout: Decision Guiding Matrix
21. Taxes (Rom 13:6-7)
"What Biblical principles apply to taxation, tithes and freewill offerings? What principles should guide
secular governments? Income tax history in the US. What can we do?"
Handout: Some Basic Tax Statistics
22. Capital Punishment (Rom 13:2-4)
“Why this is a controversial subject? Common reasons to justify capital punishment. What Biblical
principles apply? Some historical notes on the subject. What should Christians do?"
Handouat: Death Penalty Under the Mosaic Law )
Handout: Capital Punishment (Death Penalty) - Some selected Statistics & Information
Handoat: Discussion Questions conceming Capital Punishment
23. Gambling — Some Biblical Principles (Prov 28:20)
"Historical backgroumd. What constitutes gambling? Some statistics, current trends, and net effects.
What Biblical principles apply and what findamental issues are at stake. Is gambling a sin?"
Handoat: Gambling - Background Information
Handont: Homework: Discussion Questions concerning Gambling
Handout: What’s wrong with the following Statements?
24. Extraterrestrials (2 Cor 11:1-4; 2 Thess 2:9-10)
"Why this is an important topic? Explanations offered by the world. Biblical perspective, including why
the universe is so large, the role of Satan, occult and "New Age" associations and our response”
Handout: Extraterrestrials - Study Review Questions
Handout: Discussion Questions Concemning Extraterrestrials
Handout: USAF Fact Sheet 95-03: Unidentified Flying Objects and Air Force Project Blue Book
25. Movies and TV (Psaim 119:37)
“What Biblical principles apply to these very influential forms of entertainment®? What hidden dangers
should we be aware of? What positive aspects are there? What are some practical things we can do?”
Handout: The Motion Picture Production Code of 1930 (Hays Code)
Handout: TV Rating Guidelines
Handout: One Families Covenant Together About Watching Movies
Handout: Movie & TV Evaluation Sites (Intermet)
Handout: Disney Fact Sheet — Why American families should Boycott Disney (example)
Handout: Guidelines in writing a Letter to Advertisers and Media Executives
Handout: Federal Obscenity & Indecency Laws
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions and Statements Concerning Movies and TV



26. New Genetics/Genetic Engineering (Gen 1:11-12; 24-25)
“What is rDNA and cloning? Are transgenic organisms here today? Should man create new species?
What Biblical principles apply to this exploding area of technology? What should Christians do?"
Handout: Genetic Engineering: Some Basics
Handout: Representative Issues Spawned by Genetic Engineering Technology
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions
27. Abortion (Gen 1:26a,27)
“The abortion issue frames clearly the way of Satan (death) and the way of Christ (life). When does
human life begin? Is the Pro-Life movement new? Arguments & rebuttals. What can we do?”
Handout: Responses to Arguments Justifying Abortion (Representative)
Handout: Human Development Before Birth
Handout: “Roe v. Wade” Supreme Court Decision (1973)(Summary of Key Aspects)
Handout: Other Relevant Legal Actions
Handout: Some Selected Statistics on Abortions
Handout: Discussion Questions
Handout: What if anything can we do?
28. Christian Financial Solicitations (2 Cor 10:3-5)
“Are Para-Church organizations justified? Do Christian organizations sometimes use the weapons the
world uses in order to achieve their goals? How should we be good stewards of God’s gifts to us?”
Handout: What, if anything, should a Christian do concerning Solicitations from Christian
Organizations?
29. Environmentalism (Rom 8:20-21)
“What are the roots of today’s environmental movement? Are Christians to blame for the current
problems? What Biblical principles apply to contemporary issues? What, if anything should we do?”
Handout: What are Proper Responses to Claims of Environmentalists?
Handout: Family Discussion Questions
30. Art (Phil 4:8)
“What is art? Does God condone or condemn it? What basic questions should we ask ourselves about
art? What are the current controversies concerning government involvement in art?”
Handout: Family Discussion Questions
31. Justice (Prov 17:15; 24:23-25)
“Justice is the foundation of any society - what is our based upon? Biblical justice addresses at least three
relationships. What has affected how justice is applied in this country? What impact can we have?
Handout: Family Discussion Questions on Justice
Handout: Selected Judicial Principles Derived From the Book of Proverbs
32. Is There a Just War? (Eph 6:11-12)
“Will war ever cease? Have there ever been just wars? Are there any now? What does the N.T. say about
war? How did “Just War” theory develop? Should Christians participate in wars, just or not?”
Handout: Principles of a “Just War”
Handout: Can War be Limited?
Handout: Is There a Just War - Homework Exercise
Handout: Discussion Questions
33. Creation/Evolution (Ex 20:11; 31:17)
“Are theories of origins provable? How many are there? Does Genesis 1 have to be read and interpreted
literally? Can evolution and the creation accousit be reconciled? What is the big deal?”
Handout: Some Selected Evidences for Creation
Handout: Evidences Cited for Evolution and Some Rebuttals
Handout: The Six Days of Genesis One
34. Illegal Aliens (Prov 18:23)
“What is a proper Christian response to illegal aliens within this country? What responsibility do we have
to help those from other countries that are less fortunate? What is the proper governmental role?”
Handout: Some Selected Issnes and Information Associated with this Subject
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions



35. Jury Duty (Prov 17:15)
“ Should Christians be jurors? What is the Biblical approach to justice in this world? How did the jury
develop into our present system? Is jury nullification a valid Biblical principie?”
Handout: Historical Documents Guaranteeing Jury Trial
Handout: Selected Quotes on Jury Right to Judge the Law as Well as the Evidence
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions
36. Hate Crimes (Matt 22:37-39)
“Are Hate Crimes just PC, ot is there a Biblical basis for them? What principles should govern the
application of justice? What implications come from a Hate Crimes mentality? What do we do7”
Handout: U.S. Department of Justice Hate Crime Data Collection Guidelines (UCR)
Handout: Pending California Legislation Concerning “Hate Crimes™
Handout: State of California Guidelines for the 1dentification of Hate Crimes
Handout: Selected “Hate Crime™ Statistics (FBI Uniform Crime Reports)
Handout: Number of Offenses in 1996 by Type
Handout: Commonly Heard Issues about Hate Crimes
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions Concerning Hate Crimes
37. Multi-Culturalism (Gal 3:27-28)
“What is the Mulii-Cultural movement? Are all who oppose mutlti-culturalism racist? Are be becoming
Balkanized? What're the implications of the multi-cultural movement and what is a Christian response?”
Handout: United States Immigration Patterns
Handout: United States Limitations on Immigration
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions
38. Gun Control (Eph 6:10-12)
“Biblically, can we defend ourselves with lethal force? What Biblical arguments are used to reject gun
ownership? What should be a Christian’s response to gun centrol legislation?
Handout: Selected Litany of Issues Swrrounding Gun Control
Handout: Selected Statistics and Facts
Handout: Excerpts from “More Guns, Less Crime — Understanding Crime and Gun-Control
Laws” by John R. Lott
Handoeut: Misc. Information Relating to Gun Control
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions
39. Stem Cells (Rom 3:8)
“What exactly is a stem cell? Are frozen embryos human beings? Is the “in vitro ” fertilization process
justifiable? How do Biblical sanctity of life principles apply to this issue? What are we to do?”
Handout: Selected Stem Cell Issues (Claims and Rebrttals)
Handout: Text of President Bush’s speech on Stem Cell Research, 9 August, 2001
40. Slavery (Eph 6:5-9)
“What does the Bible teach concerning slavery? Is the practice of slavery condoned or condemned in
scripture? Does slavery still exist in the world? Why is this topic germane to us today?”
Handout: Old Testament Laws Regulating Slavery
Handout: Race in America: A historical timeline (excerpt from World magazine Sept/Oct *01)
Handout: Slavery: Definitions & Examples
Handout: Examples of Reparation Actions in the Past
Handout: Reparations for Slavery (Arguments for and Against)
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions
41. Prayer in Government Schools (Matt 6:9-13; 1 Thess 5:17-18)
“What are the arguments for and against prayer in government schools? What legal actions are being
tried? What historical insights exist? What position should a Christian take on this issue?’
Handout: Prayer in Government Schools “Issues Map”
Handout: Religion in the Public Schools: A Joint Statement of Current Law (A.C.L.U.)
Handout: A Partial Treatment on Biblical Principles on Prayer
Handout: Prayer Given Before Kansas State Legislature
Handout: Excerpts from State Constitutions Relating to God (all 50 States)
Handout: Common Arguments For and Against Government Schoot Prayer



Handout: Attempted Constitutional Amendments
Handout: Internet Poem Attributed to a ‘kid in Arizona” — author unknown
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions
42, Near Death Experiences (2 Cor 12:2-5)
“Are NDE’s something Christians should be knowledgeable about, or just write off as New Age? Are
there Biblical examples of NDE? Is an NDE validated if it results in a person coming to Christ?”
Handout: Common Characteristics Purportedly Experienced During NDE’s
Handout: Alternative Explanations Put Forth by Researchers
Handout: Homework: Discussion Questions



Session #1: Introduction
(Session Outline)

"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
by men” (Matt 5:13; also Mk 9:50 & Luke 14:34,35)

"You are the light of the world. A city on the hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven" (Matt 5:14-16)

1. Introduction - Are Christians responsible for the current state of affairs in this country?
o Christians have a dual citizenship (vertical and horizontal perspectives)
0 Why should Christians be equipped for dual citizenship?
o There may be strong differences of opinion within this class, be humble towards each other (Rom 14)
o General outline of course of study (seec Handout: Syllabus)
2. Basic Class Assumptions
o The Bible provides the source of truth to govern our practice in exercising our faith (2 Tim 3:16-17)
o Jesus addressed Himself to the issues of the day (Matt 19:1-2; 22:15-22; John 19:8-11; Luke 13:22)
o There are two distinct world views: God centered and man centered
o Though here is increased expression of moral decline, it has not yet reached its full potential expression
o We can’t force men to believe, but we can demonstrate faith in our lives with the giftedness God provides
0 We don’t live in a theocracy like O.T. Israel but it is pluralistic :
o No guarantee America will be brought to a level of righteousness far above its present (Eccl 7:10,14)
o Change can occur as a result of faithful labor (Jer 29:7; 1 Tim 2:1-4; James 5:16)
0 Personal lives, our family and our immediate environment
o The laws of this nation (punish the evil doer, commend the good)
o Selecting and influencing those in authority over us
0 Remember, Sodom & Gomorrah would not have been destroyed if 10 righteous were there
3. What does it mean to be Light - disperses darkness; illuminates everything; provides warmth; symbolic of:
o0 Jesus Christ Himself (Rev 21:11) and as illuminator of men (John 1:4,5,9; 3:19)
o God's truth (Psalm 119:105; Isa 51:4; Prov 6:23) and dwelling place (1 Tim 6:16)
0 Guidance of God (Job 29:3; Psaim 112:4; Isa 58:10) and men (Rom 2:19)
o Salvation (1 Peter 2:19) and God's favor (Psalm 4:6)
o Righteousness (Rom 13:12; 2 Cor 11:14-15; 1 John 2:9,10)
o Prosperity and well being (Esther 8:16; Job 18:18; Isa 58:8-10)
0 Believers (Luke 16:8)
o The truth of the gospel (2 Cor 4:4) and the knowledge of the glory of God (2 Cor 4:6)
o What good is it if it is hidden?
4. What does it mean to be Salt - Preserves; seasons; symbolizes purity; fertilize soil; antiseptic; useless if not used;
makes on thirsty; symbolic of:
o Covenant between God and His people (Num 18:19; Chron 13:5; Lev 2:13; Ezra 6:9)
o Brotherly peace amongst believers (Mark 9:50)
o Spiritual health, vigor, and character (Matt 5:13; Mark 9:50)
0 Wisdom displayed in a believer's speech (Col 4:6)
o Healing (2 Kings 2:20)
o God's judgment (Gen 20:26)
o Faith without works is dead (James 2:17)
5. Both Salt & Light speak to Christians influence in society in every sphere of work and involvement
o Preserve the land and maintain peace (Jer 29:17)
o Demand justice, godly leaders, punishment of evil doers (Rom 13:1-7)
o Engage society in the issues confronting us (Biblical truths, facts, consequences, standards...)
o Most people try to do what is “right” - God’s standard of righteousness must be held high
6. Are we like men of Issachar (1 Chron 12:32) who "Understood the times and knew what Israel should do?"



The World in Three Groups
(and a two pronged approach to them)

Non-Elect
(Goats who
hate Sheep)

Most People
(Goats and
Future Sheep)

They're Sheep)

Influence

(Be "Salt") quee”’

Generically there are three types of people
o The elect (sheep) that are believers
o The non-elect (goats) that hate believers
o The rest (goats and elect) with the elect not
yet believers
Two pronged approach to the world
o Direct evangelism (witnessing, missionaries, etc.),
being the "light" God calls us to be
o Influencing the culture (society) for good,
improving the environment, restraining evil,
setting an example, working for peace,
compassion for those in need, being stewards
for God's common grace, etc. Being the "salt"
God calls us to be (eventually allows for sharing
the gospel)



"What are the most common sources of information you use
to be informed about current local and national issues?"

a. Mass Media?

b. Organizations/Newsletters?

¢. Personal Contacts?

d. Subscriptions?

¢. Internet Sites?

f. Other?




Basic Presuppositions Relating to
Christian Citizenship

1. The Bible is the ultimate source of truth in all matters of faith and practice (Prov 30:5a; Heb 4:12-13; 2
Tim 3:16-17)

a. "Practice" includes all spheres of life, not just those relating to worship and ministering to
family and the church, persenal trust in God through all circumstances, etc

b. It includes our secular work, involvement in society, voting, civic duties, etc

2. Fundamental, eternal changes in a person's nature can only come through the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ and the action of the Holy Spirit (Rom 12:2)
a. Only through Christ can we obtain a new nature (1 Cor 6:9-11; Col 3:5-11)
b. Man’s works, no matter how noble, will not secure God’s granting of a renewed condition (Eph 2:8-9)
3. Changes in a person's thinking and behavior (whether they are Christians or net) can come about thru:

a. The example of others (both good and bad)

b. Formal and informal education and instruction (raising children; applying or removing ethical
standards from the public schools; facts; respect for Biblical morals even though the authority may
not be accepted)

<. Discussions (compelling arguments; logical constructs; emational appeais; antidotal stories)

d. Observation (witnessing of effects of decisions (both poor and good), recklessness, rewards, etc)

e. Experience (affected personally by own actions, decisions, or by others)

f. Definition and enforcement of public laws (providing standards of behavior and actions)

g. Guilt due to one's own conscience

h. However: there are limits as to the degree of change that can or will occur

4. Most non-believers (and the nominally Christian) will try to be morally "good" according to their own
standard (Rem 2:12-16), and influenced by "3" above
5. God has revealed His moral standards and expectations for both believers and for humanity at large
a. Before the fall:
o The sanctity of life was to be maintained (Gen 1:27,28)
o The sanctity of marriage was to be preserved (Gen 2:23,24)
o Man was given dominion over the earth (Gen 1:28; 2:15)
o an was made aware of his accountability to an almighty God (Gen 2:16)
b. After the fall:
o The law of Moses was given to His people for their good, and as a testimony to the world
(Det 4:5-8; Psalm 96:1-13; 98:2.3)
o Man's conscience continues to display the requirements of the law (Rom 2:14-15) and the
existence of a mighty God that he is accountable to (Rom 1:20)
Because of this:

a. It is observable that turning from God’s moral and visible truths (violating them, and our own
conscience) will result in adverse consequences (Joshua 1:7 principle)

b. Objective data and information (as well as observation) will generally show the horrible
consequences of sin (Deut 28:1-68), e.g.:

o Crime rate (all types, violent and non-violent); suicides
o Rise of welfare & other entitlement program that are disincentives to personal responsibility
o Teenage pregnancy rates; abortion rates; unwed mothers; divorce rates
o Drug usage; sexually transmitted disease rates; AIDS incidence
o School drop out rates; SAT scores
6. Wisdom weuld dictate that Christians are called to be watchmen for the people of this nation
(Ezek 3:16-21; 33:7-9)

a. Though in the O.T. the watchman role was directed to the people of Israel (who were wicked), the
principle applies in this nation to warn people of their sins. The equivalent within the body of
Christ is the elder's role (Heb 13:17; Eph 5:11)

b. However, we know the laws of the land are a mere shadow of God's perfect standard for our lives

c. But, through the law, people are made aware of the standard they are to keep (Rom 7:7; 1 Tim 1:8-11)



d. And, through the law, people are shown that they cannot meet the standard, which then may draw
them to the only hope they have: Jesus Christ (Gal 3:24)
e. By loving our neighbor as ourselves, and pursuing our salt and light calling in manifest ways, we
influence the peace and prosperity of the land, and belp maintain an environment conducive to the
spread of the gospel (Matt 5:13-14; 22:39; Jer 29:7;
7. Christians, in general, appear to have withdrawn from the public arena and have become 1ess visible in
npumber and hence in influence
a. “Separation of church and state” concept artificially limits the influence of the church proper, and
leadership specifically in addressing national sins (of leadership or laws)
b. Church leadership has withdrawn from addressing cuitural issues directly by not encouraging active
believer invoivement (“holy huddle” syndrome)

¢. Imbalance of “social gospel” or political apathy has polarized many believers from Biblically based
involvement in engaging the culture

8. Many Christians shy away from exposing gross sin in the public arena because of a fear of man and the
consequences that will result (greater fear of man than God). For example:
a. Domestic partner ordinances are becoming widespread; traditional marriage is scorned
b. Non-discrimination based upon sexual orientation, including same sex marriages
¢. Tax dollars being used to support: abortions; ungodly public school system; destructive welfare

and related entitlement programs; tobacco industry; multi-culturalism; ungodly/blasphemous art;
pornography; embryonic stem cell research; gambling; etc

d. Fear of being labeled as: intolerant; bigoted; homophobic; narrow-minded; ignorant; uneducated;
prudish; insensitive; or worse
9. Many Christians believe they do not have a right to tell another person what is good or bad (right er
wrong) if it does not affect them personzlly. However;

a. Another person’s decisions and actions can eventually affect us directly (homosexual legislation
and our business)

b. If we do not give the standard, who will?
c. All laws are based upon some moral standard - whose will it be, and based upon what?
d. Mis-diagnosed causes of problems will result in wrong solutions being applied (welfare example
and the resulting costs being born by taxpayers)
e. The essence of evangelism is to show a person their desperate need for a savior from their own
sin (God's standard being broken)
10. In general, if a moral standard is removed, the resulting void will be filled with one of one's own making
(Judges 21:25). The result will certainly become hostile to Christianity in any form
a. This is true in raising a child
b. This is true in business
c. This is true in the public school system
d. This is true for public servauts in the political arena
11. The government of this nation has been structured to ask its citizens what is right (good) or wrong (evil).
This is expressed through: voting for elected officials; referendums; veting on propasitions;

communicating with elected officials; lobbying; marches and demonstrations; advertisements; etc. If
Christians do not provide the answer, wheo will?

Therefore:
The purpose of this class? ""To equip Christians to be godly citizens in this nation" (2 Tim 3:16-17)

The goal of this class? ""That we may contribute to the peace and prosperity of this nation,
live guiet lives in all godliness and holiness (Jer 29:7; 1 Tim 2:1-2), and that by upholding again God's
righteous standard, His name will be exalted in the world"” (Num 14:13-19; Matt 5:16)
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Commeonly Asked Questions

“Will making a ‘better’ pagan bring more glory to God?”
“Why should I want to improve Satan's world?”
“Politics is corrupt and beyond redeeming, why even worry about it?”

“This generation is totally lost and beyond hope, it is not like the old days, and we cannot
return, so why should I be concerned about it?”

“I'm not gifted to be involved in politics or Christian activism - so why should I worry
about it?”

“I agree that individual Christians have a responsibility to be active in this nation, but is it
valid for the church body to be involved?”

“The Christian is called to do good and evangelize in this world, but is he called to
confront evil and fraud wherever they are found?”

“What gives you the right to force your morality onto someone else?”

“What makes you think this country was founded upon Christianity? The founding

fathers were deists at best.”

10. “Isn't it illegal for the church to be involved in politics?”




Commonly Asked Questions

1. Will making a "better” pagan bring mere glory to God?

a. No - the pagan is still lost in his sin and a reproach to God

b. It serves to show that no matter how hard a person tries, they will still fall short of God's standard
as well as the standard of the world (no matter how poor of a reflection it is of God's truth)

¢. A pagan that is morally "good" will bring credit to the moral standard attempted to be conformed to
as well as the source of that standard

d. Godly implementation of God's standard brings honor to God independent of the results in the
non-believer

2. Why should I want to improve Satan's world?

a. To contribute to the peace and prosperity of the land ("If given a lemon, make lemonade™)(Jer 29:7)
b. To be able to live quict lives in all godliness and holiness (1 Tim 2:1-2)
¢. To show compassion on the lost, but never at the expense of the gospel message (Heb 13:2;

Luke 10:25-37)
d To prevent dishonor to God's name amongst non-Christianized nations (Num 14:13-16)
e. Although it appears that Satan holds sway over this world, it truly belongs to the Lord (Psalm 24:1)
f. The upholding of God's standard could be the vehicle the Lord uses to show the depth of one's

sin (lawbreaker) and lead them to the only hope they have - Christ (Gal 3:24; Rom 7:7-25)

3. Politics is corrupt, sleazy, and beyond redeeming, why even worry about it?

a. All legitimate businesses and professions can be redeemed and prosper for God's glory (illegitimate
businesses include prostitution, palm reading, gambling (7), bookies, etc) (John 21:4-11; 2 Cor 9:6-7)
b. The Lord is the one that places men in positions of authority to do His bidding (Prov 8:15-16; 21:1)
¢. Replacing evil men with godly men will bring righteousness to the foreground (Prov 25:4-5; 28:28)
d To ensure order in the land (Prov 28:2; 29:2 4 14)
e. There is always hope in the Lord, even men of little account can be used for His glory and
to fulfill His purposes (Ecc 9:4)

4. This generation is totally lost and beyond hepe, it is not like the old days, and we cannot return, so why
should I be concerned about it?

a. The old days were just as evil since the heart of man has not changed (Jer 17:9)
b. The old days were seen by us through the eyes of a child, we cannot go back to that state, nor
should we even try and compare the times (1 Cor 13:11)
c. It is not wise to dwell on the "old days" and pine for them, since we live in this day and are called
to live it for the glory of God (Ecc 7:10)
d. It's never beyond hope, God will accomplish His purposes to bring Him praise and glory (1 Cor 6:9-11)

5. I'm not gifted to be involved in pelitics or Christian activism - so why should I werry about it?

a. You will only know if you are gifted by trying, then evaluating (1 Cor 12:31)

b. Others are gifted and talented in these areas, your responsibility is to seek them out to support them in:
prayer; financially as the Lord leads; encouragement; defense of them (speak well of them); voluntary
work where needed. (1 Tim 5:18)

¢. Seek those out that are gifted in order to be better informed on the issues of the day and what role
you can or should play (1 Cor 12.7) '

d. Ignoring those that are involved in positions of authority and not supporting them could be knowing
the good we ought to do but do not do it (James 4:17)



6. I agree that individual Christians have a responsibility to be active in this nation, but is it valid for the
church body to be involved?

a. The primary focus of the church body is to present Christ in His fullness, to build the body of
believers up in their faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, and to present Christ to the world
(Eph 3:10-11; Matt 28:18-20)

b. Just as removal of God from the public school teaches that God is not important, the church body
by not addressing this area teaches that it is not important (benign neglect)

c. The church with its gifted teachers and preachers is to equip all believers to be thoroughly equipped
for every good work (2 Tim 3:16,17), this includes being salt and light in every legitimate profession
and sphere of influence in society (public schools, elected officials, etc)

d. In order to serve in a godly way in public service, it is important to properly equip men to assume these
positions for God's glory and know how to apply Biblical principles to these professions, since they
are serving the Lord not men (Eph 6.7)

7. The Christian is called to do good and evangelize in this world, but is he called to confront evil and fraud
wherever they are found?

a. We are to have nothing to do with the fruitiess deeds of darkness, but rather, we are to expose
them. This for sure applies to professing believers, but the principle can also be applied to the
world (Eph 5:8-14)

b. John the Baptist exposed King Herod's sin publicly (Mark 6:17-18)

c. The law 1s intended to control the ungodly, and everything that is contrary to the glorious gospel
(1 Tim 1:8-11)

d. If a believer is in a leadership position, he is called to route out evil from his presence (Prov 20:26)

e. Even Christ Himself drove out the money changers from His father's house (Matt 21:12-13)

8. What gives you the right te force your morality onto someone else?

a. God has established His righteous decrees as the rule for humanity, not me
b. See #1 and # 2 above

9. What makes you think this country was founded upon Christianity? The founding fathers were deists a
best. :

a. It has been attested to by court decisions over the first hundred years of the nations existence. In
the Supreme Court Trinity Decision of 1892 (after several years of research on founding documents
into the historical and philosophical foundations of American law) declared: "this is a religious
people”..."this is a Christian nation".

b. John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court wrote: "Providence has given
to our people the choice of their rulers. It is the duty, as well as the privilege and interest, of a
Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers” (1816)

10. Isn't it illegal for the church to be active in politics?

a. Federal law prohibits 501(c)(3) organizations from engaging in electoral activities in order to retain
their tax exempt status. Electoral activities are activities designed to specifically influence the
outcome of elections (i.e., elect particular candidates or a political party's slate of candidates). In
addition, a church:

- Cannot set up or sponsor a Political Action Committee (PAC) - an organization established to
help candidates who share the PAC's philosophy and goals by providing financial assistance
and volunteer help, or exert political pressure for or against various issues
- Cannot contribute funds to political parties or candidates seeking office
- Cannot work in behalf of or in opposition to specific candidates
- Cannot itself endorse candidates for political office and no individual can endorse a candidate



or group of candidates on behalf of the entire church

- Cannot have a candidate speak during church services to ask for support or funds to be used

in his political campaign
b. A church (even a 501(c)(3) one) can:

-~ engage in and spend money for nompartisan voter registration and voter education activities
so long as those activities are not intended to benefit any particular candidate or political
party

- Hold political forums for the purposes of discussing election issues, debating political and
social matters or hearing several candidates present their views, so long as all viable candidates
for the office are invited

- Have a candidate introduced during church services and; deliver a sermon; lead in prayer;
read from the scriptures; give a word of personal testimony

- Provide a list of its members to a candidate to be used to seek support or raise funds (must
be offered to all individuals or organizations on the same basis)

- Spend a small percentage (probably no more than 5%) of its time and money circulating
petitions and engaging in lobbying and other legislative activities. Legislative activities are
activities intended to influence the out come of legislation, including lobbying, which is any
attempt to influence a matter before a legislative body, including initiatives and referendums

¢. A pastor can: ‘

- Publicly support a candidate or issue by having his name used in political ads, and can be
identified in the ad as the pastor of a particular church

- Work with other individuals to establish a PAC, but it must be viewed as separate from the

local church

- Engage in lobbying activities and circulate petitions as an individual

- Speak from the pulpit to encourage members to become active in every aspect of the political
process; he may preach on the importance of political activism for Christians and pray for
elected officials as often as he chooses; he may lead the congregation in praying for elections
as long as the prayer is not direct or indirect endorsement of any candidate or candidates

d. If the church is not a 501(c)(3) organization it is subject to taxation, and the members (contributors)
cannot claim their donations as tax deductible. However, the above restrictions would then not apply







Session #2: Christian World View (Part 1)
(Session Outline)

" For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we
fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to
demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against
the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ."
(2 Cor 10:3-3)

1. From a Christian Citizenship standpoint. there are three different types of people & two types of battles ragging
o People: Christians; anti-Christians; the rest (non-elect and elect (pre-belief))
o Battlegrounds: Sharing the gospel and influencing society for good (pre-gospel giving)
2. A Christian Worldview is the correct Biblical view of. or outlook on, the world, its institutions and people in the
light of God’s truth. Other definitions:
o Dictionary definition: “a comprehensive, especially personal, philosophy or conception of the world and
of human life -
o David Noebel “Understanding the Times™: “Any set of ideas that speaks to the following disciplines:
Theology; Philosophy; Ethics; Biology; Psychology; Sociology. Law; Politics; Economics; History”
3. Why is it important to understand World views?
o They are the basis upon which we perceive, interpret and act upon everything around us
o Evervone has them - whether they are consistent in acting upon them or not
0 Our worldview will:
o Affect our understanding of our role in this life (and of education, government, law, etc.)
o Drive our approach in facing the issues in our own lives and in this society
o Have us withdraw from. or engage the enemy at a number of levels
o Remember 1 Peter 1:13; “Therefore, prepare your minds for action...”
o Why does public school want to remove all reference to the Christian God?
4. Two battle grounds - spiritual and physical (2 Cor 10:3-5)
o We live in the world but we are not part of it (2 Cor 6:14; 1 Cor 10:23; 6:12)
o How does the world wage war?(John 8:44; 1 Cor 1:20-25; Col 2:8; 1 Peter 5:8)
o How do we wage war? (2 Cor 2:11; Col 2:20-23; Rom 12:17-21; Eph 6:13-19)
o What other weapons do we have?
0 Clear conscience (1 Tim 1:18-19)
o Knowing we have already overcome the world (1 John 5:3-5)
o Endurance (2 Tim 2:3; Heb 10:32; James 4:7)
0 Gentle instruction vice intimidation (2 Tim 2:23-26)
o Ready answers (Col 4:4-5; 1 Peter 3:15)
o Discernment to know right from wrong (Matt 7:6: 1 John 4:2-3)
o The gospel and the power of God’s word (1 Cor 1:20-25)
o The words the Holy Spirit provides (Luke 12:11-12: 21:15)
o Godly wisdom to confound the ungodly (James 1:2-8)
o Love, which heaps burning coals on our enemies (Rom 12:17-21)
0 What does it mean to demolish strongholds? QMatt 16:18; James 4:7; Rom 8:31; Col 2:13)
o Demolishing every argument and pretension implies the intellect (reason) and will of man
0 Man’s reasoning produces hollow and deceptive philosophies and tradition (Col 2:8)
0 We are to be prepared to give a reason for the truth within us (Acts 17:19-34: 1 Peter 3:13:
Col 4:4-5)
o As loving neighbors we are to point out the consequences of sin (Eze 3:16-21; Deu 28:1-68;
Rom 2:14-15; Eph 5:11})
o Where are we to focus our every thought? (2 Cor 10:5; Matt 6:33; 22:37; Col 3:2: Heb 3:1: 1 Peter 1:13)
5. Why don’t we fight the fight and become involved in the issues of the day? (Matt 10:34-39; Like 9:23-25)
o Are any of the reasons identified, justified?
o Count the cost (Matt 10:34-39; 16:24; Luke 9:23-25)
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Question: Is This Class Applicable to Other Countries?

1. Biblical principles and truths apply universally. cross all cultures, and are timeless (transcend all differences
in race, nationality, cultural traditions, languages, etc.)

2. God’s common grace has given a conscience to man that:

0 Manifests itself in the laws of each nation

o Manifests itself in the societal mores and norms

o Brings conviction (knowing right from wrong; good and evil)
o Brings accountability to a standard

o Brings shame when standards are violated

3. Rightful roles of government can be addressed in any nation

o Ensure justice

o Condemning the evil doer

o Commending good

o Being diligent in their duties
o Preserve peace in the land

4. Many societal issues will be the same, with common decency, conscience, and God’s truths able to bring
conviction

o Homosexuality (unnatural)

o Divorce (violation of sacred commitment)

o Murder/abortion (taking of innocent life)

o Theft (unjust taking of what does not belong to us)

0 Many other examples demonstrate a common underlying morality that is to be praised and upheld

5. A nation not founded upon Christian principles will not be expected to:

o Respect others beliefs

o Have the same view of what justice is

0 Accommodate Christian practices

o Respect life in the same way as Christians

o Acknowledge their accountability to a standard apart from this world’s standards

6. We are not commanded to speak out on all the ills of the land

o We must choose our fights well (where a practice is particularly egregious or a believer is forced to
violate God’s commands) :

o Evangelism is our higher calling - this will lead to changed hearts and acceptance of God’s truths
and standards for life

o Must be particularly careful to not align ourselves with apostate groups that happen to have the same
goals as believers

0 We are to pray for and work diligently in whatever country we find ourselves in

1



Session #3: Christian World View (Part 2)
(Session Outline)

"The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. Above
all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another
without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gifi he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as ene speaking the very
words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen"
(1 Peter 4:7-11)

Purpose: Summarize four major end times views (Millennium period) and their influence
on our approach to citizenship issues

1. Why this session?

o Study of the end times is of high interest to many Christians and also the world in general
o People can be very divisive, argumentative, passionate, certain about their view; yet this area is one
that the Bible itself warns about undue speculation (Rev 22:18-19)
o Our view of eschatology (the unfolding of the “end times™) can dramatically influence our perceived
role in this nation, society in general, and the practical outworking of cur worldview
o Important to understand why believers can vary so significantly in their view of citizenship
o Caveats:
o Not going to interpret the Book of Revelation in light of curreat events!
o Not making definitive statements on “the” correct end times view
o Primary emphasis is the effect of our understanding of'the Millennium period of Rev 20

2. Are we living in the “Last Days” - of course we are! (1 Peter 4:7a)

o The end is near as sited in this verse & others in the N.T. (Heb 9:26; 1 Thess 5:1-3; Matt 24:34)

o We are to be prepared for the return of Christ, look forward to being taken home with Him

o Live in the expectation of Christ’s return, and plan our lives in a responsible and godly manner
(1 Th 5:14; 2 Th 3:6-12)

3. How many Millennial views are there?

A Literal Millennium?
l
| |
No (Symbolic only) Yes

l | f
[A-Mil] [Post-Mil] [Pre-Mil)

Is there a Tribulation Period?
Nlo Yjes
When is thle Rapture?
PreETrib Mic‘l-Trib Poit—Trib
fDIiSP]
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4. General Historical Appearance

o Historic Pre-Millennialism dominant during the first 3 centuries and at other times of crisis

o Dispensational Pre-millennialism first appeared in the early 19® centiry England and has become the
dominant evangelical view (The Scofield Reference Bible influence)

0 A-Miltennialism grew out of the Constantine era and held dominant ever since

o Post-Millennialism grew in period of the enlightenment (1600's thru early 1800's) and was consistent
with the general view of world conditions being able to be improved upon

5. So What? What’s the Bottom Line?

o Controversy over meaning and understanding of millennium has polarized many Christians

o We must be gracious & patient with others - sincere believers can differ in this area - affecting their
“worldview”

o The real unfolding will happen as God wants it to - in this there is no doubt!

o We’re cailed to live consistent with our understanding of scripture but not to change society at the
expense of the gospel

o Biblical truths and principles have relevance to individuals and to every societal problem we face in
this world

o God’s people can be counselors to the nations (ambassadors)

o Spiritual gifts given by God are the same abilities that can be used to minister to non-believers and
address larger issues

o Wisdom would dictate we need to improve our environment (if any control over it} in order to create a
safe place for our families as much as possible
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Notes:

Summary of Major Millennial Views

1. Many variations exist within each view

2. Common themes of all four include: all will experience physical death (except those raptured); Christ will return
bodily and personally to earth; the dead will be resurrected and consigned to their ultimate destinies (heaven or hell)

3. OQur understanding of our role as Christians can be significantly affected by owr view of the “end times”

4. This chart is not intended 1o justify any particular view, but to highlight general differences

View

Historic
Pre-Millennial

Dispensational

Pre-Millennial

Post-Millennial

A-Millennial

At Christ’s Return

Preceded by many signs
Prior Tribulation period
Church persecuted
Gospel to all nations
Great apostasy in church
Christ return personally
& destroys earthly
kingdoms
Rapture at Christ return
Millennial period begins

End of the church age

Church apostate

Christ returns in the air

Church raptured from
the world

7 year tribulation begins

God’s kingdom gradual
expansion
World will become
Christianized
Long period of peace
and prosperity
Non-believers minority
Short rebellion prior
to Christ return
At return dead raised
then judgment

No period of universal
peace & prosperity

Growth of good & evil

May return any time

Satan bound until return

At return dead raised,
then judgment

Then new heavens &
earth created

{Revelation 20)

Millennium Period

Literal 1000 years

Time of peace

Ruled by Christ directly
Satan in chains

Many Jews converted
Nature tamed
Reswurrection of saints
Ends with Satan loosed
Ends with final judgment

" Following tribulation

Christ returns
Est. 1000 year kingdom
OT promises to Israel
fulfilled

Satan bound, temple built J. Dwight Pentecost
Sacrificial system restored John F. Walvoord

Ends with Satan loosed
Ends with final judgment

Symbolic not literal

_ Since Christ first advent

Christ reigns in hearts
of believers

May be very long time

No personal earthy reign

Symbolic not literal

Since Christ first advent

Christ reigns in hearts
of believers & church
by His word/Spirit

No personal earthly reign Abraham Kuyper
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Held By Tendencies
Church in first 3 ¢.
Justine Martyr
Tertullian; Irenaeus
Anabaptists

Plymouth Bretheran
Conservative Baptists
Fredric Godet

R.A. Torrey;

Eldon Ladd; W. Erdman

Donald Barnhouse
Gleason Archer

Norman Geisler

H. Ironside; Hal Lindsey
Charles Ryrie; I.N. Darby

Tyconius (late 300's)
Augustine (earlier)
Westminster Conf.

Early Luth.; Presby.
Most Puritans

Johnathan Edwards
John Calvin; John Owen
Eusebius; Iain Murray
B.B. Warfield

Greg Bahnsen; Gary North

R.J. Rushdoony

Augustine (later)
John Calvin (?)
Louis Berkhof
William Hendricksen
Anthony Hoekema

Edward Young
Bruce Waltke




Paradigm/Comparison of
Conservative and Liberal Theology*

Liberal Direction/Tendency of Belief Conservative
Nature/Reason..........ccoceveeeiceeaaaains Ultimate Source of Knowledge..................... Bible
Fallible..........coooieii Bible. ..o e Infailible
More Symbolic..............cc.oo o Biblical Interpretation......................coooeee More Literal
Relative/Situational........................ Moral Standards...............c.cocconiiiiiniiinnn Absolutes
| -1 | TSRO UREUUU VORI Relative Emphasis...........cccoocveiriinienian God
Remote/Impersonal....................... Conception of God...........ccoccnriinnnn, Sovereign/Personal
Evolution............ococovoeoiiicanii e, Creationof Man...............cccocooiiiiiiin e, God’s Direct Act
Good.....ooe e Human Nature.............oooiiiivini Evil
Social........coooeeiie e Moral Emphasis............ccccccccriiciiiiiininn Personal
RightS.......coooiiiieiiciniii Relative Importance toMan...................... Responsibilities
Unjust Social Systems................... Originof Bvil......oocoooi Fall of Man
Good WorkS.........oooooviiiiiniecene Basis of Salvation...........cc.ccoooveiienicinicnn, Grace/Faith
Earth. ..o Relative FOCUS........ccocovriiiiiiiiiniiiniricenans Heaven
Man.......cooceeeeeeeeeeeeeereenene........Locus of Government Power....................... God
ToMan.........coooceeviies e Accountability of Government..................... To God
More Unlimited.............c..cccooeee Role of Government..............ccc..cccceeceierns More Limited
EQUAlity.......ooooevirirs o, Relative IMpOrtance. .. ...............coccovoeveeens Liberty
Make Society Just........c..coooceee Primary Citizen Duty............................. Seek Salvation of Souls
Governmental Reform.................... Justice Achieved By.......c..c.ocooooiiiiiiiinn, Spiritual Regeneration
National............ccceccoveiiinnicirnines Preferred Government................cocoeeei e State/Local
Internationalist..............cccccooeeeees Direction of Sentiment................ccccooeninns Nationalist

Primary Method of
DHLECE. oo Governmental Influence....................c..oo. Indirect
More Socialist..........c.coveviiienrnn Economic Tendency.........c.cccvvieerccnnaennnnn More Capitalist
Faster, Within or Qutside............... Preferred Rate/Type of Change.................... Slower. Within Existing

Existing Institutions Institutions

*Developed from content analysis of major theological and political documents from the late 1700's to
the early 1980's. From Charles W. Dunn. “American Political Theory” '
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Session #4: Brief Historical Perspective
(The Blurring of Church and State)
(Session Outline)

" For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance
and the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope” (Rom 15:4)

1. Introduction: Controversy over mixing "politics™ and "religion” is not new
o World has witnessed everything from a Theocracy to Atheistic States
o Three important constructs to know: Theocracy (a God-governed state); Sacral Nation (a society held
together by a religion which all members of that society belong); Kingdom of God (spiritual kingdom
in the world but not part of the world)
2. How and when did governments begin to form? (Creation beginnings)
o Adam and Eve - the first theocracy (Gen 1:26,28; 2:5,15); destroyed by the fall (Gen 3:1-9)
o0 Noahic covenant - mandate for mankind (Gen 9:8-10); organization, cities, nations began (Gen 11:1-9)
_ 3. God's covenant people were called to form a nation committed to the Lord (Theocracy)
o Abraham covenant (Gal 3:16): all nations would be blessed through him
o The nation Israel (first national theocracy)(Deut 28:1-68)
o King under God's authority as "The Lord's anointed” (Psalm 2:2; 20:6); affirmed (1 Sam 11:15)
o This nation identified with the society directly (sacral)
0 Rebelled against God, eventually ruled by Gentiles (Ezek 10:18-20; 11:22-24; Matt 20:25)
o New covenant in Jesus created spiritual kingdom transcending all national boundaries (Matt 28:19)
o Kingdom in the world (1 Cor 5:9-10) but separate from world (John 18:36; Col 1:18; 2:8;
1 Pe 2:16; Rom 14:17; Matt 20:25-26; Acts 5:29; John 18:36)
o Acknowledges kings rule in this world (Mk 12:13-17; Jn 19:10-11; Rom 13:1-6; 1 Tim 2:1-4)
3. Welding of church and state together has been tried throughout history
0 Virtually all nations (pre-Christian) were sacral in nature
o Post Apostolic Era (90-325 AD); existed within many cultures but not directly connected to nations
o Constantinian Era (325 AD to present); created first Christian (sacralist) nation
o0 Roman Catholic Era (500-1517 AD); papal authority and allegiance dominated nations
0 Reformation Era (1517-1564 AD); many nations embraced Protestant sacralism (1200 yrs of experience)
0 Anabaptist Era (1523-1600 AD); church of believers only; church and state to be separate
o Puritan Era (1630-1660 AD); tried to establish a new Israel in New England
0 American Colonial Era; each colony practiced is own form of Christian church-state combination
0 Amenca (1776-present). dominant Christian influence in formation of the nation
o Bill of Rights assured no est. of a national Christian denomination (freedom of conscience)
o Rejected a national sacral legacy (unique in history)
o Recent: secularist and humanist religions have replaced the older Christian national influence
o New left: tendency to address social injustice at the expense of the gospel
o New right: tendency to try and retrieve early American ideals supporting Christian culture and
America as the new Israel (2 Chron 7:14)
4. Summary Observations
o The state demands loyalty that all men car give (otherwise punished: sword; irrespective of beliefs)
o Church demands loyalty that only can be given to Christ (sword of Spirit; moral suasion; leaven that
affects any culture it resides in)
o The Bible does not give Christians a direct command to influence or change political institutions,
though we have the freedom to do so
o Christians do have responsibilities towards the state (Eph 5:11; Matt 14:3-4; 1 Tim 2:1-2; Prov 21:1;
Rom 13:1-6; 1 Peter 2:13-17; Jer 29:7)
o We have a unique opportunity in this nation (unparalleled in history) to participate in the governing
of the country, to inform the leaders of our desires and take legal action to make changes
o We’re called to respect other believer's Christian liberty relative to political convictions (Rom 14)
o We’re not called to create a Christian nation, imposing Christian redemptive order
upon societal order by civil legislation (Christian sacralist nation)
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Session #5: Is This a Christian Country? (Part 1)
(Foundational Period)
(Session Outline)

"By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is
building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation
other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using

gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's
work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss;
he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames” (1 Cor 3:10-15)

1. Introduction

o0 God’s word provides findamental truths, principles, and commands to direct people and nations
o If a communmity is dominantly Christian, is it unreasonable to expect the government to be directly
influenced?
2. Why is it important to know whether this country was founded upon Christian principles?
3. Why would someone think this is or is not a Christian country?
o Polling data indicates a large percentage are Christians

o There are over a third of a million churches in the United States (more per capita than any other nation)

o Over a 100 million people attend church on any given Sunday
0 Money spent and attendance for church exceeds that of all sports combined
o Dramatic increase in Christian schools (and home schoolers). However:
o Only 17% read the Bible regularly {(2/3's do not recognize what “John 3:16" refers to)
0 83% believe man is basically good
o Over 1/3 of all births are to women without husbands; USA leads world in divorce; teen pregnancy;
drug use; is the pornography capital of the world; etc.
o One in five suffer from some sort of venereal disease
o Bottom line: 2 Tim 4:3; 3:5
4. Historical development (Puritan influence)
o Presuppositions about human nature(distrust of democracy)
o Priesthood of all believers (importance of education)
o Covenant theology {covenant of civil/judicial law and grace)
o Limited government with delegated authority {God ordained role of government - not unlimited)
o Local government (representative government)
5. The affect of Biblical law and principles on the nation (see Handouts)
o The 10 Commandments
o Foundational colonial documents
o Early State requirements for public office
o The Declaration of Independence
6. Is this a Christian nation?
o Founded upon Biblical truths and principles {most often cited source by founding fathers)
o Framers of Declaration of Independence and Constitution were by far and away strong Christians
o Christian principles guided this country legally and socially for most of its history
o Biblically, no warrant for a Christian nation, but only for a2 Christian people (1 Peter 3:9)
o This country is part of Christendom only
o Legacy of Biblical principles has provided a rich environment for free expression of our faith
o Current trends moving from Christian era to Post-Christian era to Anti-Christian era

Notes: (1): “The Second American Revolution” by John W. Whitehead '
(2): “The Myth of Separdtion” by David Barton
(3): “Christianity and the Constitution - The Faith of our Founding Fathers” by John Eidsmoe
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Influence of Biblical Commandments
On Laws of The Land

(Ex 20:1-17)

(Selected Examples)

1. First Commandment: ""You shall have no other gods before me"

o No absolute authority or power to be granted to a ruler

o Set the stage for a balance of power in government - no absolute ruler or king

o No one is to have absolute sway over peoples lives except God Himself

0 Declaration of Independence: Laws of Nature and Nature's God - a higher law exnsts (accountability);
consists of natural law and God's revealed law (Psalm 19:1-6; Rom 1:20; 2:14-15)

o Also, the Ninth Amendment to the Constitition recognizes "common law”, a higher law that prohibits
the exercise of absolute, arbitrary power by the state. "In suits at common law, where the value in
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury, shall be preserved; and no fact tried by
Jjury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of the United States than according to the rules of

common law" (Rom 2:14,15)
o Article I, Section 8, Clause 10 of the Constitution authorizes Congress: "To define and punish Piracies
and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences against the Law of Nations”
o Extension of natural law, God given law
o Implies that laws exist that supersedes legislative enactments of nations
0 War tribunals established to bring foreign officials trial for atrocities (appealing to higher laws)

2. Second Commandment: "Y ou shall not make for yourself an idel in the form of anything in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below..."

o No explicit legal statutes against idolatry (idol worship). However: those things that are sexually
defiling (which scripture condemns) have been prohibited, and do represent form of idolatry (Col 3:5):
o Vice (evil or wicked actions; depravity; corruption)
o Pornography/Homosexuality/Prostitution/Adultery
o Laws against obscenity and indecency

3. Third Commandment: "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain"

o Laws prohibiting false testimony (perjury) - swearing upon the Bible as one takes their cath in court
o State laws and State Supreme Court decisions upheld convictions of blasphemy:
o Updegraph v. The Commonwealth, 1824 Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
“Abner Updegragh...on the 12th day of December (1821)...not having the fear of God before his
eyes...contriving and intending to scandalize, and bring into disrepute, and vilify the Christian
religion and the scriptures of truth, in the presence and hearing of several persons...did
unlawfully, wickedly and pre-meditatively, despitefully and blasphemously say...'That the Holy
Scriptures were a mere fable: that they were a contradiction, and that although they contained
a number of good thing, yet they contained a great many lies.” To the great dishonor of
Almighty God, to the great scandal of the profession of the Christian religion™
o The People v. Ruggles, 1811 Supreme Court of New York
o Commonwealth v. Abner Kneeland, 1838 Supreme Court of Massachusetts
*...willfully blaspheming the holy name of God". The law stated: "That if any person shall
willfully blaspheme the holy name of God, by denying, cursing, or contumeliously reproaching
God, his creation, government, or final judging of the world,..."
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4. Fourth Commandment: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy"

0 God grants a legal holiday during one day of every seven - virtually recognized universally

o Article I, Section 7, Paragraph (2) of the Constitution: "If any bill shall not be returned by the President
within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law,
in like Manner as if he had signed it..."

0 1961 the Supreme Court secularized the significance of Sunday by invalidating "blue laws" and
maintaining society has a responsibility to provide rest for its citizens (practical vice religious)

5. Fifth Commandment: "Honor your father and your mother™

o Virtually universal recognition of the rights and authority of parents over their children (until recently)
6. Sixth Commandment: "You shall not murder"

o Strict laws against murder, manslaughter, kid-napping
o Revenge (life for life) by an individual not a justifiable action

7. Seventh Commandment: 'Y ou shall not commit adultery”

o The sanctity of marriage has been protected by laws until quite recently (not fault divorce)
o Laws against alienation of affection
o Strict laws against rape

8. Eighth and Tenth Commandment: "You shall not steal”; "You shall not covet™

o Implication is that a person has a right to property and that it is not to be abridged

o Constitution; Amendment 5: "nor shall any person...be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation”

o Constitution; Amendment 14; Section 1: "...nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection
of the laws" ‘

o Laws against fraud prevent one from taking from another by deceit or treachery

o All laws against theft, stealing, robbery, copyright infringement, etc. are rooted in this commandment

9. Ninth Commandment: "You shall not give false testimony"

o Laws against: perjury; slander; false advertising; libel
o Laws against yelling “fire” in a theater
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Examples of Early Documents
(Pre-Foundation of the United States)
(Prov 14:34; 16:3)

1. Charter obtained from King James I for a permanent settlement in Virginia in 1606 read: "To make
Habitation...and to deduce a Colony of sundry of our People into that Part of America, commonly called
Virginia...in propagating of Christian religion to such People as yet live in Darkness...fto] bring. ..a settled and
quiet Government"

2. Second Charter for a permanent settlement in Virginia in 1609 read: "Because the principal Effect which we can
desire or expect of this Action is the Conversion...of the people in those parts unto the true Worship of God and the
Christian Religion”

3. The Mayflower Compact was signed prior to arriving in America in 1620. It is the first plan of government
formed solely in America and reads in part: "Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the
Christian Faith...a Voyage to plant the first colony in the northern Parts of Virginia...[we] combine ourselves
together into a civil Body Politick, for...Firtherance of the Ends aforesaid"

4. The first Charter of Massachusetts in 1629 stated: "Our said people...maie be soe religiously, peaceablie, and
civilly governed, as their good life and orderlie conversation maie wynn and incite the natives of [that] country to
the kowledg and obedience of the onlie true God and Savior of mankinde, and the Christian fayth, which, in our
royal intention, is...the principall ende of this plantation”

5. The Puritans arrived around 1630. Lead by John Winthrop, who authored "A Model of Christdan Charity"
which described their intended role in America: "Wee are a Company professing our selues fellow members of
Christ.. knitt together by this bond of loue... Wee are entered into Covenant with him for this worke...For wee must
Consider that wee shall be as a Citty vpon a Hill, the eies of all people are vppon vs; soe that if wee shall deale
falsely with our god in this worke wee haue vndertaken and soe cause him to withdrawe his present help from vs,
wee shall be made a stroy and a by-word through the world"

6. The Charter of Maryland issued by King Charles in 1632 said: "Our well beloved and right trusty subject
Coecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore..being animated with a laudable, and pious Zeal for extending the Christian
Religion...hath humbly besought Leave of Us that he may transport...a numerous Colony of the English Nation, to
a certain Region...having no Knowledge of the Divine Being"

7. New England Confederation of May 19, 1643: "Whereas we all came into thse parts of America with one and
the same end, and aim, namely, to advance the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ"

8. The Charter of Rhode Island, granted by King Charles II in 1663 said: "That they, pursueing, with peaceable
and loyall mindes, sober, serious and religious intentions...in the holie Christian ffaith...a most flourishing civill
state may stand and best bee maintained...grounded upon gospell principles”

9. Settlers in Georgia in 1731 wrote what their purpose in settling was: "Our end in leaving our native country is
not to gain riches and honor, but singly this: to live wholly to the glory of God." Their objective was "to make
Georgia a religious colony"

10. The charters of Connecticut, New Hampshire, and New Jersey were virtually a restatement of the words in the
above charters

Note: For many more references see “The Myth of Separation” by Bavid Barton; Wallbuilder Press; 1992
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Examples of Early State
Governments Statements
(Requirements for holding public office at the time of the Founding of the USA4)
(Ecc 5:1-7)

1. Constitution of the State of Delaware at the time of the founding of the United States required that all office
holders swear in public: "I do profess faith in God the Father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ His only Son,
and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for evermore; and I do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old and
New Testament to be given by divine inspiration."”

2. Constitution of the State of Pennsylvania required each member of the legislature subscribe to the following: "I
do believe in one God, the Creator and Governour of the universe, the rewarder of the good and the punisher of the
wicked, and I do acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by Divine Inspiration"

3. The Massachusetts constitution required: "All persons elected to State office or to the Legislature must] make
and subscribe the following declaration, viz. 'T do declare, that I believe the Christian religion, and
have firm persuasion of its truth™

4. North Carolina's constitution required the following: "Article X3XZX11. No person, who shall deny the being of
God, or the truth of the protestant religion, or the divine authority either of the Old or New Testaments, or who
shall hold religious principles incompatible with the freedom and safety of the state, shall be capable of holding
any office, or place of trust or profit in the civil department, within this state"

5. South Carolina's constitution stated in 1778: " Article XXXVIII. That all persons and religious societies who
acknowledge that there is one God, and a future state of rewards and punishments, and that God is publicly to be
worshipped, shall be freely tolerated .. That all denominations of Christian{s]...in this State, demeaning themselves
peaceably and faithfully, shall enjoy equal religious and civil privileges"

6. The Tennessee constitution of 1796 stated: "Article VII, Section II. No person who denies the being of God, or a
future state of rewards and punishments, shall hold any office in the civil department of this State. Aurticle X1,
Section I'V. That no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under this
state”

7. Vermont, 1786. "Frame of Government, Section 9. And each member {of the legislature], before he takes his
seat, shall make and subscribe the following declaration, viz: I do believe in one God, the Creator and Governor of
the universe, the rewarder of the good and punisher of the wicked. And I do acknowledge the scriptures of the old
and new testament to be given by divine inspiration, and own and profess the [Christian] religion'

Note: Other States constitutions were very similar in content to the above relative to requirements and
qualifications for those that were going to hold public office
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Declaration of Independence
(Unanimously Adopted in Congress July 4, 1776, at Philadelphia)
(Emphasis added)

When, in the course of human events, 1t becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitles
them, a decentt respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rigjts, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Govemments are instituted among men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the govemed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institite new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to -
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long establiched should not be
changed for light and transiesit causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid
world.
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressmg importance, unless suspended their operation till his Assent
should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of
Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants cnly.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the
sole purpose of fatigning them mto compliance with his measures. .
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manty firnrmess his invasion of the rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissohitions, to cause othersto be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of -
Armihilation, have retumed to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from
without, and convulsions within. -
He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigpers;
refusmg to pass others to encourage their migrations hither; and raismg the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. -
He bas obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will along, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent or our Legislature.
He has affected to render the Military independentt of and superior to the Civil power
He has combmed with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitition, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent
to their Acts of pretended Legislation: .
For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: -
For depriving us in many cases of the benefits of Trial by jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offenses: _
For abolishing the free System of English I aws in a neighboring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its
Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altermng fundamentally the Forms of our Government:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves mvested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun
with circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow-Citizens taken captive on the high Seas to bear Arms agamst their Country, to become the executioners of
their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to brmg on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian
Savages, whose known rule of warfare, 1s an undisdinquished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered
only by repeated mjury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may defme a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.
Nor have we been wanting In attention to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legisiature to i}
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which
would mevitably mterrupt our connections and correspondence. They, too, have been deafto the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must,
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind; Enemies in War, m Peace
Friends.
We therefore, the Representatives of the United States of Americz, in General Congress, Assembled, appealingto the Supreme Judge of -
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemmly publish and declare,
That these United Colonies, are and of Rigitt ought to be free and independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and
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Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliance, establish Commerce, and to do all ather Acts and Things
which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.

John Hancock James Wilson Geo. Walton Phil. Livingston
Geo. Ross Wm. Hooper Caesar Rodney Frances Lewis
Joseph Hewes Geo. Reed Johm Penn Lewis Morris

Tho. M. Kean Edward Rutledge Wm. Floyd Thos. Heyward, Jr.
Richard Stocidon John Witherspoon Francis Hopkinson Johm Hart

Abra Clark Josiah Bartlett Wm Whipple Samuel Adams
John Adams Robt. Treat Payne Eldridge Gerry Stephen Hopkins
William Eltery Roger Sherman Samuel Huntington Wm. Williams
Oliver Wolcott Matthew Thomnton Buton Gwinnett Lyman Hall
Thomas Lynch, Jr. Arthur Middieton Samuel Chase Wm Paca

Thos. Stone Charles Carrol of Carroliton George Wythe Richard Henry Lee
Thos. Jefferson Benj. Harrison Thos. Nelson, Jr. Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton Robt. Morris Benjamin Franklin Benjammn Rush
John Merton Geo. Clymer Jas. Smith Geo. Taylor
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Basic Principles in the Declaration of Independence

o Belief in a Creator; "We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal, that they are

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness”

o There is a God, he is the creator and we are his creatures (Gen 1:1; Rom 1:20)

o Man is accountable to a supreme Being who brought him into existence (Rom 9:20-21)

o Implies that there is equality before God - nobody is endowed with more rights than anyone else (each
person is equally a sinner before God)(Gal 3:28)(Rom 3:23). If evolution were true, there would be no
basis for legally treating everyone equal under the law

o Life: the sanctity of life is not to be abused by man, life is the purview of the creator; man is created in

the image of God and as such has dignity (Ex 20:13)(also - live a quiet life)

o Liberty: we are not to be in bondage to others and we are not to be forced to violate our consciences (Ex
21:16; Deu24:7)

o Pursuit of happiness: This is a gift of God (Ecc 3:13); the context of its use it means property (Ex
20:15; 20:17); Infers the right to protect our property/bear arms

o Belief in God being the Lawgiver; "..to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station
to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them..."”

o This supreme Being (God) has revealed His law to mankind in several ways, both by self-evident laws of
nature and through special revelation, (the Bible).

o Laws of Nature are self evident to man, written upon their hearts (Rom 2:14-15)

o Implication is that laws made in contradiction to God's laws are not valid (Acts 5:29)

o Implies that God's laws apply to all nations since nature is everywhere manifest (Deu 4:5-8)

o Implies that a nation (and man) is sinful and must have his actions governed by laws

o One nation is no more sovereign in this world than another - since they derive their very existence
(dependance) from a God who allows them to exist (Rom 13:1-5)

o Implies there is a standard that is knowable (laws) that are to govern in man's affairs (conscience -~ self

control; Bible - judgment)

o Belief that God is the Judge; "We...appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world. .."

o Explicitly identifies God as the ultimate judge - there is no other higher authority for a people or a
nation to appeal to (Matt 25:32; Acts 17:31; Rom 2:16; 14:10)
o Implies man (and the entire world) will be ultimately judged by God

o Implies that all other avenues of seeking justice have been exhausted (Rom 12:17-19)
o Belief that God is the Provider; "4nd for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the

protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor"

o Indicates belief in a sovereign God who works his will in mankind (Isa 14:24)
o God is looked to for protection of lives, possessions, and even reputation
o The people are to be governed by a written document embodying principles (constitutionalism)

o Fundamentally, the Declaration of Independence declares independence from England, and in a real
sense dependence upon God
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Session #6: Is This a Christian Country? (Part 2)
(Post Revolutionary War Period)
(Session Outline)

"Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test pourseives. Do
you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you - unless, of course, you fail the test?”
(2 Cor 13:5)

1. Introduction: Examine the data - was Christ the focus during the early formation of this nation?

o History of America leading up to the Revolutionary War was decidedly Christian in nature

o Western political thought and Calvinist principles provided a strong foundation

o The delegates to the Constitutional Convention were dominantly Christians not Deists (see Handout)
o Even the Constitution reflects a Christian influence (see Handout)

o Biblical principles guided the judicial system and laws of the land (Book of Proverbs; see Handout)
o The Supreme Court affirmed our Christian heritage (see Handout)

o Our Presidents have publically affirmed our Christian heritage (see Handout)

2. Since this nation was formed upon Christian principles, is it a theocracy? No!

o Theocracy: a nation governed by officials regarded as divinely guided, and directly ruled by God
o There has never been a Christian theocratic nation

0 We are called to be the people of God (1 Peter 2:9), not a national Christian entity

o Our “nation” is the Kingdom of God, independent of national borders (dual citizenship, however)

* 3. What happened to the dominant Christian influence in this nation?

o Growth of “pietism” tended to concentrate on personal holiness and removal from the secular

o Darwin’s evolutionary theories undermined any normative, divine order 1o nature

o Growth of humanism - man is the measure of all things, no absolute standards

o Secular vs. sacred distinctions began to permeate political domains (personal convictions different than
legislative efforts)

o Growth of the “social gospel” - compassion for people at the expense of the gospel

o Growth of pluralism - “you believe your way, I'll believe my way”, Christianity is only one way

o Retreat of Christian community from society into its own environment (colleges; radio, TV; books;
music; schools; etc.)

o Change in the understanding of law - no standard; “...the Constitution is what the judges say it is”

4. What should now be done - if anything?

. Notes:

o Relative to the rampant immorality we see around us?
o Return the righteous standard to the public arena, promote it, demand it of our leaders
o About the ignorance relative to the founding principles this nation was based upon?
o Promote greater understanding of our Constitution and the principles behind it
o Equip ourselves with basic information and encourage use of accurate historical information in
our schools
o Can the Constitution be changed? States can do it, grass roots efforts (Constitution Article V)
0 What about “big” government?
o 1789: one federal civil servant to 8,500 citizens; 1987: one for every 70 citizens)
o Discourage growth, strongly encourage reduction of size and intrusion
o Be informed on the issues of today '
0 To better select our leaders and influence them for good
o Equip ourselves and/or others with leadership abilities for public office
o Seek out Biblical lawyers to defend our rights as necessary
o Show that Biblical principles are relevant to the issues of today
o Don’t forget - God is sovereign in all things, we are called to be faithful, not to guarantee results

(1) “Christianity and the Constitution - The Faith of Our Founding Fathers,” John Eidsmoe; 1987

(2) “The Second American Reveolution,” John V. Whitehead; 1982

(3) “The Myth of Separation - What is the Correct Relationship Between Church and State?” David
Barton; 1992 '
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Religious Affiliation of the Delegates to
the Constitutional Convention

1. Introduction: Deism and Christianity

a. Both are compatible relative to (first five defined by Lord Herbert - father of Deism):
o The existence of a supreme being
o The obligation of ethical conduct

o Divine rewards & punishments in this & next life

o The role of government
b. They differ in that Deists deny:

o Direct intervention in the natural order by God

o The incarnation

o The atonement

o Any elect people (such as Isracl)
¢. Deists believe in natural religion - acceptance of body of religious knowledge acquired solely by use of
reason as opposed to knowledge gained through revelation (the Bible). Adherents: Kant/Voltaire

2. Deism in early America

o The obligation to worship
o The need for repentance from sins
o The existence of natural law

o The trinity

o The divine authority of the Bible

o Miracles

o A supernatural redemptive act in history

a. Deism never gained a strong foothold in America (unlike England and Germany)

b. The first Great Awakening of the 1740's probably cut short any major spread of Deism

c. At the time of the Constirtional Convention confessed deists were not allowed to hold public
office in many states (ML.E. Bradford; "A Worthy Company: Brief Lives of the Framers of the United
States Constitution” (Marlborough, N.H.; Plymouth Rock Foundation, 1982), pp iv-v.)

3. Religious affiliation of ‘signers of the Constitution

a. New Hampshire

b. Massachusetts

¢. Connecticut

d. New York

e. New Jersey

f. Pennsylvania

John Langdon
Nicholas Gilman
Elbridge Gerry
Rufus King

Caleb Strong
Nathaniel Gorham
Roger Sherman
William Samuel Johnson
Oliver Ellsworth
Alexander Hamilton
John Lansing

Robert Yates
William Patterson
William Livingston
Jonathan Dayton
David Brearly
William Churchill Houston
Benjamin Franklin
Robert Morris

James Wilson
Gouverneur Morris
Thomas Mifflin
George Clymer
Thomas FitzSimmons
Jared Ingersoll
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Congregationalist
Congregationalist
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Congregationalist
Congregationalist
Congregationalist
Episcopalian
Congregationalist
Episcopalian
Dutch Reformed (7)
Dutch Reformed
Presbyterian
Presbyterian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Presbyterian

Deist
Episcopalian
Episcopalian/Deist
Episcopalian
Quaker/Luatheran
Quaker/Episcopalian
Roman Catholic
Presbyterian



g. Delaware

h. Maryland

1. Virginia

j. North Carolina

k. South Carolina

I. Georgia

4. Notes on the above:

John Dickinson

George Read

Richard Bassett

Gunning Bedford

Jacob Broom

Luther Martin

Daniel Carroll

John Francis Mercer

James McHenry

Daniel of St. Thomas Jennifer
George Washington

James Madison

George Mason

Edmund Jennings Randoiph
James Blair, Jr.

James McClung

George Wythe

William Richardson Davie
Hugh Williamson

William Blount

Alexander Martin

Richard Dobbs Spaight, Ir.
John Rutledge

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Pierce Butler

Charies Pinckney, HI
Abraham Baldwin

William Leigh Pierce
William Houstoun

William Few

Quaker/Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Methodist
Presbyterian
Lutheran
Episcopalian
Roman Catholic
Episcopalian .
Presbyterian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian

?

Episcopalian
Presbyterian
Presbyterian/Deist (7)
Presbyterian
Presbyterian/Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Congregationalist
Episcopalian
Episcopalian
Methodist

a. When two religions are listed, the individual changed their affiliation at some time during their lives

b. Statistics:
- Episcopalians:
- Presbyterians:

- Congregationalists:

- Deists:
- Lutherans:

- Dutch Reformed:

- Methodists:

- Roman Catholics:

- Unknown:

N
oo

*

R R KRR W 00

¢. All three noted with an “*” were raised in strict Catvinist bomes and each studied for the ministry

d. Williamson was licensed to preach in the Presbyterian Church and conducted church services

e. Generally, as a condition for church membership most colonial churches required a sworn adherence
to strict doctrinal creeds, which included belief in the Bible as God’s revelation and trust in Jesus
Christ as the Son of God

f. Primary source: “Christianity and the Constitution - The Faith of Our Founding Fathers” by John

Eidsmoe; 1987
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Influences of Biblical Truths on the Constitution
(Examples)

1. First Commandment: "'You shall have no other gods before me"

o Ninth Amendment recognizes "common law", a higher law that prohibits the exercise of absolute,
arbitrary power by the state. "In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury, shall be preserved; and no fact tried by jury, shall be otherwise
re-examined in any court of the United States than according to the rules of common law"

o Article I, Section 8, Clause 10 authorizes Congress: "To define and punish Piracies and Felonies
committed on the high Seas, and Offences against the Law of Nations"”

o Extension of natural law, God given law
o Implies that laws exist that supersedes legislative enactments of nations
o War tribunals established to bring foreign officials trial for atrocities (appealing to higher laws)

2, Fourth Commandment: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy"”

o Article I, Section 7, Paragraph (2): "If any bill shali not be returned by the President within ten days
(Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as
if he had signed it..."

3. Eighth and Tenth Commandment: "You shall not steal”; " You shall not covet"

o Amendment 5: "nor shall any person...be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of
law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation”

o Amendment 14; Section 1: "...nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws"

o Article I, Section 10, Paragraph (1) forbids the states from enacting any “Law impairing the Obligation
of contracts™; closely relates to property rights (Psalm 15:1,4; Eccl. 5:4)

4. Rights of Criminal Defendants

o Rights granted under the Constitution, include:
o Protection against unreasonable searches/seizures o Speedy and public trial
o Grand jury indictment in serious crimes o Privilege against self-incrimination
o Assistance of counsel o Right to subpoena witnesses
o Right to be informed of charges against oneself and to confront/cross-examine witnesses
o Protection against excessive bail and cruel and unusual punishment
0 O.T.; judges were commanded to be honest, refuse bribes, not show favoritism (Exodus 23:1-8)
o Constitution; Article III; Section 3; Paragraph (1): "No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on
the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same over Act, or on Confession in open Court”
0 O.T.; two witnesses, otherwise presumed innocent in capital crimes (Deut 17:6; Heb 10:28;
Num 35:30)
o Defendant is presumed innocent until proven guilty (Deut 19:15-19; 1 Tim 5:19; Matt 18:16;
2 Cor 13:1)

5. "Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor children put to death for their fathers; each
is to die for his own sin" (Deut 24:16)

o Article ITI, Section 3, Paragraph (2): "...no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of blood, or

Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attained”
o If a parent was convicted of treason, this did not affect the rights of his children
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6. The law of nations

o Article I, Section 8, Clause 10: "._.to define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high
seas, and offences against the law of nations"
o This implies a power and authority higher than mans (Isa 33:22)
o Implies higher law than laws of individual nations, laws that are extension of natural law
o War tribunals bring foreign officials to trial for atroctties; violation of the laws of nations

7. Basic equality of man

o Article I, Section 9, Paragraph 8: “No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States”
o All men are created equal, there is to be no nobility class created separating men (Acts 10:34)
0 Fourteenth Amendment forbids the states from denying to amy person within their jurisdiction the
“equal protection of the law” (Ex 23:6,9)
o Equal status is guaranteed under the law (politically) not equality of ability or outcome

8. Basic dignity of man

o Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments contain phrase “life, liberty, and property”
o All men are created in the image of God (Gen 1:26,27; 9:6), thus giving them dignity above the
animals and a unique position in creation
0 The right to life (Ex 20:13), liberty (Ex 21:16; Deut 24:7) and property (Ex 20:15) are
conferred
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Judicial Principles From the Book of Proverbs
(Ecc 3:16-17)

1. Introduction
a. Legal foundation in this country developed over hundreds, and in some cases, thousands of years
b. English law provided a significant basis to draw from (Western Christian roots)
¢. Though abuses can (and do occur), many of the fundamental rights and privileges legally protected
are consistent with Biblical principles found in Proverbs
2. Why is this important to know?
a. The country was founded by Christian men who knew the Bible
b. Both directly (Biblical truths) and indirectly (life experience and American/English tradition) trained
these men in a way that resulted in basic Biblical principles becoming the foundation of law
¢. To demonstrate Christian heritage and truths are the ultimate source and not haman reason
d. When we see a perversion of the court system, it is not the Biblical principles that are questionable,
it is the sinfulness of man that corrupts
e. Just enforcement of law is as important as sctting the standard to begin with. Both must reflect God's
standard, not man's .
3. Proverbs and Principles (Selected)
a. "A wicked man accepts a bribe in secret to pervert the course of justice™ (Prov 17:23; 29:4)
Principle: It is illegal to accept a bribe or have a conflict of interest in judging cases
b. "It is not good to punish an innocent man, or to flog officials for their integrity (Prov 17:26)
Principle: Man is presumed innocent until proven guilty (Prov 17:26; Num 35:30; Deut 17:6;
19:15; Matt 18:16; 2 Cor 13:1; 1 Tim 5:19; Heb 10:28
Principle: Protection from dishonest judges by allowing rights of appeal to a higher authority
(Matt 18:15 ff; Paul appealing to Caesar)
¢. "It is not good to be partial to the wicked or to deprive the innocent of justice” (Prov 18:5; 28:21; 29:14;
22:22,23). "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy" (Prov 31:8,9)
Principle: Everyone is equal before the law
Hlustration: Justice with her eyes blindfolded
Principle: Taking to court to redress a previous grievance even if the person has died or is
incapacitated (state represents them)
Principle: Impartial justice is based upon facts and the law not personality or reputation
Principle: Adequate representation provided for those that cannot afford a lawyer
Principle: Class action suites for those who can pool their resources
Principle: Remuneration for the attorney based upon percentage of award if cannot pay
Principle: State has interest in bringing justice to bear, even when no person files
Principle: Aliens amongst us have the same protection under the law
Principle: The poor are not to be despised, and not to receive unwarranted favorable treatment
d. "Acquitting the guilty and condemning the mnocent-the Lord detests them both” (Prov 17:15;24:23-25)
Principle: i a miscarriage of justice can be proven, then a new trial can be allowed
Principle: A change of venue can be sought to prevent prejudicial treatment
e. "Honest scales and balances are from the Lord; all the weights in the bag are of his making"
(Prov 16:11; 20:10)
Principle; A standard is needed to go by and to compare to, previous case law are researched
for precedents; likewise, Biblical principles and laws addressing civil actions provide a basis
f. " A wise king winnows out the wicked, he drives the threshing wheel over them" (Prov 20:26)
Principle: The "system" is to drive out poor lawyers and judges (disbar them or remove them),
but this rarely happens in practice
g. "The Righteous One takes note of the house of the wicked and brings the wicked to ruin” (Prov 21:12)
Principle: When cause can be determined, search and seizure of evidence can occur (taking
note of the house of the wicked)
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Principle: Directed surveillance of suspected criminals legally allowed, but only with
significant justification
Principle: State takes the initiative in bringing someone to justice when wickedness is suspected

h. "The lips of a king speak as an oracle, and his mouth should not betray justice” (Prov 16:10)
Principle: The judge does not give his personal opinion prior to a jury reaching a verdict.
Anyone in authority should not prejudge a case until all is heard

i. "The first to present his case seems right, till another comes forward and questions him" (Prov 18:17)
Principle: In a court, you have the right to face your accuser
Principle; In a court case, the defense has the last presentation (last impression left with the
jury and/or judge)

Principle: Cross-examination of witnesses gives opportunity for balance and fullness of details

j- "A corrupt witness mocks at justice, and the mouth of the wicked gulps down evil” (Prov 19:28)
Principle: Perjury charges and punishment when proven
Principle: Appeals allowed when a miscarriage can be shown t0 have occurred

k. "Do not testify against your neighbor without cause, or use your lips to deceive, Do not say, Tl do to

him as he has done to me; I'l pay that man back for what he did."" (Prov 24:28,29)
Principle: Disavowing of frivolous law suits; investigate the facts first
Principle: Revenge is not legal, due process of law is required (State avenges)

1. "The accomplice of a thief is his own enemy; he is put under oath and dare not testify" (Prov 29:24)
Principle: If correct translation, the principle is that the witness cannot be made to testify
against himself (self-incrimination)

Principle: Taking an oath on the Bible and swearing to tell the truth, acknowledges that he is
accountable to God directly

m. "When a wise man goes to court with a fool, the fool rages and scoffs, and there is no peace"

(Prov 29:9)
Principle: Contempt of Court charges when unruly or disruptive
Principle: Order is to be maintained in a courtroom
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Judicial Principles From the Book of Proverbs
(Eccl 3:16-17)
Homework Assignment

1. Introduction
a. Legal foundation in this country developed over humdreds, and in some cases, thousands of years
b. English law provided a significant basis to draw from (Western Christian roots)
¢. Though abuses can (and do occur), many of the fundamental rights and privileges legally protected
are consistent with Biblical principles found in Proverbs
2. Why is this important to know?
a. The country was founded by Christian men who knew the Bible
b. Both directly (Biblical truths) and indirectly (life experience and American/English tradition) trained
these men in a way that resulted in basic Biblical principles becoming the foundation of law
¢. To demonstrate Christian heritage and truths are the ultimate source and not human reason
d. When we see a perversion of the court system, it is not the Biblical principles that are questionable,
it is the sinfuiness of man that corrupts
e. A just enforcement of law is as important as setting the standard to begin with. Both must reflect God's
standard, not man's
3. Proverbs and Principles assignment - define as many principles of justice as you can from
each of the listed Proverbs

Example:
o "A wicked man accepts a bribe in secret to pervert the course of justice™ (Prov 17:23; 29:4)
Principle: It is illegal to accept a bribe or have a conflict of interest in judging cases
o "It is not good to punish an innocent man, or to flog officials for their integrity (Prov 17:26)
Principle: Man is presumed innocent until proven guilty (Prov 17:26; Num 35:30; Deut 17:6;
19:15; Matt 18:16; 2 Cor 13:1; 1 Tim 5:19; Heb 10:28
Principle: Protection from dishonest judges by allowing rights of appeal to a higher authority
{Matt 18:15 ff; Paul appealing to Caesar)
o "It is not good to be partial to the wicked or to deprive the innocent of justice" (Prov 18:5; 28:21; 29:14;
22:22.23). "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy” (Prov 31:8-9)

o "Acquitting the guilty and condemning the innocent-the Lord detests them both” (Prov 17:15;24:23-25)

o "Honest scales and balances are from the Lord; all the weights in the bag are of his making"
(Prov 16:11; 20:10)

o "A wise king winnows out the wicked, he drives the threshing wheel over them" (Prov 20:26)
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o "The Righteous One takes note of the house of the wicked and brings the wicked to ruin” (Prov 21:12)

o "The lips of a king speak as an oracle, and his mouth should not betray justice" (Prov 16:10)

0 "The first to present his case seems right, till another comes forward and questions him" (Prov 18:17)

o "A corrupt witness mocks at justice, and the mouth of the wicked gulps down evil” (Prov 19:28)

o "Do not testify against your neighbor without cause, or use your lips to deceive, Do not say, Tl do to
him as he has done to me; I'll pay that man back for what he did." (Prov 24:28,29)

o "The accomplice of a thief'is his own enemy; he is put under oath and dare not testify” (Prov 29:24)

o "When a wise man goes to court with a fool, the fool rages and scoffs, and there is no peace"”

(Prov 29:9)

o Other Proverbs?

34



Supreme Court Justice Statements - Affirming our Christian Roots

1. Honorable John Jay (first Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court )(1816): "Providence has given to our peopie
the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty...of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers"

2. Justice Joseph Story (served from 1811-1845): "Probably at the time of the adoption of the Constitution, and of
the first amendment to it...the general if not the universal sentiment in America was, that Christianity ought to
receive encouragement from the state so far as was not incompatible with the private rights for conscience and the
freedom of religious worship. An attempt to level all religions, and to make it a matter of state policy to hold all in
utter indifference, would have created universal disapprobation, if not universal indignation... The real object of the
amendment was not to countenance, much less to advance, Mohammadanism, or Judaism, or infidelity, by
prostrating Christianity; but exclude all rivalry among Christian sects, and to prevent any national ecclesiastical
establishment which should give to a hierarchy the exclusive patronage of the national government"”

3. “Why may not the Bible, and especially the New Testament...be read and taught as a divine revelation in the
[school]?... Where can the purest principles of morality be learned so clearly or so perfectly as from the New
Testament?” (1844; Vidal v. Girard’s Executor’s)

4. Justice David Brewer writing for the majority in the case of the Church of the Holy Trinity vs. the United States
after examining every document pertaining to the foundation of this country over several years stated: "Our laws
and our institutions must necessarily be based upon and embody the teachings of The Redeemer of mankind. It is
impossible that it should be otherwise; and in this sense and to this extent our civilization and our institutions are
emphatically Christian... This is a religious people. This is historically true. From the discovery of this continent
to the present hour, there is a single voice making this affirmation... We find everywhere a clear recognition of the
same truth... These, and many other matters which might be noticed, add a volume of unofficial declarations to the
mass of organic utterances that this is a Christian nation"...“The morality of the country is deeply ingrafted upon
Christianity, and not upon the doctrines or worship of [other religions]” (1892)

5. Supreme Court declared in United States v. Macintosh (1931): "We are a Christian people...according to one
another the equal right of religious freedom, and acknowledging with reverence the duty of obedience to the will of
God"

6. Justice William O. Douglas (1952): "We are a religious people whose institutions presuppose a Supreme
Being.. When the state encourages religious instruction or cooperates with religious authorities by adjusting the
schedule of public events to sectarian needs, it follows the best of our traditions. For it then respects the religious
nature of our people and accommodates the public service to their spiritual needs. To hold that it may not would
be to find in the Constitution a requirement that the government show a callous indifference to religious groups.
That would be preferring those who believe in no religion over those who do believe...We find no constitutional
requirement which makes it necessary for government to be hostile to religion and to throw its weight against
efforts to widen the effective scope of religious influence”

7. Chief Justice Earl Warren wrote (1954): "I believe no one can read the history of our country without realizing
that the Good Book and the spirit of the Savior have from the beginning been our guiding geniuses... Whether we
look to the first Charter of Virginia...or to the Charter of New England...or to the Charter of Massachusetts
Bay...or to the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut...the same objective is present... a Christian land governed by
Christian principles. 1believe the entire Bill of Rights came into being because of the knowledge our forefathers
had of the Bible and their beliefin it; freedom of belief, of expression, of assembly, of petition, the dignity of the
individual, the sanctity of the home, equal justice under law, and the reservation of powers to the people.. I like to
believe we are living today in the spirit of the Christian religion. 1 like also to believe that as long as we do so, no
great harm can come to our country”
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President’s Statements and Actions Affirming our Christian Roots
(Small Selection Only)

1. George Washington, first president, first act of taking office did so before God by placing his hand on the Bible.
After taking the oath of office, he bent down and kissed a page of the Bible. He then lead the entire Senate and
House of Representatives to an Episcopal Church for a two-hour worship service

2. George Washington: "It would be impossible to govern rightly without God and the Bible" (note (1))

3. John Adams (1756): "Suppose a nation in some distant region, should take the Bible for their only law book,
and every member should regulate his conduct by the precepts there exhibited .. What a Utopia, What a Paradise
would this region be!” (note 2))

4. John Adams, first vice president and second president (1798): "Our Constitution was made for a moral and
religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other" (note (3))

5. John Adams, second president: "It would be impossible to govern without God and the Ten Commandments"

6. Thomas Jefferson, third president, one of the framers of the Constitution (1781): "Can the liberties of a nation be
thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these
liberties are of the gift of God?" (note (4))

7. John Quincy Adams, sixth president (1812): "No book in the world deserves to be so unceasingly studied, and so
profoundly meditated upon as the Bible." (note (5))

8. John Quincy Adams (1837): "Is it not that the Declaration of Independence first organized the social compact on
the Foundation of the Redecmer’s mission upon earth? That it laid the cornerstone of human government upon the
first precepts of Christianity?" (note (6))

9. John Quincy Adams: "The highest glory of the Revolution was that it united in one indissoluble bond the
principles of Christianity and the principles of civil government”

10. James Madison, called "Father of the Constitution” and fourth president: "We have staked the whole future of
American civilization, not upon the power of government, far from it. We have staked the future of all of our
political institutions upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves, to control ourselves, to sustain
ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God" (note (7))

11. Andrew Jackson, seventh president (1845): "Sir, I am in the hands of a merciful God. I have full confidence in
his goodness and mercy...The Bible is true...I have tried to conform to its spirit as near as possible. Upon that
sacred volume I rest my hope for eternal salvation, through the merits and blood of our blessed Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ” (note (5))

12. Abraham Lincoln, sixteenth president (1861): "Unless the great God who assisted [President Washington],
shall be with me and aid me, I must fail. But if the same omniscient mind, and Almighty arm, that directed and
protected him, shail guide and support me, I shall not fail...Let us pray that the God of our fathers may not forsake
us now" (note (6))

13. Abraham Lincoln (1863): "We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been
preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth, and power as no other
nation has ever grown. but we have forgotter God. We have forgotien the gracious hand which preserved us in
peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our
hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with
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unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too
proud to pray to the God that made us. It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to
confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness” (note (7))

14. Theodore Roosevelt, twenty sixth president (1917): "In this actual world, a churchless community, a
commnity where men have abandoned and scoffed at, or ignored their religions needs, is a community on the
rapid down-grade" (note (8))

15. Woodrow Wilson, twenty eighth president (1911): "America was born a Christian nation. America was born
to exemplify that devotion to the elements of righteousness which are derived from the revelations of the Holy
Scripture” (note (9))

16. Woodrow Wilson, twenty eighth president: “A nation which does not remember what it was yesterday, does not
know what it is today, nor what it is trying to do. We are trying to do a futile thing if we do not know where we
came from or what we have been about... The Bible...is the one supreme source of revelation of the meaning of life,
the nature of God and ...nature and needs of men. It is the only guide of life which really leads the spirit in the

way of peace and salvation” (note (20); p. 11:7)

17. Calvin Coolidge, thirtieth president (1923): "They were intent upon establishing a Christian commonwealth in
accordance with the principle of self-government. They were an inspired body of men. It has been said that God
sifted the nations that He might send choice grain into the wilderness... Who can fail to see it in the hand of
Destiny? Who can doubt that it has been guided by a Divine Providence?" (note (10))

18. Calvin Coolidge, thirtieth president: "The foundations of our society and our government rest so much on the
teachings of the Bible that it would be difficult to support them if faith in these teachings would cease to be
practically universal in our country” (note (16))

19. Franklin Roosevelt, national radio prayer on D-Day, June 6, 1944: "Almighty God...with Thy blessing we shall
prevail over the unholy forces of our enemy. Help us to conquer the apostles of greed and racial arrogance. Lead
us to the saving of our country. Thy will be done, Almighty God, Amen" (note (11))

20. Harry Truman, thirty third president (not known to be a deeply committed believer)(1946): "In men and
nations would but live by the precepts of the ancient prophets and the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount,
problems which now seem so difficult would soon disappear...That is a supreme opportunity for the church to
contimue to fulfill its mission on earth. The Protestant church, the Catholic Church, and the Jewish synagogue -
bound together in the American unity of brotherhood - must provide the shock forces to accomplish this moral and
spiritual awakening. No other agency can do it. Unless it is done, we are headed for the disaster we would
deserve, Oh, for an Isaiah or a St. Paul to reawaken a sick world to its moral responsibilities” (note (12))

21. Harry Truman, thirty third president: “The basis of our Bill of Rights comes from the teachings we get from
Exodus and St. Matthew, from Isaiah and St. Paul. I don’t think we emphasize that enough these days. If we
don’t have a proper fundamental moral background, we will finally end up with a...government which does not
believe in rights for anybody except the State!” (Note (20); p. 13:1)

22. Gerald Ford, thirty eighth president (1974): "Without God there could be no American form of government,
nor an American way of life. Recognition of the Supreme Being is the first - the most basic - expression of
Americanism. Thus, the founding fathers of America saw it, and thus with God's help, it will continue to be” (note

(13))
23. Ronald Reagan, forticth president (1984): "The frustrating thing is that those who are attacking religion claim

they are doing it in the name of tolerance, freedom and open-mindedness. Question: Isn't the real truth that they
are intolerant of religion? They refuse to tolerate its importance in our lives” (note (14))
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24. Ronald Reagan, fortieth president (1984): "Without God there is not virtue because there is no prompting of
the conscience... without God there is a coarsening of the society; without God democracy will not and cannot long
endure...If we ever forget that we are One Nation Under God, then we will be a Nation gone under" (note (15))

25. Historical Note: Congress passed Public Law 97-280 on Oct 4, 1982, the President Reagan signed it into law,
with the following opening:

"Whereas biblical teachings inspired concepts of civil government that are contained in our
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States; Whereas this Nation now
faces great challenges that will test this Nation as it has never been tested before; Whereas that
renewing our knowledge of and faith in God through Holy Scripture can strengthen us as a nation
and a people..."

Notes (1) Henry Halley, "Halley's Bible Handbook" (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1927, 1965), p. 18

(2) Adams, "Diary and Autobiography”, Vol 1, p. 9, from Adam’s diary entry for February 22, 1756
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677
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Alden, 1850), p. 119
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at their Request on the Sixty-First Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1837"
(Newburyport: Morass and Brewster, 1837)
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Harper and Row, 1984), vol 1l1, p. 186

(9) Basler, Roy P., ed., "The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers
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Supreme Court Justice’s Statements
(Beginning of the End)

1. Charles Evans Hughes (later to be Chief Justice of the Supreme Court)(1907): “...the Constitution is what the
judges say it is” (Autobiographical notes)

2. Chief Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes: "Truth [is] the majority vote of that nation that could lick all others.”
"Natural Law" Harvard Law Review 32, p. 40

3. Chief Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes: "...when it comes to the development of a corpus juris {or body of law]
the ultimate question is what do the dominant forces of the community want and do they want it hard enough to
disregard whatever inhibitions may stand in the way". Letter from Holmes to John C. H. Wu, Aug 26, 1926

4. Chief Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes: "I se¢ no reason for attributing to man a significance different in kind
from that which belongs to a baboon or a grain of sand. I believe that our personality is a cosmic ganglion, just as
when certain rays meet and cross there is a white light at the meeting point, but the rays go on after the meeting as
they did before, so, when certain other streams of energy cross at the meeting point, the cosmic ganglion can frame
a syllogism or wag its tail"

5. Supreme Court rulings (examples only) relating to religion:

o Everson v. Board of Education (1947): "The First Amendment has erected a wall between church and
state. That wall must be kept high and impregnable. We could not approve the slightest breach”

o Torcaso v. Watkins (1961): Unconstitutional for a state to require all public officers and employees
to declare their belief in God (ruling included non-theistic creeds such as humanism)

o Engel v. Vitale (1962); Abington v. Schempp (1963), Commissioner of Ed. v. School Committee of
Leyden (1971): A verbal prayer offered in a school is unconstitutional, even if it is both voluntary and
denominationally neutral (the court's own records show that only 3% of the nation had no. religious ties
of any type - no belief in God)

o Stein v. Oshinsky (1965): Freedom of speech and press is guaranteed to students unless topic is religious

0 Reed v. van Hoven (1965): Unconstitutional for a student in a public school to pray aloud over his lunch

0 DeSpain v. DeKalb County Community School District (1967): Unconstitutional for kindergarten
students to recite the nonsectarian prayer: "We thank you for the flowers so sweet;/We thank you for the
food we eat;/We thank you for the birds that sing;/ We thank you for everything”

o Lowe v. City of Eugene (1969): Unconstitutional for a war memorial to be erected in the shape of a cross

o State Board of Educ. v. Board of Educ. of Netcong (1970). Unconstitutional for students to arrive at
school early to hear a smdent volunteer read prayers which had been offered by the chaplains in the

chambers of the US House of Rep. and Senate, even though those prayers are published by the US
government in the Congressional Record

o State of Ohio v. Whisner (1976): Unconstitutional for a Board of Education to use or refer to the word
*God" in any of its official writings

o Trietley v. Board of Education (1978): Unconstitutional for students to form, on their own initiative,
Bible clubs of voluntary membership in public high schools (reversed after passage of Equal Access
Bill of 1984, which the Supreme Court upheld)

o Florey v. Sioux Falls School District (1979): Unconstitutional for a kindergarten class to ask during a
school assembly whose birthday is celebrated by Christmas

o Stone v. Graham (1980); Ring v. Grand Forks Public School District (1980), Lanner v. Wimmer (1981):
Unconstitutional for the Ten Commandments to hang on the walls of a classroom since they may “induce
the school children to read, meditate upon, perhaps to venerate and obey the Commandments”

0 Wallace v. Jaffree (1985): A bill is unconstitutional, even though the wording may be constitutionalty
acceptable, if the legislator introducing the bill had a religious activity in mind when he authored it

o Wallace v. Jaffee (1985): Unconstitutional for a kindergarten class to recite: "God is great, God is good,
let us thank Him for our food”

o Graham v. Central Community School District (1985), Kay v. Douglas School District (1986):
Unconstitutional for a school graduation ceremony to contain an opening or closing prayer
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Session #7: Role of Government
(Session Qutline)

"Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God
has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels
against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment
on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want
to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is
God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing.
He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary
to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.
This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing.
Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue, if respect, then
respect; if honor, then honor." (Rom 13:1-7)

1. Introduction:
o Romans chapters 1-11 basic Christian doctrine
o Chapter 12 our lives and how to live them
o Chapter 13 the real test, our relationship to authority in the world

2. Where does all authority come from? (Rom 13:1)
o All anthority is God given, whether in government, the public domain, the family or the church
o This is independent of the type of government instituted and whether it is “good” or “bad”

3. What is a Christian’s role relative to governmental authority? (Rom 13:1;2:5-7)

o What examples of authority are we under?

o0 Active opposition to the authority over us is opposition to God {exceptions do exist: Acts 4:18-20)

o Though a government may place unreasonable demands on us, we are still to submit

o Submitting to authority does not necessarily equate to approval on our part

o The Lord does not compel the believer to violate His commands to remain obedient to government

o Paying taxes is a requirement (“taxes” similar to our income tax; “revenue” similar to sales tax?)
o No caveat on this command - not conditioned upon godly use of the funds by government
o Jesus paid the temple tax, though not required of Him (Matt 17:24-27)
© Jesus also paid Caesar’s tax though Caesar claimed to be divine (Matt 22:15-22)

0 Also, we are to pray. seck the peace & prosperity of the land (1 Tim 2:1-2; 1 Pet 2:13-17; Jer 29:4-7)

4. What is governments role relative to it’s citizens? (Rom 13:3-4:6¢)
o How does it instill terror in those who perform inherently evil deeds?
o Punishment is to be swift (Deu 25:1-3; Ecc 8:11)
o Punishment is to be without partiality (Prov 18:5; 17:15; 24:23-25; 21:13; 22:22-23; etc.)
o Punishment is to be without pity (Deu 19:11-13,21)
o Why were there no prisons in O.T. times?
o ‘Servant” = digkonos (deacon); with the sword representing power over life or death
o Uphold the (hopefully godly) standards that society desires (Rom 2:14-15)
o Where is our government not punishing the evil that is around us?
o To “cornmend” the good is to approve of it, honor it (Prov 22:29; 14:35; 3:34; 21:21)
o What is the good that the government is to commend?

5. Bottom lines; Government is to:
o Ensure peace in the land (external and internal threats)(who defines the threats and how to address?)
o Punish the evil doer (who defines what is evil and who the evil doer is?)
o Approve the good (who defines what is good, how to show compassion on the less fortunate, and the
environment conducive to the exercise of our faith?)
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Session #8: Role of the Law
(Session Qutline)

"We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. We also know that law is made not for the
righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those
who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, for adulterers and perverts, for slave
traders and liars and perjurers - and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine
that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me"
(I Tim 1:8-11)

1. Intro: Biblical iaw in its broadest sense is an expression of God’s will for us and mankind in a fallen world
o Biblical law is extremely important in understanding sin and God's grace (Rom 6:23; 7.7; Gal 3:24)
o Two spheres of law of interest in this study: God's law and man's law (perfect vs. imperfect)
o What’s Biblical law? Context dependent (Ps 19:7; Gal 3:21; Jn 1:17,45; 5:46; Rom 7:7,14,21; Lk 16:16)
2. The law must be used properly, or it is of no effect (1 Tim 1:8-11)
3. There’s implied Hierarchy to God's Law - From God’s perfection to specific implementation (See Handout)
0 "Be holy, because I, the Lord your God am holy" (Lev 11:44,45; 19:2; 20:7,26; 1 Peter 1:16)
o The greatest commandment, and the second one (Deut 6:4-5; Lev 19:18; Matt 22:37-40; Mk 12:30-31)
o Is there a distinction of Moral, Civil and Ceremomnial laws in the Bible? (Ps 40:6-8; Jer 7:22-23;
1 Sam 15:22; Heb 10:1-8)
0 Moral laws (eternal - both vertical and horizontal in nature)
0 Summarized in 10 commandments (Ex 20:2-17)
0 Addresses internal heart issues (e.g. Ex 20:17) as well as external actions (e.g. Ex 20:14)
o Were they revealed before Mt. Sinai? (Gen 2:16-17; 4:9,12,13; 9:6; 9:18-29; 19:14-25; 20:3,18:
31:19-32; 34:1-26; 35:2; Ex 16:27-29)
0 Ceremonial laws (temporary; fulfilled in Christ - vertical in nature)(Heb 7:11-28)
o Governing external public worship of God; signs, types and shadows of spiritual truths
revealed by Christ Himself (Heb 10:1)
o Distinguished Israel from all other nations
o Civil laws (deal with the affairs of man - horizontal in nature)
o Judicial laws to maintain order (rules governing nation, judges, kings, between people, etc.)
o Applies in form until the coming of Christ and establishment of His eternal kingdom
o Distinction in laws is important to determine what applies to nations
4. Biblical law applies to everyone!
o Biblical statements giving purpose of law: Gal 3:19; Rom 3:20; 7:7; 5:20: 1 Tim 1:8-9; Gal 3:24
o For believers: reveals God's will; teaches what sin is; reveals the depth of pollution in us; the standard
to show our need of Christ; standard to show our duty to God
o For nations: testimony to wisdom and understanding of God; demonstrates blessings through
obedience; source of standard for justice; ensure peace in the land (Deut 4:5-8)
o For unbelievers: the standard to judge right from wrong; restrain evil; convict of sin
o For government: provide the standard to punish evil and commend the good (Rom 13:1-7)
5. We can have significant impact upon the laws of the Land
o First, must become knowledgeable of God's laws and how to apply (Deut 6:6-9; Prov 29:18; Col 4:5-6)
o We must encourage & enforced laws (Prov 11:1; 16:11; 17:15; 18:3; 20:10; 21:15; 22:22-23; 24:23-25)
0 We can lect officials and judges that understand the law and its proper use (Prov 28:4)
0 We can lobby for just laws in a variety of ways (Prov 11:14; 14:34)
0 We can support Christ honoring organizations attempting to protect our religious liberties and restore
just laws
6. Some Properties of God's Law (more generally His word) as found in Psalm 119 (See Handout)
7. Questions to Think About
o "Should the 10 Commandments be posted on public school walls?"
o "Did Adam and Eve have God's law written on their hearts?"
o "Are other nations punished when they do not obey God's law? If so, how do they know it?"
o “What night do we have to force our morality onto others?”
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Is There a Hierarchy of Biblical Law?
(One possible approach)

| "Be Holy, because I, the LORD your God am holy"
(Lev 11:44;45; 19:2; 20:7,26; 1 Peter 1:16)

"Love the Lord yonr God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your

And the second is hke it: 'Love your nelghbor as yourself ' All the Law and the Prophets —i
hang on these two commandments” i

(Deu 6:4-5; Lev 19:18; Matt 22:37-40; Mk 12:30-31)

"I am the LORD vour God, who brought vou out of Egvpt, out of the land of slavery,

0 You shall have no other gods before me

0 You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth
beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I,
the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the
fathers to the third and fourth generation of these who hate me, but showing love to a
thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments

o You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone
guiltless whe misuses his name

o Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work,
neither you, nor your sen or daunghter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your
animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens
and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy

o Honor your father and mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is
giving you

o You shall not murder

o You shall not commit adnitery

o You shall not steal

o You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor

0 You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor"!

(Exodus 20:2-17; Deu 5:6-21)

] Examples of Civil or Judicial Law 1 Examples of Ceremonial Law
! {Conrts, penalties of the State; horizontal) | (Law of ceremonies & sacrifices; vertical) |
Ex 21:1-11 (servants) Lev 1:1-7:38 (offerings)
Ex 21:12-36 (injuries) Lev 11:1-47 (clean & unclean)
Ex 22:1-15 (property) Lev 12:1-8 (purification after childbirth)
Ex 22:16-31 (social) Lev 13:1-14:57 (disease & mildew)
Ex 23:1-13 (justice & mercy) Lev 15:1-33 (discharges)

Num 18:1-32 (priests & Levites)

Note: Civil & Ceremonial laws can be difficuit to distinguish
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Attributes of, and Response to God's Word from
Psalm 119

(Descriptive terms used in the N.L V.: Law; Statutes; Precepts; Decrees;
Word; Commands; Promises)

If we live our life according to the law of God we will:

0 Be blessed (119:1,2)

o Be kept pure (119:9)

0 Hate every wrong path (119:104)

0 Do nothing wrong (119:3)

o Not be put to shame (119:6)

0 Not be scorned or shown contempt (119:22)

God's word:

o Is ancient (119:52)

o Endures to this day (119:91)

o Is eternal (119:89;144;152;160)

o Contains wonderful things (119:18;129)

o Is the way of truth (119:30)

o Is true (119:142;151;160) and trustworthy (119:86;138)

o Is righteous (119:62;75;106;128;137;138;160;164;172) and good (119:39)
o Is boundless (119:96)

o Stands firm in the heavens (119:89)

o Is a conduit for God's grace tous (119:29;58)

o Brings satvation (119:41)

o Brings peace (119:165)

0 Brings freedom (119:45)

o Is our counselor (119:24)

0 Is a lamp to our feet and a light for our paths (119:105;130) and directs our footsteps (119:133)
o Is a righteous promise (119:123)

o Gives understanding (119:104;130;169)

o Will preserve our life (119:25;37;50;93;107;116;149;154,156,175)
o Is our heritage (119:111)

o Will strengthen us (119:28)

o Comforts us (119:52;76)

o0 Is sweet to the taste (119:103)

o Is our delight (119:24;47,77,92;111;143)

o Is precious to us (119:72;127)

By studying God's law we will learn fo:
0 Have more insight than our teachers (119:99;100)
0 Not sin against God (119:11)

0 Be wise (119:98)
0 Praise God (119:7)
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We are to:

o Be in awe of God's laws (119:120;161)

o Long to know God's laws (119:20;40)

o Seck out God's precepts (119:45;94;131;173)

o Learn/meditate on God's righteous decrees (119:7;15;27,48;71,78;95,97,99;148;152)

o Consider all God's precepts right (119:128)

o Thoroughly test God’s promises (119:140)

o Love God's commands (119:48;97;113;119;127,140;159;163;165;167)

o Hide God's law in our heart (119:11;23;30)

0 Remember God's law (119:13;52;61;83;93;109;141;153;176)

o Recite God's law (119:13)

o Lift up our hands to God's commands (119:48)

o Delight in God's law (119:70;174)

o Rejoice in and cherish God's law (119:14;16;35;162)

o Sing God's decrees (119:54;172)

o Not delay in obeying God's commands (119:60)

o Live and walk according to God's law, and fully obey it (119:4;5:8;9;17;31;32;33;34,44,55;56,37,59,60;
67:69:88;100;101;106;112;115;129;134;145;146;166;167,168)

0 Have a blameless heart towards God's decrees (119:80)

o Not neglect, forsake or depart from His law (119:16;87;102;157), nor turn from it (119:51;110)

o Trust, believe and hope in God's word (119:42;45;66,74,81;114,147)

o Always have God's commands with us (119:98)

o Always have regard for God's decrees (119:117)

0 Thank God for His laws (119:62)

o Keep God's decrees to the end (119:112)

o Speak God's statutes before others (119:46)

o Be a friend to all who obey God's precepts (119:63;79)

o Grieve when God's laws are not obeyed (119:136)

We should beseech God:

o To teach and direct us in His decrees (119:12;26;33;35,64,66,68;108;124;135;171)
o To open our eyes to see His tiuths and give understanding (119:18;27;34;36;73;125)
o To not hide His commands from us (119:19;43;49)

o To fulfill His promises to us that He may be feared (119:38)

o To do goed to us according to His word (119:65)

o To deliver us according to His promise (119:170)

If we do not obey God's decrees:

o We will be rebuked for pride (119:21)
0 We will be utterly forsaken (119:8)

The wicked:

0 Have forsaken God's law (119:53)

o Ignore God's words (119:139;155)

o Stray from God's decrees and are rejected (119:118)

o Break God's law (119:126,158)

o Dig pitfalls for us, contrary to God's law (119:85)

o Devise wicked schemes and are far from God's law (119:150)
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Session #9: The Role of the Church
(Session Outline)

"His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God shouid be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according fo his eternal purpose which ke
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord"™ (Eph 3:10-11)

. Introduction

o What is the church (ekkiesia)?

o General characteristics: “One, holy, catholic and apostolic church” (Council of Constantinople - 381)
(Rom 12:3-8; 1 Cor 12; Eph 4:1-6; John 17:20-26; Gal 3:27-28; 2 Thess 2:13; Eph 2:20)

o Besides being the Body of Christ; what other illusions and illustrations are there?

. The role of the church is first and faremost to bring glory to God (1 Cor 10:31)

. A role of the church is to reflect God’s multi-faceted grace before spiritual powers (Eph 3:10-11)

. A role of the church is to testify to God’s truths before earthly powers (1 Peter 3:9-10)

. A role of the church amongst believers is to worship God and equip the saints (Col 3:17; 1 Cor 10:31; Acts

2:4142; Heb 10:25; 1 Cor 11:28; 2 Tim 3:16-17,4:2; Eph 5:19-20; 1 Cor 11:17-32; Acts 20:28-31; Eph
2:10,6:18; Matt 28:19-20; Acts 6:1-6; Rom 15:27)

. A role of the church is to equip believers to be godly citizens

o Instruct believers to: be obedient (Rom 13:2); respectful (Rom 13:6-7); pray (1 Tim 2:1-2); work hard
(2 Thess 2:6-15); expose evil and warn society (Eph 5:8-14); be ready with answers (Col 4:5-6)

o Seek the peace and prosperity of the nation (Jer 29:4-7)

o Train to use giftedness for furtherance of the Kingdom and ministry to our fellow man

o To be salt as well as light in all of our endeavors (Matt 5:13-15)

o To remind us that the power within us is greater than that in the world (Rom 8:31-39)

. Commonly held historic roles of the church relative to swrrounding culture (H. Richard Niebuhr; “Christ and

Culture” 1951)
o “Christ above Culture” (Modified theocracy)
0 “Christ and Culture in Paradox™ (Dualism)
o “Christ the Transformer of Culture” (Transformation)
o “Christ against Culture” (Separatism)
o “Christ of Culture” (Liberal Protestantism)

. The role of church leadership relative to society:

o Example of early America clearly shows pastors were outspoken leaders in community/national issues

o Why would church leadership not take a strong public stance on issues, laws and leaders of the day?
Bottom line: The church has a responsibility to equip believers to be salt & light in society and strive to bring
God’s righteous standards into the public sphere. We must, however, be gracious towards others (Rom 14)

10. Discussion Questions:

o "Should a local church publicaily speak out against leaders by name and action when they are

ungodly or compromise their duties?"

o "Should local churches be restricted in taking out ads in newspapers and other forms of media in
support of or against particular laws, leaders, candidates, or issues of societal concern?"

o "Has tax exempt status resulted in churches being "gun-shy” in addressing politically sensitive issues?"

o "Are you willing to give up your claim to a tax deduction for contributions to the church should it's

tax exempt status be revoked for any reason?”

0 "Do you think a local church should house a "Citizenship" room that provides materials, tracts,
information, and point papers on candidates, issues and laws of concern to believers in order to better
equip them to exercise their citizenship responsibilities?" Other actions?

o "What should the church net do?"

o “Has the church found it easier to generically address the evils of the day instead of finding and
supporting publically those leaders that desire to bring glory to God?”

o “Is the church to evangelize the nations and teach them righteousness?”

o “Is it appropriate to work together with other Christian churches that we agree with on societal issues

and actions needed, yet we differ doctrinally?”
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The Different Roles of the Church

God
(1 Cor 10:31)

Ambassadors
(2 Cor S5:20

Spiritual Earthly
Powers Powers
Eph 3:10-11) 1 Peter 3:9-10

(Matt 5:13-16)
Salt & Light

Worship (Acts 2:42)

Ordinances (Acts 2:41; 1 Cor 11:17-32)
Maintain Purity (Acts 20:28-31)

Equip for Service (Eph 2:10; 1 Cor 12:4-7)
Discipleship (Matt 28:19-20)

Meet Needs (Acts 6:1-6)

Support other Churches (2 Cor 8:2-5)
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Commonly Held Views of the Relationship
Between Church and Society (Culture)

Culture
3

Note: (1) "Christ abeve Culture (Modified Theocracy)
(2) " Christ and Culture in Paradox" (Dualism)
(3) "' Christ the Transformer of Culture"” (Transformation)
(4) "' Christ against Culture" (Separatism)
(5) "Christ of Culture" (Liberal Protestantism)

Based upon: H. Richard Hiebuhr 'Christ and Culture", 1951
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Session #10: Separation of Church and State
(Session Qutline)

"Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have

in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between
Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement

is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God

has said: 'I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be

my people.' 'Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean

thing, and I will receive you. I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters.
says the Lord Almighty.’"" Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from

everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God"
(2 Cor 6:14-18)

1. Introduction: Christians can be involved in politics. but they must not be yoked to it in an ungodly manner
0 “Do not be yoked...” (Deut 22:10)
o Implies different masters and goals (Christ vs. Satan)
o We are not by our own devises and decisions to be constrained or forced together such that we
are dependent upon a non-believer for us to do right before the Lord
0 What examples come to mind? What about coaches, commerce, doctors?
o Jesus told us who to be yoked to (viatt 11:28-30); we cannot serve two masters (Matt 6:24)
o Paul allowed associations with the immoral (1 Cor 5:9-10) as a practical matter. not as an
encouragement
o “For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common...?”
o There is no commonality, fellowship, harmony between the believer and unbeliever
o Christ fulfilled the law, all others are lawless; Christ is the light of the world, Satan the prince
of darkness; Christ is holy, pure, divine; Satan is created, fallen and rebellious
o Believer has: new nature, is redeemed, indwelt with the Holy Spirit, has the mind of Christ,
lives to please God; Unbeliever is the exact opposite
0 “Be separate” - be holy!
o We're not to entangle or bind ourselves to the depravity of the world
o We’re to examine ourselves and remove anything that soils us or makes us impure (1 Peter 3:9)
o But, we are to overcome evil with good (Rom 12:21) and be salt and light (Matt 5:13-17)
o Application - these verses do not teach us to not be involved in societal issues. politics and the like, but:
o Must be well grounded in Biblical truths to stand against the world’s schemes and reasoning
(Reference Daniel; Shadrack, Meshach, Abednego, Joseph, etc.)
0 We are to obey God before men (Acts 4:19)
o Many decisions require great wisdom and a through understanding of God’s word for a
consistent Christian worldview (don’t bend scripture to expediency, govern decisions by truth)
0 We're not to have binding agreements (commitments) that result in our compromising our
walk before the Lord
2. Historical Understanding of “Separation of Church and State™ protected Christianity from Central Government
o The Constitution itself - Amendment I; adopted June 15, 1790 (Establishment Clause)

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances"

o No mention of “separation of church and state™ in Constitution, Amendments or Decl. of Independence
o Origin from letter of President Jefferson to Dandury Baptist Association responding to rumor that
Federal Government intended to declare an official denomination:

"I contemplate with solemn reverence that act of the whole American people which declared that
their legislature should "make no law respecting an establiskment of religion, or prohibiting the
Jree exercise thereof," thus building a wall of separation between Church and State"
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o However: Jefferson not a delegate to Constitutional Convention, nor member of Congress when this
Amendment approved, therefore his opinion could not be expected to be definitive

0 What was the original intent? Prevent Federal Government from instifuting a national religion or
limiting the free expression of Christian influence! (see reference (1))

o See Handout and Congressional Judicial Committee rulings (1853): Both Houses
unambiguously affirmed Christianity as the bedrock of the nation and the appropriateness of
encouraging its influence

o See Handout and Supreme Court decision in “Church of the Holy Trinity v. United States”

(1892) which thoroughly researched the roots of the nation and intent of the Constitution
0 Additional Supreme Court case ( “Reynolds v. United States ” (1878)) specifically used
Jefferson’s letter to show nation’s laws and government were to protect Christian foundation
3. “New™ Interpretation of Establishment Clause (1947) resulted in systematic dismantling of Christian presence
throughout the nation (All governmental levels)
o “Everson v. Board of Education”, Supreme Court ruled:

"The First Amendment has erected a wall between church and state. That wall must be kept high
and impregnable. We could not approve the slightest breach” ...[n]either a state nor the Federal
Government...can pass laws which aid one religion, aid all religions, or prefer one religion over
another.”

o This decision used Jefferson’s letter out of context, did not cite any previous precedent, ignored all
other founding fathers, patriots, and all framers of the Constifution

o Court used 14® Amendment (originaily intended to protect freed slaves) and applied 1* Amendment to
the States (eventually used to apply all Bill of Rights to the States

o Result: Common belief that no outward expression of Christianity at any governmental level is legal
(contrary to first 150 years of national history)

4. Bottom Lines

o The church corporate must not loose sight of its primary mission - bring glory to God (Major in the
majors, and minor in the minors) )

o The church corporate has freedom to equip the saints ir being good citizens

o Churches still maintain great freedoms that can be exercised, and have a right to call the nation and the
magistrate back to protecting Christian expression vice promulgating, funding or forcing it

o Supreme Court decision in Walz v. Tax Commission of the City of New York, 379 U.S. 670, 90 S. Ct.

1409 (1970) - Churches still have rights:

" Adherents of particular faiths and individual churches frequently take strong positions on public
issues including, as this case reveals in the several briefs amici, vigorous advocacy of legal and
constitutional positions. Of course, churches as much as secular bodies and private citizens have
that right” However:

o Churches that are politically involved put their tax exempt status at high risk
o Developing Biblical approaches to social, cultural, State and National affairs takes significant
study & effort
5. Discussion Questions
0 “Should we allow our children to be “yoked” to a non-believing coach in Little League?”
o “Is it right for a Christian politician to compromise on an abortion limitation bill that is only 2 small
step towards the final goal?” (i.e. limit for other than rape or incest)
o “If we vote for a non-Christian, and he wins, are we “yoking”™ ourselves to him and his authority?”
o “What about ecumenical movements against abortion (Catholics; Jews; Presbyterians..)? Should we
work together since the objective is the same?” How about with atheists/secular groups?”
o “Should we endorse candidates for office we don't completely agree with?
o “Would we be willing to give up our church tax exempt status if necessary to become greatly involved
in a major political issue?”
o “Is it possible for a sincere believer to ever serve successfully in an elective office without
compromising beliefs?’
o “Can or should a pastor of 2 church ever simultaneously hold a publicly elected office and be pastor?’

Primary reference: (1) David Barton, "The Myth of Separation”, WallBuilder Press, 1992
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Has Church and State Historically Been Separate?
(Two Selected excerpts from Ref 1)

Congressional Judicial Committees, January 19, 1853

Historical note: Congress was petitioned to separate church and state and to remove chaplains from the
Congressional halls and from the military. The petitions submitted were referred to the Judiciary Committees of Congress
for consideration. Afier extensive investigations and searches through the historical records and laws the following reports
were filed (excerpts):

"In the Senate of the United States, January 19, 1853, Mr. Badger made the following report: -"

"The ground on which the petitioners found their prayer is, that the provisions of law...are in violation of the first
amendment of the constitution of the United States, which declares that ‘Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof."

"It thus becomes necessary to inquire whether the position of the petitioners be correct.”

"The clause speaks of 'an establishment of religion.' What is meant by that expression? It referred, without doubt,
to that establishment which existed in the mother-country, and its meaning is to be ascertained by ascertaining what that
establishment was. It was the connection, with the state, of a particular religious society {denomination]...”

"We are a Christian people...not because the law demands it, not to gain exclusive benefits or to avoid legal
disabilities, but from choice and education; and in a land thus universally Christian, what is to be expected, what desired,
but that we shall pay a due regard to Christianity...?"

"The whole view of the petitioners seems founded upon mistaken conceptions of the meaning of the
Constitution... They intended, by this amendment, to prohibit 'an establishment of religion' such as the English Church
prescnted, or any thing like it. But they had no fear or jealousy of religion itself, nor did they wish to see us an irreligious
people... They did not intend to spread over all the public authorities and the whole public action of the nation the dead and
revolting spectacle of atheistic apathy. Not so had the battles of the Revolution been fought and the deliberations of the
Revolutionary Congress been conducted.” v

"March 27, 1854. Mr. Meacham, from the [House] Committee on the Judiciary, made the following report:-The
Committee on the Judiciary...had the subject under consideration, and, after careful examination, are not prepared to come
to the conclusion desired by the memorialists. Having made that decision, it is due that the reason should be given...”

" At the adoption of the Constitution, we believe every State - certainly ten of the thirteen - provided as regularly for
the support of the Church as for the support of the Government...Had the people, during the Revolution, had a suspicion of
any attempt to war against Christianity, that Revolution would have been strangled in its cradle. At the time of the adoption
of the Constitution and the amendments, the universal sentimnent was that Christianity should be encouraged, not any one
sect [denomination]..."

"It [Christianity] must be considered as the foundation on which the whole structure rests. Laws will not have
permanence or power without the sanction of religious sentiment, - without a firm belief that there is a Power above us that
will reward our virtues and punish our vices. In this age there can be no substitute for Christianity: that, in its general
principles, is the great conservative element on which we must rely for the purity and permanence of free institutions. That
was the religion of the founders of the republic, and they expected it to remain the religion of their descendants. There is a
great and very prevalent error on this subject in the opinion that those who organized this Government did not legislate on
religion”

Two months later the House of Representatives passed the following resolution: "The great vital and conservative
element in our system is the belief of our people in the pure doctzines and divine truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ”

Church of the Holy Trinity v. United States, 1892
United States Supreme Court

Quote: "This is a religious people. This is historically true. From the discovery of this continent to the present
hour, there is a single voice making this affirmation. The commission to Christopher Columbus...[recited] that ‘it is hoped
that by God's assistance some of the continents and islands in the ocean will be discovered...' The first colonial grant made
to Sir Walter Raleigh in 1584.. and the grant authorizing him to enact statutes for the government of the proposed colony
provided that ‘they be not against the true Christian faith..." The first charter of Virginia, granted by King James 1 in
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1606...commenced the grant in these words: '...in propagating of Christian Religion to such People as yet live in
Darkness...""

"Language of similar import may be found in the subsequent charters of that colony...in 1609 and 1611; and the
same is true of the various charters granted to the other colonies. In language more or less emphatic is the establishment of
the Christian religion declared to be one of the purposes of the grant. The celebrated compact made by the Pilgrims in the
Mayflower, 1620, recites: 'Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and advancement of the Christian faith...a voyage to
plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia...'

"The fundamental orders of Connecticut, under which a provisional government was instituted in 1638-1639,
commence with this declaration: '... And well knowing where a people are gathered together the word of God requires that to
maintain the peace and union...there should be an orderly and decent government established according to God...to
maintain and preserve the liberty and purity of the gospel of our Lord Jesus which we now profess. ..of the said gospel
[which] is now practiced amongst us.”

"In the charter of privileges granted by William Penn to the province of Pennsylvania, in 1701, it is recited: '...no
people can be truly happy, though under the greatest enjoyment of civil liberties, if abridged of ..their religious profession
and worship..."

' "Coming nearer to the present time, the Declaration of Independence recognizes the presence of the Divine in
human affairs in these words: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights..."; '...appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our
intentions..."; 'And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.”

"There is no dissonance in these declarations. There is a universal language pervading them all, having one
meaning; they affirm and reaffirm that this is a religious nation. These are not individual sayings, declarations of private
persons: they are organic utterances; they speak the voice of the entire people. While because of 2 general recognition of
this truth the question has seldom been presented to the courts, vet we find that in Updegraph v. The Commonwealth, it was
decided that , 'Christianity, general Christianity, is, and always has been, a part of the common law...not Christianity with
an established church... but Christianity with liberty of conscience to all men.' And in The People v. Ruggles, speaking as
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New York, said: 'The people of this State, in common with the people of this country,
profess the general doctrines of Christianity, as the rule of their faith and practice...We are a Christian people, and the
morality of the country is deeply engrafted upon Christianity, and not upon the doctrines or worship of those impostors
[other religions].' And in the famous case of Vidal v. Girard's Executors, this Court...observed: 'It is also said, and truly,
that the Christian religion is a part of the common law...' These, and many other matiers which might be noticed, add a
volume of unofficial declarations to the mass of organic utterances that this is a Christian nation "

Notes: 1. The Court quoted from 18 sources and alluded to over forty others, and achxowledged "many other" from which
selections could have been made. The complete niling cited from 44 state constitutions (total states in 1892)

Other Court cases:

1. The People v. Ruggles, 1811, Supreme Court of New York sustained lower courts conviction of one that
committed blasphemy against God, and contumelious reproaches, and profane ridicule of Christ or the Holy
Scriptures, are offenses punishabile at the common law, whether uttered by words or writings

2. Updegraph v. The Commonweaith, 1824; Supreme Court of Pennsylvania dealt with blasphemy - sustaining the
lower courts conviction and the legality of laws on blasphemy

3. Vidal v. Girard's Executors, 1844, United States Supreme Court ruled that a stipulation in the bequeathing of an
inheritance to form a coilege, but with the restriction that no minister of any sect could hold any position there.
Court ruled separating Christianity from education was "repugnant” and could not be done - moral principles
must be taught from the Bible

Ref 1: "The Myth of Separation - What is the correct relationship between Church and State?”; David Barton, Wellbuilder
Press, 1992, pages 48, 49, 50, 132,133
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Session #11: Welfare (Part 1)
(Session Outline)

"And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid,
help the weak, be patient with everyone” (1 Thess 5:14)

1. A Balance of Wisdom, Discernment and Compassion should Govern our Approach to the Needy (1 Thess 5:14)
a. Paul is writing to mature believers and instructing them in how to treat others (1 Thess 5:12)
b. The "idle" are slothful, unwilling to work, leading to unruliness (Eccl 10:18; 2 Thess 3:6-10,13; 1 Tim
5:8; 2 Thess 3:6-9) - we must warn them!
¢. The "timid" are little-spirited, emotionally overwhelmed, believe they have little of value for the Lord -
we must be an encouragement to them to excel for the Lord!
d. The "weak" are feeble spiritually and/or physically (disabled, orphaned, widowed, etc.)(Deut 24:17;
26:12; Prov 23:10; 1 Tim 5:3,16; James 1:27) - we must help them!
e. Why is patience so important? (Gal 6:9)
Question: If God's principles relating to hard work. initiative, compassion (rewarding the worthy), and not
rewarding the unworthy applies universally. shouldn't experience and statistics demonstrate these truths?
2. Early America implemented Puritan Biblical Principles of Justice and Mercy
¢. Practical aspects in early Arnerica: small towns, personal contact, few secrets, high accountability
a. Charity in a society is built upon the image that society has of God (just, merciful, sugar-daddy. etc.)
b. Colonial view of compassion balanced demand of hard work, accountability, severe punishment of sin
(2 Thess 3:10; 1 Tim 5:8; Heb 13:17; Rom 3:10-12; 12:2; 1 Thess 5:14)
3. As America grew, hard practical lessons of compassion were learned over and over again
a. Cities grew; cultural, economic and church segregation occurred; economic factors created hardships in
a number of ways - individuals, churches and socictal organizations responded to meet needs
b. Hundreds of examples exist of attempts to help the "poor” in the 1800's alone, e.g.
o Society for the Prevention of Pauperism (New York; 1818ff)
0 Association of Delegates from the Benevolent Societies of Boston (1835f%)
o New York Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor (AICP) in early 1830's
o Boston Provident Association (1851£f)
o New York Children's Aid Society (18531f)
4. Some Historical Lessons learned
a. People give generously when they have confidence it will be used to help and not harm
b. Upwards of 75% to 90% of poverty was found to be related to intemperance
c. The real cause of the poverty must be found and addressed, not just the apparent condition
d. Home visitation very important to determine underlying causes of the situation
e. Aid is only to be given in concrete terms (food, clothing, coal), never cash
f. Direct involverment and accountability were keys to successfully helping others
g. Practical advice concerning finances, education, moderation, finding a job was needed
h. Giving material aid without requiring anything in return made the situation worse
1. Charities that gave too frecly drove out "good" charities
j. Handouts become "rights" in the view of those being "helped" ("entitlements")
k. Changed worldview the most critical component in making a lasting change in a person's condition
5. When talking with un-believers, appeal to reason, historical record and what true compassion is
6. Discussion Questions
a. “If parents try and teach initiative, hard work, compassion and honesty to their children. why shouidn’t
society demand that of evervone before any help is given?”
_ b. “If non~work and no initiative is rewarded, is the system truly incentivized correctly?”
c. “What constitutes true compassion?”
d. “Can government be expected to provide better insight into how to help people than those who know
them the best (family, friends, church)?”
e. ‘How would you define what constitutes ‘worthy’ and ‘unworthy’ poor?”
f. “Is having expectations of those who receive help considered harsh? If so, why?”
Primary Reference: Marvin Olasky. "The Tragedy of American Compassion": Regnery, 1992
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Session #12: Welfare (Part 2)
(Session Outline)

""Do not swerve to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil"”
(Prov 4:27)

1. Biblically there is a difference between harsh and indiscriminate compassion (Prov 4:27)
a. Extreme liberalism or extreme conservatism both vield undesirable results
b. Loving our neighbor as ourselves (Matt 22:37-39) and secking His kingdom (Matt 6:33) provide the
foundational perspective needed (help the downtrodden, but point them heavenward)
2. What happened in the United States? (Dominant swerve to the left)
a. Early 1800's
o Governmental "Alms Houses" had a bad reputation
o Institutionalized support typically failed since they "dried up” local charities
o 1840's - Historic editorial battle between the New York Times and Tribune framed the issues
o Liberal press began espousing view that public money should be used to support public needs
b. Mid to late 1800's
o Civil War and economic crisis created massive poverty
o Immigration and urbanization produced massive cultural segregation
o "Compassion Fatigue” began to appear as "Bad" charities drove out "good" charities
0 Social Darwinism gained a strong foothold
c. Late 1800's and early 1900's
0 “Social Gospel" gained prominence (charity without challenge); Calvinism influence fell
o Pietism kept evangelical emphasis and care for needy, but not strongly focusing of government
o Settlement House movement occurred with no religious affitiations
o Humanism became prevalent - government was the new god
3. Modemn contemporary trends in the United States
a. Welfare as we know it began in the early 1960's - the "War on Poverty” of President Johnson
0 Over 77 major Federal programs alone (not counting state and local programs)
o Costs (1963-1997)for total Federal and State was over $7 Trillion (constant 1993 dollars)
o On average for a family, welfare in 1993 alone cost $3,357
b. Popular misconceptions: material poverty; undernourished; dilapidated housing; there isn't enough
money (see Handout)
¢. Impact upon the family and society (see Handout)
o When welfare benefits are tied to low work, divorce, iliegitimacy, then those behaviors increase
o Breakdown of the family is a leading cause of crime (crime causes poverty not vice versa)
o Out of wedlock children have higher rates of: behavioral problems; psychiatric care; suicide;
earlier sexual activity; low IQ scores; expel from school; unwed mothers; divorce; drug use
d. Current status: little public confidence in the system; little accountability; no public control of system
¢. Bottom line: when incentives reward bad behavior, that is what you will get!
4. What can we do as Christians?:
o Remember Christ showed true "compassion” to us (Heb 2:17-18)
o Are we willing to sacrifice to help the "worthy"” poor? (Matt 19:19; Lev 19:18)
o0 Where are we storing our riches? Here or in Heaven? (Matt 6:19-21)
o Teach Biblical principles of hard work & compassion to our families (see Handout), gain practical
experience
o Seek out those to belp in our churches by helping the Deacons (Acts 6:1-7)
o Within our neighborhood encourage in order: family/relatives/church/neighbors/organizations/
temporary Christian social services/temporary governmental social services
o Within our nation: encourage programs requiring self-reliance; initiative; help for the "worthy" poor;
removal of disincentives to work & marriage; incentives to prevent iliegitimacy; vote accordingly
o Have handy facts and questions when confronting non-believers
Primary Reference: Marvin Olasky. "The Tragedy of American Compassion”; Regnery, 1992
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Selected Data on Welfare in the United States

(Various Sources)

o Welfare Basics

o Definition: "the total set of governmental programs explicitly designed to assist poor and low income
Americans”™) (note (1))
o Official objectives of welfare programs:
o Sustain living standards through cash and non-cash transfers
o Promote self-sufficiency
0 Aid economically distressed communities
0 Most welfare programs are "individually means-tested", restricting eligibility for benefits to persons
with "means” (non-welfare income) below a certain level (note (1))
o About 94% of total welfare spending is means-tested aid directly to individuals
0 5.2% is directed throngh programs that are "community targeted” (assistance to communities
with high percentage of poor and low income persons or are economically distressed)
0 1.2% is directed towards "categorical” programs to provide aid to specific disadvantaged or
generally needy groups (migrant farm workers, homeless persons, abandoned children, all

without a formal means test)
o Types of programs (77 major ones run by the Federal government alone in 1995):
o Cash aid o Food oMedical aid o Housing aid o Emergy aid

o Jobs & training o Social service o Urban & community development
o Targeted & means tested education
o There are 36.5 Million “poor” Americans (14% of population) in 1997 according to the Census Bureau

o Costs associated with Welfare programs (note (1) except as noted)

0 1993: 48% devoted to medical programs; 22.1% cash; 18.8% for food, housing and energy; 11.1% for
education, job training, social services, urban and community aid
o FY 1993: $324.3 Billion ($234.3 Biilion Federal; $90 Billion State)
o In 1965 the US spent 29 cents on welfare for every $1 on primary, secondary and post-secondary
education by all levels of government. In 1993 it was 91 cents for every $1 on education
0 On average the welfare system costs each household that paid Federal tax $3,357 (in 1993)
o Between 1965 and 1994 the total cost was $5.4 Trillion in constant 1993 dollars
o Equals the entire cost of private sector industrial and business infrastructure of US
o Equals entire purchasing price of every factory, all manufacturing equipment, every office
building in US, with Ieftover could buy every airline, railroad, trucking firm, entire commercial
maritime fleet, every telephone, television, radio company, power company, hotel, retail and
wholesale store in the US
o As of 1997, the total bill for welfare at all levels of government has been over $7 Trillion! (note (6))

o War on poverty through 1994 was 70% greater than cost to defeat Germany and Japan in WW I (after
adjusting for inflation)

o Some Misconceptions: Common view is that all “poor” are malnourished, poorly clothed,
and living in filthy, dilapidated and overcrowded housing.

o Are all with a yearly income below the poverty level “poor”? Census Bureau considers family income
below $14,763 for family of four in 1993 ($16,404 in 1997) as “poor”. However; it considers
o Only current year income and ignores all assets accumulated in prior years
o Temporary business losses resulting in negative net income for the year qualifies as “poor”
0 Only it’s own income calculations (total for US in 1996 was $4.8 Trillion); but the National
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Income and Product Accounts (GNP estimates) found “personal income” for the US was
$6.8 Trillion (avg. of $20,000 for each household difference)(note (6))
o What about nourishment?
0 "Poor" have almost the same average level of consumption of protein, vitamins, and other
nutrients as persons in the upper middle class (note (3))
0 Children living in "poverty” today are not mainourished; grow to be one inch taller and ten
pounds heavier that avg chiid of same age in general population in late 1950's (note (4)).
0 Most important nutrition related problem facing poor in US is obesity - poor have a higher rate
than do members of other socioeconomic groups
o Avg. Consumption of protein, vitamins, minerals is virtually the same for poor and middie~
class children, and in most cases is well above recommended norms; “poor” children actually

consume more meat than do lgher-income children and have avg. protein intakes 100% above
recommended levels (note (6))

o What about housing?

o "Poor" Americans have more housing space and are less likely to be overcrowded than the
average citizen in Western Europe. Nearly 41% of households defined as poor by the US
government actually own their own homes (vs. 65% of all households)rotes (5) & (9))

o Avg. Home owned by a person classified as “poor” has three bedrooms, 1.5 baths, a garage,
and is located on a half-acre lot. Over three quarters of a million own homes worth over
$150,000 and nearty 260,000 own homes worth over $300,000 (ote (6))

0 Avg. “poor” American has 1/3 more living space that the avg. Japanese and 4 times that of the
avg. Russian (note (7)), and roughly twice the living space per person of the avg. citizen in
middle-income countries such as Greece or Poland (note (6))

0 4 % of “poor” family homes have “severe physical problems (1.5% of total US homes); and 9%
of “poor” family homes have “moderate physical problems” (5% of total US homes)(zote (8))

0 What about amenities?

0 70% of “poor” households own a car (90% for all households); 27% own two or more cars (vs.
62%)(note (6))
o Two thirds of “poor” households have air conditioning (30 years ago only 36% of entire US
population enjoyed air conditioning, with 75% of all households today)(nore (6))
0 99.3% of “Poor” houscholds have a refrigerator (99.7% for all households); 97.3% have a color
TV (vs. 98.7%); 13.1% have a personal computer (vs. 35%)(note (6))

o Is there enough money to eradicate the “poor™?

o In 1992 (for example), there were an estimated 7.5 million families below the poverty line
o If each family in 1992 was given $12 K to put above the poverty line the total cost is about $90 B. The
amount that was spent in 1992 on cash & non cash benefits for persons with limited income was $150 B

o Impact on Society (direct and indirect)

o In 1995, 1 in 7 children were raised on Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)
o In 1965, 1 in 4 black children were born out of wedlock; in 1995 2 out of 3 were
o Megitimate birth rate among low-income white High School dropouts - 48%
0 Overall, nearly one third of children are born to single mothers
0 Welfare undermines the work ethic and rewards illegitimacy (in effect, generates its own clientele)
o Breakdown of the family structure is a known leading cause of crime
o Affect of breakup of family structure
o The greater the percentage of single parent families in a neighborhood, the higher the rates of
violent crime and burglary (note (2))
o The percent of low income families in a neighborhood is not related to the crime rate (zote (2))
o Children born out of wedlock: have twice the antisocial behavior; are 25-50% more likely to
have behavioral problems; are 2-3 times more likely to need psychiatric care; have higher
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Notes:

suicide rates; are more likely to begin sexual activity at earlier age; have higher probability will
use drugs; have lower 1Q tests; are 3 times more likely to repeat a grade in school; are 4 times
more likely to be expelled from school; are three times more likely to become an unwed mother
if raised by one; are 92% more likely to have a marriage end in divorce
o Spending to alleviate material poverty led to large increase in behavioral poverty (divorce; illegitimacy;
non-work). Mother in effect has a contract with the government to continue to receive a check if'
o She does not work
o She does not marry an employed male
0 When welfare benefits are tied to low work, divorce and illegitimacy, then these behaviors increase (we
get what we pay for!)

(1) Robert Rector and William Lauber, "America’s Failed $5.4 Trillion War on Poverty”, The Heritage
Foundation, 1995
(2) Douglas Smith & G. Roger Jarjoura, "Social Structure and Criminal Victimization", Journal of
Research in Crime and Delinquency, February 1988, pp. 27-52 ‘
(3) Robert Rector, "Food Fight: How Hungry Are America's Children?", Policy Review, Fall 1991,
pp. 38-43; "Hunger and Malnutrition Among America's Children”, Heritage Foundation
Backgrounder No. 843, August 2, 1991
(4) Bernard D. Karpinos, "Height and Weight of Military Youths", (Medical Statistics Division, Office
of the Surgeon General, Department of the Army, 1960, pp. 336-351. Information on current height
and weight provided by National Center jfor Health Statistics of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services
(5) Robert Rector, "How the Poor Really Live”, pp. 12-13
(6) “The Myth of Widespread American Poverty” Robert Rector; The Heritage Foundation; #1221; 18
September, 1998 (www.heritage.org)
(7) A.S. Zaychenko, “United Sates-USSR: Individual Consumption (Some Comparisons)” World Afairs;
Summer 1990. Japanese data provided by the Japanese embassy
(8) American Housing Survey for the United States in 1995
(@) US Department of Housing and Urban Development
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Christian Work Virtue
(Selected verses)

Work Ethic: The Christian is called to be diligent in their affairs in this life as a constant witness
to unbelievers and to be obedient to God. Selected scriptures relating to a Christians' work
ethic are listed below:

0 "Go to the ant you sluggard, consider its ways and be wise" (Prov 6:6)

0 "A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest - and poverty will come on you like a
bandit and scarcity like an armed man.” (Prov 6:10)

o "Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring wealth." (Prov 10:4)

o “He who gathers crops in summer is a wise son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son."
(Prov 10:5)

0 "He who works his land will have abundant food, but he who chases fantasies lacks judgment” (Prov 12:11)

o "The sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the desires of the diligent are fully satisfied.” (Prov 13:4)

o "All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.” (Prov 14:23)

0 "Omne who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys.” (Prov 18:9)

o "Do not love sleep or yon will grow poor; stay awake and you will have food to spare.” (Prov 20:13)

0 "Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will serve before kings; he will not serve before obscure men."
(Prov 22:29)

o"I went past the field of the sluggard, past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; thorns had come up

everywhere, the ground was covered with weeds, and the stone wall was in ruin." (Prov 24:30,31)

o "If a man is lazy, the rafters sag; if his hands are idie, the house leaks.” (Eccl 10:18)

0 "He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands,
that he may have something to share with those in need." (Eph 4:28)

o "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that
you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving” (Col 3:23)

o "Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as
we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent
on anybody." (1 Thess 4:11)

o "For you yourselves know how vou ought to follow our example. we were not idle when we were with you,
nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring
and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. We did this, not because we do not have the
right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow." (2 Thess 3:7-9)

0 "We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such people we command
and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat." (2 Thess 3:11,12)

o "We do not want you to become 1azy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has
been promised.” (Heb 6:12)

Christian Service: The Christiar is also called to be of service to both Christians and non-
Christians. Selected verses in this area are the following:

o "If you come across your enemy's ox or donkey wandering off, be sure to take it back to him. If you see
the donkey of someone who hates you fallen down under its load, do not leave it there, be sure you help
him with it" (Ex 23:4-5)

o "If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to support himself among you, help him as you
would an alien or a temporary resident, so he can continue to live among you (Lev 25:35)

o "Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality” (Rom 12:13; 1 Peter 4:9)

0 "You my brothers, were called to be free. but do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather,
serve one another in love.” (Gal 5:13)
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0 "Do not be deceived; God cannot be mocked A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his
sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit
will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest
if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those
who belong to the family of believers." (Gal 6:7-10)

o "Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will
reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free." (Eph 6:7)

0 "No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband, and
is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of
the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kings of good deeds" (1 Tim 5:9-10)

o "Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share."(1 Tim 6:18)

o "For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 1
was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” (Matt 25:35-36)

o 'Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you truly love me? He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that Ilove
you.' Jesus said, 'Take care of my sheep." (John 21:16)

o "But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and
wicked" (Luke 6:35)

o "H your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will
heap burning coals on his head. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good"” (Rom 12:20-21;
Prov 25:21-22)

Why is this important?

o "In the same way, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven.” (Matt S:16)

o "In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will say, "You
have faith; I have deeds.' Show me your faith without deeds, and I wili show you my faith by what 1 do."”
(James 2:17,18)

o "Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.” (James 4:17)

o "Live such good lives among the pagans that though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your
good deeds and glorify God on the day be visits us. For it is God's will that by doing good you should
silence the ignorant talk of foolish men (1 Peter 2:15)
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The Oak Ridge
Affirmations and Denials

AFFIRMATIONS

DENIALS

8. Wa AFFIRM that Scripture teaches that
God blesses those, especially the poor
themselvos, who help the poor.

8. We DENY that Scriplure apptoves a
callous Indifference to, or ignorance of, the
oppression of the poor.

AFFIRMATIONS

DENIALS

1. Wo AFFIRM that there is a Bblical rola
tionship between faith and work, word and
doed. Further, we confess Christ as Lord
over all realms of He.

1. We DENY that plety or splrituality
exempts Christlans from conceins with
physical needs. Further, we deny any
gnosticism which tsolates the physical from
the splritual,

9. We AFFIRM that the Church ts charged
1o be the major extra-family agency of
wallare for #1s members and charged with
the prophetlc task of calling for, and
modeling, justice and mercy in the world,

9. We DENY that civit government ks the
apency of fikst recourse for the amefioration
of poverty.

2. We AFFIRM that the evangelical and re-
formed churches have been slack In minis-
try 1o the poot in our time.

2. We DENY that our responsioliity as
Chrislians will ba lessenad In the coming
days.

10. We AFFIRM the Bblical priorily among
helping agendles (as kn { Tim. 8), viz.:

a. Personal responsibitity

b. Family support

¢. LocalVarea church

d. Other voluntary organizations

10. We DENY that the Church Ig the first
agency responsible for ametioration of the
poor.

3. We AFFIRM that U.S. government pro-
grams since 1860 have squandered many
resources, kfting few out of poverty,

3. We DENY thatthe current approach,
which centralizes and expends
approximately 76 percent on overhead,

'} bears much promise for the tuture.

11. We AFFIAM the Bble's emphasls on
industriousnees and hones! respors bilty.

11. We DENY that free handouts and

aseletance have remedled poverty in our
cufture,

4. We AFFIRM thal the present wellare sya-
tem s counter-productive, il-conceived,
and substantialty immoral.

4. We DENY that the present wellare
systemn Is the proper starting polnt for
caring for the poor.

12. We AFFIRM that the Church or tamlly
shall assist only those who ase willing to
work or ynable to work

12. We DENY that the Church is not iee to
espouse its beliefs and Bblica! ethics while
dispensing material ald; nor that it cannot
advocate certaln Bhlical-ethical behaviors
as prerequisites for assistance.

5. We AFFIAM that the Church should call
prophetically for the adoption of Biblically
valid systems of caring for the poor.

6. We DENY that any system of caring for
the poor can be neutral alther in religious
principla or moral effoct, -

13. We AFFIRM that Providence is &
limiing tactor for the totat eradication of
poverty.

13. We DENY that alt problems can be
cured by any agency prior to the eschaton
(end time).

6. Wo AFFIRM that God has created man
In His own image to be creative and produc-
tive, and that God has enabled him, yndes
proper conditions, fo produce sufficlent
goods {of all people everywhere.

8. We DENY thatthere Is Inherent scarcity
{nthe fintte universe 1o thwant indusiry or
necessiate poverty,

14. We AFFIRM that there are deserving
poor.

14. We DENY that the undeserving poor
should be given ald.

7. We AFFIRM that God expresses a oon-
cem for the poor Inthe Scriptures.

7. We DENY that God has a concern for
poverly as a consequence of sin beyond
other categories of sinful consequenca.

15. Wo AFFIRM that an active ministry of
mercy I8 one of tho marks of an obedlent
church.

15. We DENY that any churches are
exempt from the mandate 1o Institute and
malntaln ministiies of mercy.

18. We AFFIRM that rightecusness 1s a
combination of Justice and mercy and that
afl pacple and institutions fall showt of both
standards,

16. We DENY that justice ks a part of
charlty.

17. We AFFIAM justkce 10 mean rendering
Impantlally to everyons his due in
accordance with God's moral law.

17. We DENY that justice entails any ideal
distribution of wealth In society.
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AFFIRMATIONS

DENIALS

18, We AFFIAM that justice requies the
remedlation and vindication of those who
are impoverished by the oppressive acts of
othars, and that this is the primary task of
the State in helping the poor.

18. We DENY both that justice permits
partiality to anyone in the entorcement of
{aws and that the poor can be expecied to
defend themsselves adequately against
oppression without help from mediating
{nstitutions and the state.

19. Wse AFFIAM that we should not only
provide material aid for the genuine poor,
but Bilical counse! and accountabliity as
wel,

19. We DENY that real charity requlres us
10 subsidize thase who perslist In moral
rebellion,

20. We AFF(RM that principles of Biblical
economica must ba included as a basls for
wellare.

20. We DENY that non-Bhbical principles of
economics {e.g., Manism, or unprincipied
greed) will help In remedying povesty.

21. We AFFIRM that a politico-economlc
system that promotes human lberty, justice
and productivity is crucial to the prevention
and reduction of poverty.

21. We DENY that any politico-economic
system apart from the Chrlstlan ethic Is an
adequate solution to poverty.

22, We AFFIRM the Bible as the only
infallible guide to proper care lor the poor,

22, We DENY that approaches which
contradict Biblical wiadom can prove fruitiuf,

23. We AFFIAM that there are many
causes of poverty.

23. We DENY that poverty or wellare can
be reduced to any single varlable, untess R
Is an explichly Scriptural dynamic (i.e. sin).

24, We AFFIRM voluntary charity as the
best replacement for statist approaches,

24. We DENY that the civil government's
power Yo 1ax jusiities a general system of
woalth redistiibution.

26. We AFFIRM that health s a condition
of both body and soul (splrl) and that
medical care should be practiced with that
undarstanding.

25. We DENY that governmant conlral ot
provision of heahh care Is the best means
of making health care avallable to the
needy,

26, We AFFIRM that the goal of charity e
10 enable ite reciplonts to bacome self-
supporting and able to help others,

26. We DENY that approaches which
ongender attitudes of dependancy on the
state for the long term are either helplul or
moral,

27, We AFFIAM that some cases of need
are systemic or enduring and will require
continuing mercy.

27. We DENY that reciplents of long-term

mercy are Incapable of productivity or
moaninglul minlstry,

Doug Bandow, Michael Bauman, Cal Belsner, Joel Belz, Mark Buckner,
Michael Cromastie, Aobert Dotson, David Dunham, George Grant, David Ha¥l,
: Randy Nabors, Ed Payne, Hiton Terrell
October 24, 1992




Session #13: The Homeless
(Session Outline)

"If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered.” (Prov 21:13)

1. Introduction
a. Have you ever seen "homeless” people? Where, and under what circumstances?
b. Have you ever talked with "homeless” people? What did you learn?
2. Back to Basics: God shows compassion for the poor and also expects us to
a. God provides for the fatherless, widows, and aliens (Deut 10:17-19; Psalm 68:4-7; 35:10; 1 Sam 2:8)
b. O.T. laws protected them (Ex 23:11; Lev 19:9-10; 23:22; Deut 15:1-11; 24:19-22; Ruth 2:15-16)
¢. Book of Proverbs addresses the poor many times (See Handout)
d. N.T. shows compassion to them (Matt 19:21; Gal 2:10)
e. They will always be with us (Deut 15:4-5,11; Matt 26:11), do you know why?
f. Remember - they also are created in God’s image and are not to be overlooked or ignored
3. Who are the poor Biblically - worthy and the unworthy!
a. Those as a result of their own sin (Prov 6:10-11; 10:4-5; 11:24; 13:11; 19:15; 20:1,13; 21:5;
23:19-21,29-35; 24:34; 28:19)
b. Those as a direct result of God's judgment (Prov 15:25)
¢. Those that are a result of disability (John 5:5)
d. Those as a resuit of exploitation (Ex 3:7; Psalm 10:2; 82:3; Prov 14:31; Isa 3:13-15; 32.7)
e. Those that are a result of persecution for righteousness sake (Heb 11:35-38)
1. Those as a result of calamity (John 9:1; Luke 13:2-5)
g. Those as a result of others ignoring them in their time of need (Prov 14:20; 17:5; 19:7)
h. Those as a result of personal sacrifice (Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4;1 Cor 4:8-13; 2 Cor 8:3-3,9)
4. Who are the "Homeless"? (See Handout)
a. Estimates vary depending upen the political agenda
b. Causes are typically attributed to society and not morally wrong personal choices
5. The Body of Christ is to follow clear Biblical teachings towards the Believing Homeless
a. Body of Christ are to minister to each other (Acts 11:27-30; Rom 15:25-27; 1 Cor 12:24 b-26; 16:1-4;
2 Cor 8:13-15) and not overlook those in need
b. Hospitality is a mark of the believer (1 Peter 4:9; Rom 12:13; Heb 13:2)
¢. Deacons are gifted to minister to the physical needs of the body (Acts 6:1-7) and are to be supported
d. Must address underiying spiritual problems (Rom 12:4-8; 1 Thess 5:14; 2 Thess 3:6-15; 1 Peter 4:10)
6. General Christian Principles towards the Unbelieving "Homeless"
a. Love one another as Christ loved us (Matt 19:21; Rom 12:20-21; 1 John 4:11)
b. Use discernment and don't generalize (Prov 21:13; 29:14)
¢. Maintain an attitude of mercy and compassion (Prov 14:31; Matt 5:42; Eph 4:28; Phil 4:16)
d. Instruct our family and be aware of the Devil's schemes (Deut 6:4-9; 2 Cor 2:11)
e. Is this a ministry area for you? (Rom 12:6-8)
f. Remember, God calls the poor into His kingdom (Luke 10:27; 1 Cor 1:26-31)
7. Practical Suggestions (See Handout)
a. Be prepared to be a good Samaritan (Luke 10:27, 30-37), pray for those you.see, use discernment.
b. Don't underestimate the cleverness of stories (Prov 13:7; Matt 10:16; John 5:1-7)
¢. Know where practical help can be found (physical and spiritual)
d. Never throw money at the problem
e. Don't put your family at risk (or overstep your authority) (Prov 26:10)
f. Volunteer (with you family) at soup kitchens or similar Christ centered church related outreach
(be prepared, work in this area can be spiritually, emotionally, and physically draining)
£. Demand strict accountability if government initiates activities in this area (use Biblical vice secular
approaches)
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The Book of Proverbs on the Poor

(Homework: Determine the principles involved with each verse)

"The Lord Makes the Rich and the Poor"

o "The Lord tears down the proud man's house but he keeps the widow's boundaries intact” (Prov 15:25)

o "Rich and poor have this in common: The Lord is the Maker of them all* (Prov 22:2)

0 "The poor man and the oppressor have this in common: The Lord gives sight to the eyes of both" (Prov 29:13)
0 "The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry but he thwarts the craving of the wicked" (Prov 10:3)

0 "A man's riches may ransom his life, but a poor man hears no threat" (Prov 13:8)

"Even the Poor are to be Righteous"”

o0 "Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice” (Prov 16:8)

o "Better a poor man whose walk is blameless thar a fool whose lips are perverse” (Prov 19:1)

o "What a man desires is unfailing love; better to be poor than a liar" (Prov 19:22)

0 "Better a poor man whose walk is blameless than a rich man whose ways are perverse” (Prov 28:6)

0 "A rich man may be wise in his own eyes, but a poor man who has discernment sees through him" (Prov 28:11)

o "Two things I ask of you, O Lord; do not refuse me before I die: Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me
neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you
and say, 'Who is the Lord?" Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God"
(Prov 30:7-9)

0 "Men do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy his hunger when he is starving. Yet if he is caught, he must pay
sevenfold, though it costs him all the weaith of his house" (Prov 6:30-31)

"Do not Mock or Ignore the Poor"

0 "He who mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker; whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished”
{Prov 17:5)

0 "A poor man pleads for mercy, but a rich man answers harshly” (Prov 18:23)

0 "Wealth brings many friends, but a poor man's friend deserts him" (Prov 19:4)

0 "A poor man is shunned by all his relatives - how much more do his friends avoid him! Though he pursues them
with pleading, they are nowhere to be found" (Prov 19:7)

o "If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered” (Prov 21:13)

o "He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses”
{Prov 28:27)

o "Do not exploit the poor because they are poor and do not crush the needy in court, for the Lord will take up their
case and will plunder those who plunder them" (Prov 22:22-23)

"Extend Kindness to the Poor and be Blessed”

0 "He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done" (Prov 19:17)

0 "A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor" (Prov 22:9)

o "The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern” (Prov 29:7)

o "If a king judges the poor with fairness, his throne will always be secure” (Prov 29:14)

0 "It is not for kings, O Lemuel - not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer, lest they drink and forget
what the law decrees, and deprive all the oppressed of their rights. Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to
those who are in anguish; let them drink and forget their poverty and remember their misery no more. Speak up
for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly,
defend the rights of the poor and needy" (Prov 31:4-9) '
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0 "She opens here arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy" (Prov 31:20)

0 "He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy" (Prov 14:21)

o "He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God"
{Prov 14:31)

""Some Causes of Poverty"

o "The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surcly as baste leads to poverty" (Prov 21:5)

o "He who loves pleasure will become poor;, whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich” (Prov 21:17)

o "The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender” (Prov 22:7)

o "He who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth and he who gives gifts to the rich - both come to poverty"
(Prov 22:16)

o "Listen, my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path. Do not join those who drink too much wine
or gorge themselves on meat, for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and drowsiness clothes them in rags"
(Prov 23:19-21)

o "I went past the field of the sluggard, past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; thorns had come up
everywhere, the ground was covered with weeds, and the stone wall was in ruins. I applied my heart to what I
observed and learned a lessen from what I saw: A littie sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to
rest - and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man" (Prov 24:30-34)

o "A ruler who oppresses the poor is like a driving rain that leaves no crops" (Prov 28:3)

o "He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty”
(Prov 28:19)

o "To show partiality is not good - yet a man will do wrong for a piece of bread” (Prov 28:21)

0 "Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring wealth" (Prov 10:4)

0 "He who ignores discipline comes to poverty and shame, but whoever heeds correction is honored" (Prev 13:18)

o "The righteous eat to their heart's content, but the stomach of the wicked goes bungry" (Prov 13:25)

o "A poor man's field may produce abundant food, but injustice sweeps it away” (Prov 13:23)

o "All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty" (Prov 14:23)

o "The wealth of the rich is their fortified city, but poverty is the ruin of the poor” (Prov 10:15)
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Who are the Homeless?
(Selected Information & Statistics)

1. Basic Definitions

o Some estimates can include any of the following as “homeless™
0 Runaways o Those in jail o Those camping
o Those between moves o Those staying overnight at someone's home
o Those at a friends to avoid abusiveness in family
o Those who lack the capacity to live in a home (incorrigible)
o Those that are true hard-core homeless (lack of housing or means to pay)

0 According to the Stewart B. McKinney Act, 42 U.S.C, 11301 (1994), a person is considered homeless
who “lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate night-time residence and; and...has a primary night time
residency that is: (A) a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary
living accommodations...(B) an institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended
to be institutionalized, or (C) a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular
sleeping accommodation for human beings.”

2. National statistics

o National homeless advocates routinely indicate from 3 to 4 million homeless exist in the US (considered
by most to be grossly over inflated)

o Point-in-time estimate yielded 500,000 to 600,000 in shelters, eating at soup kitchens, or congregating
on the street during one week in 1988 (nofe (1)). This estimate is sometimes updated by using a
projected rate of increase of 5% a year for an estimate of 700,000 on any given night

0 A 1990 national telephone survey produced life-time and five-year prevalence estimates of
homelessness. 7% reported they had been literally homeless sometime in their lives, 3% between 1985 -
1990. Federal government used this est. (corrected to include children) to est. between 4.95 and 9.32
million people (mid point 7 million) experienced homelessness in latter 1980's (nofe (2)). Update in
1994 indicated 12 million adults nationwide had been literally homeless at some point in their lives

o0 During 1960's de-institutionalization swept through state mental hospitals - patient totals
dropped from 550,000 to 110,000 (where did they go?)

0 Accurate estimates are widely recognized to be very difficult to obtain and are subject to conjecture and
estimating techniques.

o Where do the Homeless Stay (rote (5))7: Vehicles (59.2%); Makeshift housing (tents, boxes, caves,
€tc.)(24.6%)

o Profile of the “homeless™ in 30 cities (note (6)):

o Children under the age of 18 accounted for 25% of urban homeless

0 Unaccompanied minors comprised 3% of the urban homeless

o Single men comprised 45% of the urban homeless; single women accounted for 14% (families
with children the remaining 40%)

0 49% African-American; 32% Caucasian; 12% Hispanic; 4% Native American; 3% Asian

0 22% of urban male homeless were veterans (wider research indicates 40% are veterans as
compared t0 34% of general adult male population; nofe (7))

0 22% of the urban homeless were employed

0 Almost 1/2 of cities surveyed indicated domestic violence as a primary cause of homelessness

0 Approximately 20-25% of the single adult homeless suffers from some form of severe and persistent
mental illness (nofe (8))(5-7% with mental illness require institutionalization; most can live in the
community with appropriate supportive housing options; note (9))

o Other estimates indicate as high as one third of those that are homeless are mentally ill (nofe (3,4))

o Philadelphia expert estimated 75-80% of homeless men and women were addicts, New York study
indicated 75% and a Washington manager of a homeless residence estimated at least 90% of the men
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were addicts. Other estimates from 44-68%, however, these numbers are challenged by others (nofe (3))

3. Causes given for persons becoming “homeless”:

o Mental illness o Drug abuse/Alcoholism

o Disability o Chronic discase

o Domestic violence o Declining wages putting housing out of reach

o Lack of affordable housing o Poverty (eroding employment options; decreasing public assistance)

4. Representative Homeless Advocacy Groups Issues:

o0 Lobby to amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to include a guarantee of homeless people’s civil rights.
Would call for Protected Class status for homeless and low income people
0 A “Protected Class Resolution” for the Indigent Homeless Population. Based upon the US government’s
‘state party status’ to the UNs” Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Habitat Agenda - which
guarantee basic economic, social, and cultural rights, and protection against discrimination - this
resolution is the homeless person’s bill of rights and calls for protection from: laws against sleeping in
pubtic, acts or laws interfering with their right to travel, unfair wages, laws that disregard personal
property, violence and hate crimes, and being characterized and treated as non-citizens (note (10))
o Ensuring voting rights independent of having a permanent address (protected in 10 States currently)
o Passing of hate crime legislation to protect the homeless
o Ensuring;
o Adequate supply of affordable housing
o Jobs which pay a living wage (practical aspect, significantly raising the minimum wage level)
o Universal access to health care
o Seeking Federal funding increases in programs (for example):

o Emergency shelters o Transitional living quarters
o Street outreach o Homeless children and youth education
o Veterans reintegration o Health care
o Treatment and recovery o Emergency food and shelter (soon at risk people)
o Pursuing litigation against city ordinances targeting the homeless; unequal law enforcement; ensuring
equal access rulings

o Formal recognition of a National Homeless Person’s Memorial Day (21 December - first day of winter)

References:
(1) Burt, Martha and Barbara Cohen, “America’s Homeless: Numbers, Characteristics, and Programs
that Serve Them’ 1989; The Urban Institute
(2) Interagency Council on the Homeless, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
“Priority: Home! The Federal Plan to Break the Cycle of Homelessness” 1994
(3) Gina Kolata, "Twins of the Streets: Homelessness and Addiction”, New York Times, 22 May, 1989
(4) E. Fuller Torrey, "Nowhere to Go: The Tragic Odyssey of the Homeless Mentally Ill"; New York;
Harper & Row, 1989
(3) Link, Bruce et al. “Life-time and Five-Year Prevalence of Homelessness in the United States: New
Evidence on an Old Debate” in American Jowrnal of Orthopsychiatry, 65 (July 1995)
(6) U.S. Conference of Mayors. 4 _Status Report on Hunger and Homelessness in America’s Cities: 1998
(7) Rosenheck, Robert et al. "Homeless Veterans," in Homelessness in America, Oryx Press, 1996
(8) Koegel, Paul et al. "The Causes of Homelessness," in Homelessness in America, 1996, Oryx Press.
(9) Federal Task Force on Homelessness and Severe Mental Iliness. Qutcasts on Main Street: 4 Report of
the Federal Task Force on Homelessness and Severe Mental lliness, 1992.
(10) National Coalifion for the Homeless's Protected Class Resolution (http://nch.ari.net/protclass.html)
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Grace Bible Church Policy on Outsiders who
Approach us asking for Material Aid.

God provides for people’s needs in the following ways (in this order):
1. Personal Responsibility: People are responsible to work hard to provide for themselves.

a. God has ordained that those who are lazy should not expect aid from those who are responsible. This
applies also to those who would squander their money on gambling, entertainment, and substances.
I Thessalonians 3:6-10 “If anyone will not work, neither let him eat”. Also see Proverbs 6:6-11 19:24
26:14-15 Ephesians 4:28

b. God wants those who are lazy to experience hardship which might drive them to act responsibly.
Prov. 13:4 15:19 19:15 20:4 21:25 “The sluggard does not plow after the autumn, so he begs during
the harvest and has nothing.... An idle man will suffer hunger”.

c. The Bible also warns us that some people (sluggards) will make many invalid excuses as to why they do
not work (Prov. 22:13 26:16)

d. Giving money to those who are sinfully idle is bad for them. Prov. 16:26 “4 worker’s appetite works
Jor him, his hunger urges him on”.

2. Family: God’s first safety net for the helpless poor (i.e. widows and orphans) is the family (not the government
nor the church). I Timothy 5:3-8 “If anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his
household, he has denied the faith and is worst than an unbeliever”.

a. Family members are in the best position to evaluate whether the needy person is “deserving”..
b. Often family members refuse 1o help becaunse of a long term pattern of gross irresponsibility.

3. Church; In those situations in which a helpless person has no family to help, his/her church should help.

a. This help is only to be given to people who are truly needy (sec 1 above).
b. A believer should go to his own church for help because they are the only ones who know him or her
well enough to evaluate the need.

Why Grace Bible Church does not offer financial aid to non-members.

1. Our purpose as a church is not to be a social relief agency, but to preach the gospel of Christ.

2. We do not have the money to be able to help all who come.

3. There are many people in our society who will tell any story (lie) to get money or food. When we are conned out
of the church’s money, we are guilty of misusing God’s resources. We do not have the resources in time and
personnel to investigate each case of someone from the cutside who comes for financial help. It would be wrong
to help someone who has been lazy and irresponsible (without repentance), or whose family could and should
help them.

4. If the person secking help professes to be a Christian, he/she should seck help from their own church.

5. There are social services agencies such as the Salvation Army and North County Interfaith whose mission it is to
help the needy. They have the personnel to investigate each case and they have the resources to provided help to
the “deserving”.
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Some Practical Suggestions Regarding the Homeless

0 Be a good Samaritan when there is an accident and life is threatened (Luke 10:27; 30-37)
o Know how to contact help (911; send others to get help; etc.)
o Offer fitst aid as temporary help
o Good Samaritan laws still protect a person's "best efforts”
o Have plastic gloves in each car, blanket, rags, flashlight and first aid kit
o Remember - even the good Samaritan payed the innkeeper, he didn’t give cash to the person

o Pray for those vou see, and ask the Lord for discernment in what vou should do
o Talk about the issue with your family and especialty with your children (review Biblical principles)
o Be aware that determining what category of homeless the person is can be very time consuming (worthy
poor; disabled; etc.)
o Do not nnderestimate the degree of refinement in stories that are offered for the reason they are
homeless (Prov 13:7; Matt 10:16; John 5:1-7; 2 Cor 2:11)

o Know where formal help is offered in the area (investigate ahead of time where possible)
o Local churches with programs for the homeless
o Salvation Army and other organizations specifically structured to investigate and help
0 Social services that the state offers (check out yellow pages)
o Half way houses of various types

0 Develop a pamphlet to hand out listing what the person can do or where to go for help, do not overlook the
spiritual side
o Look first to Christ honoring organizations
o Review the Yellow Pages for the extensive amount of help available at a number of levels

o Never just throw money at the problem
o Take the time to investigate only if it appears prudent
o If food is needed, consider buying the person a meal at a nearby restaurant
o Offer a job (pre-planned) when it is safe and wise to do so
0 Don't equate giving money with being "compassionate”
© Question whether the efforts taken will truly help, or only extending the person's condition without
expectation of change towards self-reliance?

o Never put own family at risk or overstep authority (i.e. a wife offering help to a man without her husband there)

o Volunteer (with your family, especially with your children) to work in a center city soup kitchen or similar
church related outreach center
0 Gain more insights into the physical and spiritual needs
o Become more knowledgeable with first hand experience - speak with experience

o Be careful, the plight of the homeless is all consuming, and can spiritually, emotionally, and physically drain a
person ("compassion fatigue")

o Encourage strict personal accountability if the government is to be involved (Biblical principles)
o0 Have an effect on how government programs are run by expressing your views
o Support Biblically based measures - demand data showing results of non-Biblically based efforts
o Communicate with local officials when issues come up (city shelters, locations, use of funds, etc.)
0 Write editorial pieces for newspapers that are balanced
o Support ad campaigns educating on the proper way to handle the “unworthy” homeless
o Encourage provision of "asylum" for those who are mentally incapable of caring for themselves or are
truly physically disabled and unable to work
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Session #14: Voting
(Session Qutline)

"For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisors make victory sure” (Prov 11:14)

1. Introduction: This nation, as any nation, relies upon godly counsel in order to make decisions - when this is
removed, everyone suffers (Prov 11:14)
a. At least three sources of counsel are in view (leadership; counselors; God’s will)
b. The “Fall” can be from outside or inside dangers
c. Similarly, our country asks for advice (who is to rule; what laws should exist; what evil is to be
punished; how is tax money to be spent?)
2. Christians have a very important role in this country
a. We are to pray to our sovereign God for those in authority over us (1 Tim 2:1-4)
b. We are to encourage our leaders personally, to do what is right and just
¢. We are to personally encourage our leaders to fulfilt their Biblical roles (whether believers or not)
d. We are to spiritually minister to our leaders
e. We are to pay our taxes out of obedience to the authority over us (Rom 13:6-7)
£ We are to give our leaders respect and honor as it is due (Rom 13:7)
g. We are to vote: This is another way to directly provide advice to our nation and leadership in:
o Punishing the evildoer (Ex 20:1-17)
0 Commending the good - what constitutes this?
0 Maintaining peace in the land - what constitutes this? (1 Tim 2:3; Jer 29:7)
o Protecting the orphans, the widows, the aliens in the land (Deut 10:17-19; 24:19-22;
Lev 19:9-10; 23:22)
o Providing godly examples of lives of holiness and character for others to emulate
3. What Should 2 Christian look for in a Candidate before Voting for him?
a. Qualifications relating to their character (1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9; Prov 28:13)
b. Qualifications relating to their spiritual condition
c. Qualifications relating to understanding the position (Prov 22:29)
d. Must our leaders be men only?
o Bible has little that addresses this issue external to the home, church and nation of Israel
o In the family (Eph 5:22-30; 1 Cor 11:3; 1 Tim 2:11; 1 Peter 3:1-5)
o Within the church (Eph 2:12-15; 1 Cor 14:33-35; 1 Tim 2:12-15)
o Within ancient Israel (Esa 3:12) (Deborah; Judges 4:1-10 judged during an evil time)
o Principle in Eph 2:12-15 and 1 Cor 11:6-10 draws from creation - implies this relationship is
true universatly and for all time
o Exceptions? (no qualified men; greatly gified woman; temporary only; others?)
e. Principle vs Pragmatic
o No man mesets the qualifications completely (Ecel 7:20)
o Remember, the heart of the king is in the hands of the Lord (Prov 21:1)
o Ultimately, God is sovereign in all of mens lives, and elections!
o Power of one vote (unknown sources):
0 1776 - one vote decided if Americans would speak English or German
0 1845 - one vote made Texas a state
o 1868 - one vote saved Andrew Johnson from impeachment
0 1933 - one vote made Adolph Hitler head of the Nazi Party
0 1960 - one vote per neighborhood gave John F. Kennedy victory over Richard Nixon
5. Discussion Questions:
o “Is it ever right to vote for a non-Christian? Is it wrong to ever vote for a non-believer over a believer”
0 “What should you do if a candidate is far superior (of 3) but has virtually no hope of being elected?”
o “Is it ever a sin to vote? Is it ever a sin to not vote?”
o0 “How can a Christian, in clear conscience, vote for the ‘better’ of two undesirable candidates?”
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Voter's Guide Discussion
(General Considerations before Using)

1. Purpese of guides

o Provide information about each candidate seeking office and selected initiatives/propositions (Job 13:9)
o Address each candidate’s position as accurately as possible on issues of importance to the
Christian community (Prov 5:21; Matt 6:33). These include:
0 Taxes
o Abortion/sanctity of life
0 Homosexual issues
© Public and private school choice/vouchers
o Illegal aliens
o Term limits
o Other...
0 Address moral issues that will give insights into the candidates true character and decision
predispesition (Matt 7:15-20)
o Provide accountability of the candidate's positions on issues of concern so comparisons can be made
with their record in office afterwards (Ecc 5:1-7)
o Provide a convenient summary that can be taken into the polling booths to vote with

2. Shertcomings

o Specific experience of the candidate for the office is not typically addressed - need to still read about
them and calibrate on their qualifications - not everyone is gifted as leaders or administrators (Prov
22:29; Rom 12:6-8)

0 Only a selected group of issues/questions is covered. These may or may not be the ones of concern

o Past history does not ensure continued, consistent stance on a particular subject (bait and switch)
(Psalm 118:8-9)

0 Moral stances may not imply expertise to operate effectively within the political structure, but it does

help assess whether the person desires to have integrity in his work and a righteous goal (Acts 4:13)

o Some candidates may not have responded in time, or it was lost - therefore not accounted for

o Typically, the actual question asked of each candidate is not avaiiable, only a short summary statement

of the issue under question. You have no opportunity to determine if it was a fair question or not

o There is no opportunity for the candidate to give the reason for their response to the questions, or

what basis they are operating from, however, this also means that a solid "yes" or "no" means a
great deal since the candidate is willing to commit one way or the other and not waffle (Matt 5:37)

o Voting records are not necessarily indicative of a person's stance on an issue, since proposed bills and
laws may have had other "riders" that were offensive and caused the entire bill to be rejected

o Use of the guide can become a crutch for a person to lean upon, vice doing their own homework
(candidate experience as an example)(Prov 21:5)

o Tendency is to vote for an organization (which group supports who) vice the person themselves

3. Why are they important?

o There is generally an appalling lack of objective investigation made into specific candidates and their
positions (Acts 6:3)

0 Many times a small percentage change in voting patterns can have significant impact on the results

o They present consistent questions to all candidates equally (e.g. 1 Tim 3:1-13)

o They provide a common format of response from all candidates, uncluttered with rhetoric (Prov 10:19a)

o They can provide a focus for the Christian community in the vacuum of anything ¢lse available
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4. What issues would you choose to make important if you were to talk to a candidate? (1 John 4:1-3)

o Are they a Christian and do they subscribe to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in their lives?

o How would their lives measure up according to 1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9; 2 Peter 5:2-3

o What church do they attend and are they in good standing? Who do we call to verify?

o Do they believe in the anthority of scripture in all matters of faith and practice?

0 What is their view of the "traditional" family?

0 Do they believe in the sanctity of human life?

0 Do they oppose special privileges for homosexuals and other adulterous behavior?

o Do they believe that Judeo-Christian ethics should be restored to the public arena?

0 What experience do they have in public office or with the major issues addressed by the position?
0 What is their previous voting record on the issues of most importance to you?

0 What is the quality and character of supporters that they have gathered around them (Prov 13:20)
o0 Do they have an official statement of their stance on issues?

o Others questions?

5. Other publications and information

0 Must stiil do our own homework
o Be careful of any publication you receive
0 Check out their sources
0 What "agenda” if any do they have
o Do they try and give the appearance of objectivity yet not provide it ("Nonpartisan Candidate
Evaluation Council, Inc.” example)
0 Begin early and don't wait until the last moment to decide
o Don't be swayed by last minute media blitzes that make new "startling" claims
o Don't just go by what organizations support a candidate, sometimes support is provided due to
contributions to the organization
o Relative to propositions, the same general principles apply. However, try and determine the basic
Biblical principles that should be used to develop a position for or against
o If at all possible, seek the advice of people that you trust and that have personal knowledge of the issue
or candidate in question
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Christian Surveys, Form Letters and Petitions

"Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,’ and your 'No,’ 'No'; anything
beyond this comes from the evil one." (Matt 5:37)

1. Intreduction

a. How many have received requests for either of the following?
o Survey forms asking your opinion on a number of current topics
o Form letters or petitions to be signed and returned to the originator for forwarding (or
to forward yourself)?
b. What is your general impression of them?

2. Practical Concerns

a. They tend to give the fecling of doing something important and being involved, without any
real effort to understand the issues or determine a better way of taking action
b. They tend to be reactive in nature (crisis occurring) and illicit strong emotional response to
ensure an action is taken
c. Generally, there's an opportunity to contribute funds at the same time, giving the impression
the primary purpose is a fund raiser (commonality of approach amongst many organizations
also demonstrates the marketing technique)
d Form letters and petitions to ¢lected or appointed officials are known to be the least effective
way to communicate:
o They only say what the originator thinks is the most important thing to say
o They take very little if any thought on the part of the individual )
o They give the impression that the constituent cannot think for himself, and must be
told what to say (thus they can be easily written off as not representative)
¢. Many times if a Christian organization is spearheading the effort, the result is quickly written
off as irrelevant (“ignorant, uneducated, emotional people being led around...”)
e. Surveys also tend to be ineffective because:
o They are sent to specific organizations’s supporters, whose beliefs and inclinations are
fairly well understood (expected to agree)
o The questions tend to elicit an obvious response (Congressional Representative surveys
of the voting public tend to be more balanced)
o Statistics gathered from them are questionable (selective audience, specific questions)
o They have some of the same traits and appearances as with form letters
o Very little if any feedback is typically provided as a follow-up to gage what the
effectiveness was

3. Some Suggested Actions

a. Go to the official directly (letters; FAX: e-mail; telephone call; personal visit) (Matt 18:15ff)

b. Be clear on what you want and why, do your homework (Isa 1:18-20; Matt 5:37; 2 Tim 4:2)

c. Use specifics to illustrate if necessary (Luke 10:25-37)

d Always be courteous (Rom 13:7; Col 4:5-6; 1 Peter 2:17)

¢. You don’t have to mix evangelism with the point you are trying to get across (Matt 7:6;
10:16), address this in separate correspondence (1 Peter 3:15-16)

Useful Reference: "Tell it to Washington - A Guide for Citizen Action”; (includes a Congressional Directory);
Published by the League of Women Voters; 82.75 (81.50 for members)
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Communicating with our Elected Public Officials

General:

o Address the official properly (1 Peter 2:17)
o Be brief and to the point, and make your point clear (Matt 5:37)
o Reference specific legislation by title or number as needed

o Be courteons (2 Tim 2:25)

o Typically only address a single issue per letter

o Write letters of encouragement also, addressing spiritual matters (1 Tim 2:1-2) separately

Addresses:
The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Mr. President:
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
‘Washington, BC 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

Phone, FAX and office mailing addresses:

Senator Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Barbara Boxer
112 Hart Building
Washington, DC 20510

Rep Susan Davis (49th)
1530 Longworth Building
Washington, DC 20515

Rep Bob Filner (50th)

330 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 20515

Rep "Duoke"” Cubnningham (S1st)
2238 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515

Rep Duncan Hunter (52nd)
2265 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Vice-President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Vice-President:
The Honorable Randy Cunningham
House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Cunningham:

DC:  (202) 224-3841 FAX: (202) 228-3954
Local: (619) 231-9712 FAX:
http://feinstein.senate.gov/email. html

DC:  (202) 224-3553 FAX: (415) 956-6701
Local: (619) 239-3884 FAX: (619) 239-5719
Senator@boxer.senate.gov

DC:  (202)225-2040 FAX: (202) 225-2948
Local: (619) 291-1430 FAX: (619) 291-8956
susan.davis@mail house.gov

DC:  (202) 225-8045 FAX: (202) 225-9073
Local: (619) 422-5963 FAX: (619) 422-7290
DC:  (202) 225-5452 FAX: (202) 225-2558
Local: (760) 737-8438 FAX: (760) 737-9132
DC:  (202) 225-5672 FAX: (202) 2250235
Local: (619) 579-3001 FAX: (619) 579-2251
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Prayer List for Those in Authority Over Us

“I urge therefore, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be
made for everyone - for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” (1 Tim 2:1-2)

o Pray for the salvation of each in authority over us

0 Pray they would understand it is ultimately God who has placed them in their position, not man
o Pray they would know their accountability to an almighty God to whom they’ll give account
o Pray they would see themselves as servants of God first and would diligently seek His will

o Pray that they and their family would be protected from any harm or injury

0 Pray that those in authority over us would legislate righteously

o Pray they would appoint righteous, honest and fair judges

o Pray they would not compromise biblical standards of leadership

o Pray they would use biblical principles to guide their decisions

o Pray they would be diligent to seek out wise and godly counsel before making decisions

o Pray they would be honest and exercise integrity in their official capacity

o Pray they would be above reproach, with integrity in their private lives

o Pray they would not make decisions out of expediency, but based on what is right and just

o Pray they would govern according to the truth, even when it’s not popular

o Pray they would not be led gradually or deceptively into compromise of righteous stances

o Pray they would not listen to ungodly counselors

o Pray they would be examples of righteousness to those they serve

o Pray they would be good stewards of the resources God has placed in their hands

o Pray they would not become proud because of their position of authority

o Pray they would not shrink from fulfilling their God given responsibilities

o Pray they would not abuse the power which God has entrusted to them

o Pray they would have the necessary discernment to recognize evil and to reject it

o Pray they would use their office to restrain evil

o Pray they would not promote evil in any manner

o Pray they would publicly and privately commend what is good

o Pray they would help create an environment supportive to the spread of the gospel

o Pray they would see their task as one that is to benefit those they serve

o Pray they would not use their office to promote their own agenda

o Pray they would not use their office to promate their own popularity

o Pray that Christians would faithfully pray for those in authority over us

o Pray that Christians would be an encouragement to our leaders to do good

o Pray that Christians would exercise their right to vote, and will use it in a godly manner

o Pray that when God calis His people to be involved in politics, they would obey and be diligent
o Pray that God would raise up godly leaders to replace those that abuse the use of their power

Scripture verses supporting the above: 1 Tim 2:1-8; Matt 7:21-23; Acts 4:19-20; Col 1:29;
Rom 13:1-6; 1 Peter 2:15; Prov 12:24; 20:12; 18:15;24:5-6; 25:12; 29:12
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Session #15: Homosexuality (Part 1)
(Session Outline: The Biblical View)

" Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither
the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor
thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanders nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.
And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor 6:9-11)

1. Introduction
a. Homosexuality is listed with other offenses that place the sinner outside the Kingdom of God
b. Repentance and faith in Christ will remove this sin just like all others
¢. These verses prove a homosexual can be changed and removed from this bondage; anything else:
o Denies the sovereignty and wisdom of God in designing men and women
o Denies the truth and infallibitity of God's word
o Makes God out to be irrational by condemning that which cannot be changed
o Denies God's grace and mercy in bringing about a new, changed nature
d. Is this sin any worse than any other? (James 2:10)
e. Is this an isolated treatment of homosexuality?
2. Biblical References
a. Genesis 13:13; 18:20; 19:1-13
0 Men of Sodom sinned greatly against the Lord (13:13)
o All the men attempted to rape the visitors (angels that appeared as men)(19:5)
o They had no desire to gratify their sexual lusts with Lot's daughters (19:7-9)
o Many other ref. to Sodom and Gomorrah as example of extreme wickedness (Deu 29:23; 32:32;
Isa 1:9-31; 3:9,12; Jer 23:14; Ezek 16:49-50; 1 Tim 1:9-10; 2 Peter 2:6-7,10-12; Jude 7-16)
b. Leviticus 18:22,24-25
o Explicit description of homosexual acts
o The land itself (besides the sinners) was defiled and punished
o This sin is universally condemned - it violates God's design for all of mankind (Gen 2:24)
¢. Leviticus 20:13
o Explicit description of homosexual acts
o Both partjes were to be put to death - their blood is on their own heads (personally responsible)
d. Judges 19:1-24
o Another explicit description of homosexual (in this case bi-sexual) acts
€. Romans 1:21-32
o These verses describe the process of degradation that comes from rejecting God
o Graphic depiction of homosexual sin (both men and women)
o Description of the manifestation of the wicked nature (traits) associated with homosexuality
f 1 Cor6:9-11
0 "malakoi" and "arsenokaitai" are rendered "homosexual offenders" in this listing (the passive
and active roles, respectively, that homosexuals perform)
o Very explicit description, but these sins (just as all others) can be washed by Christ's blood
0 As other horrible manifestations of the sinful nature can be atoned for and repented of,
so can this one - completely
3. Bottom lines:
a. God’s pattern for mankind was established at creation (Gen 1:27; 5:2)
b. A non-practicing homosexual is not acceptable (thought life important to God; it denies the complete
transforming power of Christ; it implies a “condition” that is not treatable (“That’s the way I am”)
¢. Homosexuality is a choice, not an innate, irreversible condition
4. Next Week’s Class:
o Address fallacy of biological; psychological; and sociological arguments justifying homosexuality
o Address the tactics used by activists to force acceptance and promote this sin (countertactics?)
o Provide some basic data to equip us in the marketplace
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Session #16: Homeosexuality (Part 2)
(Session QOutline)

"When the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?"
(Psalm 11:3)

1. Introduction
a. Bible is clear: Homosexuality is a sin, but since it is a sin, there is hope! (1 Cor 6:9-11)
b. The Bible does not condone homosexuality in any form - on the contrary - it condemns it in some
of the strongest language found (see Session #15 and Handout: "Homosexuality - The Biblical View")
o It is listed along with other capital crimes of: murder; rape and kidnapping (O.T.)
o We are to hate that which is abominable to God (Psalm 119:128) just as with alf sin
o But, is this sin any worse than any other sin? (James 2:10)
0 We are to be compassionate with those who are repentant, or are involuntary victims
¢. God's pattern for us was established at the creation
o God created the human race male and female (Gen 1:27; 5:2)
o God designed us for sexual relations in the form of male-female union
o "This creation of sexual differentiation by God from the beginning established
heterosexuality as the normative direction for the sexual impulse and act” (ref a)
0 These relations are to be pursued within marriage only (Gen 2:24); and are for
a "man" and "woman" to become one flesh (Mark 10:6-8; 1 Cor 6:16; Eph 5:31)
o The NT maintains that the heterosexual drive is the natural God-given orientation of males
and females (1 Cor 7:2-5); in that fashion within marriage is the bed undefiled (Heb 13:4)
d. Homosexuality specifically is a choice (see below), and is:
o Not consistent with God's divine order of creation, but comes about through man's fall into sin
o Not nataral, but is a perversion of man’s nature
0 A sin that defiled the land in the O.T. (Lev 18:22,24-25 ff), thus it is not a victimless crime
o So abhorred by God that in the O.T. He commanded capital punishment as the just payment
for it (Lev 20:13) (Murder and rape could have mitigating circumstances (Deut 19:4-13;
22:23-29), but this sin has none!)
o Brought to a halt and replaced with God's pattern for men and women through the redemptive
act of Christ (2 Cor 5:17; 1 Cor 6:9-11)
e. It is not acceptable to be a "non-practicing” homosexual
o Implies it is a condition such as a genetic defect or iliness not responsible for
o Qur thought life is as important as our acts of sin (Matt 5:27-28; 15:19)
o It denies the transforming power of God that changes our sinful nature and removes even
ungodly desires (1 Thess 5:23; Gal 5:24; 2 Cor 7:1; Rom 12:2)
f. Acceptance of homosexuality is a sign of God's judgment upon us (Isa 5:20; Rom 1:18-27; Gen 19)
2. Three General Propositions - All False (see Handout: "Homosexuality - Three Key Secular Lies and the
Actual Truth"):

a. Biological argument - homosexuality is an innate, genetically determined condition
b. Psychological argument - homosexuality is irreversible
¢. Sociological argument - homosexuality is normal

3. Tactics of the Gay Movement (see Handout: "Homosexuality: Tactics and Counter-Tactics")
4. What can we do? See Handout: Homosexuality: Tactics and Counter-Tactics
5. References:
a. "Homosexuality, a Biblical View" by Greg Bahnsen; Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co, 1978
b. "Unnatural Affections” by George Grant & Mark Horne; Legacy Communications, 1991
¢. "When the Wicked Seize a City" by Chuck & Donna Mcllhenny & Frank York; Huntington House
Publishers, 1993
e. "The Unhappy Gays - What Everyone Should Know About Homosexuality”; Tim LaHaye, 1978
6. Selected Organizations and Resources ministering Specifically to Homosexuals
a. Exodus International (umbrella organization with over 75 similar ministries worldw1de)
b. LLF.E. of New York City , N.Y.
¢. Jesus People USA in Chicago, IL.
d. White Stone Ministries in Boston, MA.
¢. Desert Stream Ministries in Santa Monica, CA.
f. Regeneration, Baltimore, MD.
g. “National Association for Research and Therap;f of Homosexuals” (“www.narth.com™)



Homeosexuality

" Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due
penalty for their perversion" (Rom 1:27h)

The Results of an Imimoral Life-style

Effects of Alcoholism Compared to Effects of Homosexuality

0 5 1o 10 year decrease in life expectancy 0 25-30 year decrease in life expectancy

o Chronic, potentially fatal, liver disease (Hepatitis) o Chronic, potentially fatal, liver disease (infectious
Hepatitis) which increases risk of liver cancer

o Inevitably fatal esophageal cancer o Inevitably fatal immune disease and associated cancers

0 Pneumonia; Internal bleeding o Frequently fatal rectal cancer; multiple bowel and other
infectious discases (see below)

o Serious mental disabilities, many irreversible - o Much higher than usual incidence of suicide

o Low likelihood of effects being eliminated uniess - o Low likelihood of effects being eliminated unless

unless the condition is eliminated " the condition is eliminated
0 30% likelihood of condition eliminated in general o 50% likelihood of condition being eliminated in general
0 Very high success of eliminating condition among o Very high success rate of eliminating the condition among

highly motivated, carefully selected sufferers hightly motivated, carefully selected individuals
(note 2; pgs 49-51) ' (nearing 100% in some groups)
Incidence:

o Total percent of population: Homosexuals 2.8% (males); 1.4% (females)

Promiscuity:

0 37% of Homosexual and Bisexual men reported being encouraged or forced to have sexual contact
before age 19 (51% involved use of force; 94% were with men; median age of first contact was 10;
median age difference was 11 years)(note 1)

0 Monogamous (note 4): Homosexuals <2% (note 3); Heterosexuals 83% (note 2. pp. 54) :

0 43% of male homosexuals estimated having sex with 500 or more different partners, 28% with a 1000
or more;, 79% said more than half were strangers and 70% said more than half of those they had sex
with was only once (note 5)

Diseases:

o Homosexual males account for 30% of all AIDS cases (0.1% of entire adult population is infected with
HIV (1 in 1000); incidence of AIDS among 20-30 year old homosexual men is roughly 430 times
greater than among heterosexuals at large) (note 6)

o Risk of contracting HI'V from random heterosexual intercourse is roughly 1 in 715,000; between male
homosexuals age 20-30 it i1s 1 in 165 (note 6)

o Homosexuals are disproportionately vulnerable to Hepatitis B and the following otherwise rare
conditions (note 9).

o Shigellosis o Giardia lamblia infection o Amebiasis
o Campylobacteriosis o Neisseria gonorrhoeae 0 Chiamydia trachomatis
o Treponeama pallidum o Herpes simples virus 0 Human papilloma viruses

o Conditions homosexually active men encounter can be classified into four general groups (note 10):
o Classical sexually transmitted diseases (gonorrhea, infections with Chlamydia trachomatis,
syphilis, herpes simplex infections, genital warts, etc.); Enteric diseases (infecttons with
Shigella species. Campylobacter jejuni, Entamoeba historlytica, Giardia lambia, hepatitis B,
hepatitis non-A, non-B, cytomegalovirus); Trauma (fecal incontinence, hemorrhoids, anal
fissure, allergic proctitis, rectosigmoid tears, etc); AIDS
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Pedophilia
0 Pedophilia is three times more common among homosexuals than heterosexuals (note 7)

Life span:

Notes

o Obituary statistics (very approximate) showed homosexuals without AIDS and with a long-term partner

I:

LU W Wty

~N A

9:

bad a life span >3 decades shorter than married men in general; AIDS further shortens the life span by
7% (note 8)

“Self-Reported Childhood and Adolescent Sexual Abuse Among Adult Homosexual/Bisexual Men";
Child Abuse and Neglect 16, no. 6 (1992), pp 855-64

: "Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth"; Jeffrey Satinover, M.D.; 1996

: "Sexual Preference”; A. P. Bell; Bloomington, Ind.; Indiana University Press, 1981

: Defined as 100% faithful to one's spouse or partner; "Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth”; pp. 54
: "Homosexualities: A Study of Diversity among Men and Women"; A. P. Bell and M. S. Weinberg;

New York: Simon and Schuster, 1978; pp. 308-9

: "Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth"; Jeffrey Satinover, M.D.; 1996; pp. 57
: "The Proportions of Heterosexual and Homosexual Pedophiles among Sex Offenders against

Children: An Exploratory Study"; K. Freund and R. J. Watson; Journal of Sex and Marital Therapy
18, no. 1 (1992), pp. 3443

: "The Homosexual Life Span”; P. Cameron, W. L. Playfair, and S. Wellum; Presentation to the Eastern

Psychological Association, April 1993
"Sexually Transmitted Viral Hepatitis and Enteric Pathogens"; F. N. Judson, Urology Clinics of
North America 11, no. 1 (February 1984), pp. 177-85

10. "Medical Problems of the Homosexual Adolescent”; W. F. Owen, Jr., Jowrnal of Adolescent Health

Care 6, no. 4 (July 1985), pp. 278-85
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Homeosexuality
"The first to present his case seems right, till another comes forward and questions him" (Prov18:17)

Three Key Secular Lies and the actual Truth
First Lie: Homosexuality is an innate, genetically determined condition (biolegical argument)

o The following conclusions were drawn from an extensive survey of 135 research studies, reviews,
academic summaries and books (note 1):

o Genetic constitution may make homosexuality more readily available as an option, but it is
not a cause of homosexuality

o Genetic constitution, if it exists, could contribute perhaps 10% to 25% to the likelihood of
an individual actually becoming homosexual. This contribution probably does not contribute
to homosexuality per se, but to some other trait that makes the homosexual "option" more
readily available (e.g. response to trauma, overcrowding and subcultural mores, etc.,
reinforcing itself each time it is selected)

o The higher the incidence of homosexuality, the influence of nongenetic factors is greater and
possible genetic predisposition is lower (When people endorse/encourage homosexuality the
incidence increases, when they reject it, it decreases - not related to genetics)

o Given population genetics, replacement rates and continual existence of homosexuality, any
genetic influences are far from sufficient to cause homosexuality but may code for other traits
that do not adversely affect heterosexual reproduction

o Most studies to date have many flaws, including: intrusion of political agendas and
under-estimating the complex, inter-related nature of the subject

o Studies of brothers yields concordance rates (note 2) as follows (note 3): Identical twins (52%);
nonidentical twins (22%); nontwins (9%); nonbiologic adoptive brothers (11%)

o Identical twins have 100% common genetic material and only 52% (not 100%) concordance,
indicating a strong environmental component

o Nonidentical and nontwins share 50% common genetic material yet differ by factor of 2.4
indicating the strong influence of environmental factors (if genetically determined, % be same)

o Nontwins and nonbiologic adoptive brothers have similar concordance rates, indicating
strong environmental not genetic factors since genetic material is not shared

o Though many different genetic hypothesis have been proposed and tested, no direct connection
has been found that correlates a genetic condition with homosexuality (sexual orientation)

Second Lie: Homosexuality is irreversible (psychelogical argument)

o Prenatal hormonal effects that determine "male" and “female” brain structures are not found to be a
factor in male homosexuals (note 4, pp. 100-101)

o A survey of psvchoanalysts (secular treatment) found that 23% of homosexuals changed to
heterosexual, and 84% benefitted "significantly" from the therapy (note 5)

o Survey's of research from 1930 to 1986 shows success rates from 50% to 65% of changing homosexuals
to heterosexuals where the patient and therapist is committed to change (note 4, pp. 183-187)

o Christian ministries show from 20% to 80% success rate in changing homosexuals for those committed
to change (note 4, pp. 204)

o Bottom line: all existing evidence suggests strongly homosexuality is quite changeable (note 4, pp. 186)

o Biblically, 1 Cor 6:9-11 specifically proves that this life-style choice can be changed through Christ

Third Lie: Homosexuality is normal (sociological argument)

o Homosexuality is not common in our society: 2.8% (males) and 1.4% (females)
o Homosexuality is a general condition loosely defined within a wider polymorphism of human sexuality
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Notes:

comprised of widely diverse sexual practices. With the fallen, sinful nature of man, homosexuality
is "normal" just as is any other sexual practice
o Determining what is "normal” is highly dependent upon the standard that is used to judge it. Thus,
as measured bv God's moral standard, homosexuality is sin, and not consistent with God's design
for men and women - thus, not normal
o Sexuality in nature is commonly sinful; when it is sanctified and aligned with God's standard of moral
sexual behavior (heterosexual and within marriage) it is a great blessing and gift

1. W. Byne and B. Parsons, "Human Sexual Orientation.: The Biologic Theories Reappraised,” Archives
of General Psychiatry 50, no. 3

2. Concordance rate means: given one male homosexual, what is the probability of his brother being gay

3. J. M. Bailey and R. C. Pillard, "4 Genetic Study of Male Sexual Orientation,” Archives of General
Psychiatry 48 (1991); M. King and E. McDonald, "Homosexuals Who Are Twins: A Study of 46
Probands," British Journal of Psychiatry 160 (1992)

4. Jeffrey Satinover, M.D., "Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth,” Baker Books, 1996

5. H. Maclintosh, "Attitudes and Fxperiences of Psychoanalysts in Analyzing Homosexual Patients,”
Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association 42, no. 4 (1995)
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Homosexuality: Tactics and Counter-Tactics

"When the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?"
(Psalm 11:3)

1. Some Tactics of the Homosexual Movement (1 Cor 2:11)

a. Making unjustified scientific claims: "condition” genetically determined; psychologically the life-style
is "normal” behavior; irreversible

b. Intimidation of opponents by name-calling; physical violence, vandalism, threats, etc.

¢. Desensitizing the public to the life-style through: publicity; TV; positive portrayals; gay parades;
school curriculum, etc.

d. Equating homosexual rights with Civil Rights gained in the 60's and 70's (minority being discriminated
against, therefore a just cause)

e. Questioning the authority and understanding of scripture and accusing the church of intolerance

f. Claiming that to oppose the homosexual is to deny him his dignity ("God made me this way")

g. Portraying homosexuals as victims needing legal protection from "homophobes" (hate crimes) and
preventing discrimination in hiring practices, the work place, housing, etc.

h. Protecting those with AIDS under "Handicap” legislation: it is a "condition"; working environment
must accommodate; rental decisions; yet not treating AIDS like all other deadly STD's (accountability)

i. Describing denial of gay marriages as the government unconstitutionally limiting individual rights

- Gays forcing gays out of the closet to gain exposure, notoriety and give impression of being widespread

k. Ensuring that successful gays are widely recognized for their life-style as well as accomplishments

L. Implementing gay friendly school curriculum (L.A. Project 10) and counseling approaches

m. Creating a separate subculture and region within a city (e.g. Castro district in San Francisco)

n. Creating extremely strong mutual support groups to keep a person in the life-style

0. Drawing attention away from dominance of pedophilia amongst homosexuals

p. Claiming homosexual practices are personal rights amongst consenting adults, not harming any others

g. Intimidating the American Psychiatric Association into removing homosexuality from list of disorders

r. Rewriting history to portray many past geniuses as “gay”

2. Whét can We Do?

a. Become more knowledgeable about homosexuality and its affects
b. Don't stereotype homosexuals into specific looks or mannerisms
c. Counseling a gay is a difficult task - be well prepared (knowledgeable). Befriend and evangelize them
and help them out of their life-styles. Some steps to keep in mind (patterned after ref e):
o Show Christian love for him but hate the sin (Matt 5:44; 19:19)
o Share your faith (2 Cor 1:4; Acts 1:8)
o Help them to accept Christ as their Lord & Savior, and to place their hope in Him (1 John 4:4)
o Teach them to have lives controlled by the Holy Spirit (Eph 5:18; Gal 5:16)
o Exhort them to commit their body to Christ alone (1 Cor 6:19-20; Rom 12:1; 6:11-18)
o Help them face homosexuality as a sin, to confess and repent of it (1 John 1:9)
o Help them to address any anger in their lives (Eph 4:30-32)
o Help them to realize who we are in Christ (1 Peter 3:9-10)
o Show them how to control their minds and thoughts (2 Cor 10:5; Matt 5:28)
o Teach them to accept their own sexuality as God intended (male, female; Gen. 2:24)
0 Make no exceptions for sin (Eph 5:3-4)
o Help them to avoid the homosexual environment (1 Cor 15:33), remember that this life style is
sex centric and will entail a2 major re-vamping of patterns, habits, associations, etc.
o Help them to become active in a Bible believing church and home studies (Heb 10:25)
0 Assist them in vigorously seeking out Christian companionship (Psalm 1:1-3)
o Ensure they have accountability to one or more Christian friends (Gal 6:1)
o Be conscientious about confidentiality (Prov 11:13)
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d. Write to local, state, and national leaders on issues relating to homosexuality that may be pending
e. Work for the election of Christians who openly endorse Christ in standards of morality
f. Pray for godly leaders to be raised up that will not compromise on moral issues
g. Widely disseminate information on the facts about the gay life-style
h. Be prepared to defend our view (Biblically and factually)
1. Be vigilant about school programs, teachers flaunting their life styles, etc (address with the teacher,
then the administration, then further up if necessary)
j. Subscribe to the "Committee on Moral Concerns” monthly newsletter to be informed on CA legislation
(P.O. Box 2768; Sacramento, CA 95812; (916) 446-5131; “www.moralconcerns.org”)
k. Oppose:
o Legislation forcing acceptance of homosexuality as a legitimate life style
o Use of tax momney to fund homosexual pornographic propaganda
o "Hate Crime" legislation which penalizes people for their opinions of homosexuality
0 School curriculum’s depicting homosexuality as legitimate
o Domestic partner legislation that rewards immoral life-styles
1. Campaign for restoration of moral restraint laws (anti-sodomy)
m. Count the cost (to family, church) of openly opposing homosexuality
n. For churches:
o Equip members with information
o Obtain legal advice on available actions relative to property and activity protection
o Determine how public to take a stance relative to homosexuality
o Establish procedures to address disruption of worship services
0. Become familiar with local and national organizations that specifically deal with homosexuals
p. Boycott businesses that promote the homosexnal life-style (AT&T) or cater to the homosexual
business (San Diego Zoo "Gay Day"; Cruise lines; etc) .
q. Provide fact sheets to the public, at work, etc.

3. Selected References for Further Study:

a. "Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth”; Jeffrey Satinover, M.D.; Baker Books,; 1996

b. "Homosexuality, a Biblical View" by Greg Bahnsen; Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co, 1978

¢. "Unnatural Affections" by George Grant & Mark Horne; Legacy Communications, 1991

d. "When the Wicked Seize a City" by Chuck & Donna Mcllhenny & Frank York; Huntington House
Publishers, 1993

e. "The Unhappy Gays - What Everyone Should Know About Homosexuality”; Tim LaHaye, 1978

4. Selected Organizations with Ministries to Homosexuals:

a. Exodus International - P.O. Box 2121, San Rafael, CA 94912; (415) 454-1017 (umbrella organization
of over 200 ministries nationwide that treat homosexuality from Christian perspectives)

b. Institute for Biblical Counseling and Discipleship (IBCD) - 5353 Lake Murray Bivd; La Mesa, CA,
(619) 462-9775 (strong and clear Biblical counseling)

¢. Desert Stream AR M. - 12488 Venice Boulevard, Los Angeles. CA 90066; (310) 572-0140
(counseling, educational seminars and support groups - associated Living Waters Program offers
Christian counseling for people seeking change)
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Selected Effects and Responses to Tactics
Used by the Homosexual Community

"For we are not unaware of his schemes” (2 Cor 2:11b)

o In general, the objectives of the tactics described below are to:
o Justify their continued indulgence in this wickedness
o Convince others that there is nothing wrong with this perversion
o Convince “innocent” victims that this is a life-style that is to be sought after
o Remove hope for those that are in bondage to this sin by convincing them they are “made” this way and
therefore have no hope of ever changing or becoming “normal”
o And result in calling evil good and good evil (Isa 5:20)
o The fundamental approach follows several directions:
o Diverting attention away from the true issues
o Attacking the opposition
o Obscuring facts and information
o Presenting this life-style in as favorable a light as possible
o Claiming it is as a right to be protected
o Legislation formally establishing acceptance and/or special privileges

Tactic - Effects - Responses

a. Unscientific Claims and Conclusions to Justify Homosexuality as Normal
Effects or Approach:

o Claims that it is the ethical equivalent of being born lame, left-handed or accidently handicapped,
therefore the person is not responsible for his orientation or actions

o Example: Kinsey report of 1948; "Report on Male Sexuality": 37% of American men have had at least
one homosexual experience between adolescence and old age (implies very common phenomenon)

o Creates confusion by providing pseudo-scientific justifications while giving the impression of morally
neutral "facts”

0 Modern psychology and sociology attempt to explain homosexuality and thus justify it

o Convinces people that the person is born (or naturally) that way and does not learn to be that way

Response:

o The author of scripture is God Himself, the creator of man, He does not differentiate between the act of
homosexuality and the orientation of a person - they are one in the same and are not justified (man was
not made a homosexual!)

o Modern psychology and sociology are speculative at best (faulty methods) and are unregenerate in their
approach to homosexuality. They are also strongly divided in their theories and conclusions (expected
since they are not grounded in Biblical truths and do not believe in moral absolutes)

o To date, no scientific evidence exists that relates homosexuatlity to 2 genetic condition (ref )

0 Homosexuality is a uniquely human condition, it is not observed in the animal world (ref )

o If homosexuality is an innate condition and not a moral choice, then what explains the existence of Bi-
sexuals?

o Salk Institute for Biological Studies (UCSD), Simon LeVay, discovered a group of cells in brains of
some homosexual men were much smatler than those of heterosexual men - supposedly giving a
biological basis to justify - however, there is no evidence to show whether the difference caused
homosexuality or that homosexuality caused the difference (ref b, pg 35)

b. Intimidation of opponents to homosexuality by name-calling:
Effects or Approach:

o Bigot (violent hatred or exaggerated fear rooted in unfair and irrational attitudes; or preconceptions)

0 Homophobe (irrational fear of anything homosexual)

o Judgmental (common belief that a Christian does not have the responsibility or prerogative to judge
another's life style)
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o Stern; legalistic; lacking in love; intolerant; hatemonger; narrow-minded
o Each of these statements puts the person on the defensive instead of being able to challenge the claim
Response:

o Personal attack attempts to divert attention away from the true issues at stake and makes the motivation
of the person condemning this sin the issue

o Viewing something as immoral is not the same as being bigoted (one who condemns the murderer of an
imnocent person is not customarily viewed as a bigot)

o Christians are called to warn others of those things that are offensive to a holy God; judging is not
condemned by the Bible but hypocritical and ill-motivated judgment is (Matt 7:15-23; John 7:24; Eph
S:11; 1 Tim 5:20; 2 Tim 4:2; Titus 1:13; 2:15)

0 Legalism in the Biblical sense is attempting to gain salvation by works, understanding of God's law
compels us to show love and compassion for those in the bondage of homosexuality since they have no
hope except through Christ

o0 We must understand that the norms of scripture will be abrasive to the unregenerate - until they have a
personal relationship with Christ

o Challenge the person to prove their claim, define their terms

Additional Effects or Approach:

o Physical violence; vandalism

o Threats; harassment; picketing, phone calls

o Attempts through these actions to force a person to give up and retreat

o Militant groups that are well organized, these include ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power);
Queer Nation (headquarters San Francisco, moved to San Diego)

Response: '

o Talk over with your family beforehand to weigh the cost as much as possible

o Get an unlisted phone number, and never give out your address to the media

o Try to never put yourself or your family at personal risk

o Record all incidents and report to the anthorites

o Write letters to the editor and publicize the activities, criminal or otherwise

o Use court injunctions if necessary

¢. Visibility to the public in as positive a light as possible (Desensitization)
Effects or Approach:
o The more we are exposed to that which we find repugnant, the more used to it we become (violence,
divorce, adultery, sin of any kind including homosexuality), the more indifferent we will become
0 Less offended by it
o More likely to accept it as OK for others
0 More likely to actively participate in it
o Less likely to be outspoken about its vileness
o More likely to eventually move from acceptance to outright approval (respectability)

o Homosexuality has infiltrated virtually every public arena of our day (public schools, the church, elected
officials, TV, newspapers and magazines)

o Human rights ordinance/pro-homosexual teen counseling center at Jr and Sr High Schools; safe-sex
program education program (Project 10; etc)

o Gay parades in many cities that are highly publicized, news coverage presents the tamer portions which
gives a very slanted picture of what 1s actually presented

Response:

0 Restrict exposure of family to the influence of TV, movies, etc

o Discuss at home the vileness of homosexuality flom a Biblical and practical (logical) basis

o Expose the true nature of "gay parades” etc by writing to newspapers

o Challenge TV coverage for its unbalanced treatment of the events actually occurring

0 Actively campaign against gay influence in school curriculums and classes

o Withdraw support of companies that encourage acceptance of the gay life-style

o Challenge at every opportunity available the belief that this life style is “normal”, use the fact sheet
provided
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o Nazi Germany desensitized its people to mass killing by gradual changes, then fear
d. Equating Homosexual Rights with Civil Rights Gained in the 1960's and 70's (including housing legislation
to control who we rent to):
Effects or Approach:
o Just as blacks were previously, homosexuals are an oppressed minority
0 In order to change irrational discrimination of homosexuals there needs to be legislation that specifically
calls out homosexuality as a protected minority that cannot be discriminated against
o Homosexuals are no different that blacks in their being denied equal protection under the law
o Not directly demanding support of homosexual practices, but anti-discrimination it's theme
Response:
o Blacks have no choice in their color, there is no rationale reason to discriminate because of color alone
0 Homosexuality is a choice, not a condition that the person has no control over
o Homosexuality is a morally offensive decision, just like any other repugnant action (murder, rape,
stealing) and as such does not merit special treatment or protection - it is not a right
o Homosexuals do not need to have special legislation protecting them from discrimination, their average
"household" income for men in 1997 was $50,000 compared to $38,000 for the U.S. average, and
roughly 60% of homosexuals are college graduates vs. 20% of all Americans (note f)
€. Questioning the Authority and Understanding of Scripture Relating to Homosexuality
Effects or Approach:
o Belief that God's will does not prohibit homosexuality as we understand it today
o Belief that scriptural ethics should focus on personal considerations and situational factors vice rigid
acceptance and obedience to God's word
o Belief that since God's nghteous standards are unobtainable in this life, that there is undoubtedly some
accommodation of man's physical appetites that is appropriate
o Belief that since gays are made that way that they cannot change, thus God is ¢ither not sovereign, or
all-knowing, or His word is in error .
o Belief that the translations are wrong, and that the Bible speaks to lust and not sexual orientation - thus
committed gays living together are consistent with the word of God
o Belief that God differentiates between the orientation (thoughts) and the actual act. This has justified
some denominations to lobby for ordination of “on-practicing” homosexuals
Response
o If we can get scripture to endorse homosexuality, then we can get it to endorse anything
o God's word is the one sure foundation in all matters of faith and practice, including this one
0 Man's personal limitations and imperfections do not justify the lowering of God's standard
o Scripture is to be used to interpret scripture, and context must be taken into account
0 As Session #135 showed, there is no ambiguity about what God's teaching is (context, descriptive
material, direct teaching)
o Rom 1 shows that God does not differentiate between desires and the act
. Claiming that to oppose the homosexual is to deny him his dignity (" God made me this way")
Effects or Approach:
o Invokes divine authority to the side of the homosexual, therefore all others are wrong
o Belief that to show love to a person you must accept them as they are
o Claims that the behavior is "normal” therefore it is equivalent to heterosexuals
o We have no right to judge another person or think of them as something less than anyone else based
upon their life-style
Response: )
o "It is precisely because of his dignity as a person that we must disapprove of homosexuality as unworthy
of him as God's image" (ref a; pg 60)
o It is important to separate the person from the sin. The person still retains God’s image, but his sinful
nature still manifests sin and must be condemned
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g. Portrayal of homesexuals as victims, needing protection from homophobes - thus secking legal protection
under ""hate crimes” legislation begun by President Bush
Effects or Approach:
o Treats gay issues as a special category and thus creates more severe punishment for any crimes
committed against gays
0 Any adverse decision against a gay based upon any factor can result in the claim of a "hate crime" - this
alone will incentivize compromise towards a homosexual in hiring practices independent of
qualifications
o Silences virtually all opposition to homosexuality - eventually, particularly the church
Response:
o Creates gross inequities in the administration of justice based upon political correctness vice seriousness
of a crime
o Subjectivity replaces facts as to the basis of the magnitude of the crime
o Creates a specially protected group which will be virtually untouchable
o Hate crimes assess the supposed motive of the criminal and punishes commensurate with that, vice the
degree of affect on the victim (equal crimes with different motives will be treated totally differently)
h. Seeking to protect people with AIDS under the "handicapped’ legislation signed by President Bush
Effects or Approach:
o This ensures that no stigma is legally tolerated in the work environment against any with AIDS
o This covers most occupations, even those that are high risk of injury
o This attempts to limit any legal recourse to the nnique threat that AIDS provides to co-workers
Response:
o AIDS is not like other disabilities in that if infection of others occurs, it is always fatal, other disabilities
do not cause this
o Vast majority of AIDS victims are still Gays, thus isolation of infected individuals is viewed as
highlighting the fact that this is a homosexual problem, which Gays do not want it seen as
o It is the consequence of an immoral choice, just as if a person destroys his mind on drugs - should he be
given “handicapped” protection under the law for “disabling” himself?

i. To describe not allowing a homosexual the "right" te marriage as giving "power to the legistature to limit
individual rights" (Human Rights Campaign of Washington D.C. affiliated group: "Protect our
Constitution"” in Hawaii for the Nov 98 election)

Effects or Approach:
o This implies that gay life-styles are protected by current Constitutional rights
o It attempts to paint the government as the "bad guy" vice the sin itself
o It puts sodomy in the same category as aduitery and sexual immorality (not iflegal) and thus a matter of
ones personal choice (consenting adults) in their own private lives - not to be regulated or controlled by
government (no right to say what is right or wrong in ones own personal life)
Response:
o Sin is not an individual's "right", but a transgression of God’s law, and when coded into societal laws
becomes criminal when violated
o All law is moral and reflects the moral basis that undergirds society. It reflects what the society views as
right and wrong, and as such serves a critical function in controlling the reprobate and lawless
o There is no legal precedent or extant writings that imply homosexuality was ever intended tobe a
“right” included in the Constitution
o This does not mean that the Supreme Court will not rule in support of this - particularly since it ruled
that unborn babies are non-persons!
J. Forcing closet gays out into the open ("outing”) to increase exposure and notoriety
Effects or Approach:
o This creates the impression of greater numbers
o This provides an avenue for increased media attention and thus visibility
o It continually brings the issue before the public (tire them out)
o Creates more activists to support the canse (the one forced out must now defend, also typically their
family and friends will raily to their support)
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k. Ensuring those gays in the limelight (high visibility, high achievement) are widely known as gay
Effects or Approach:
o Gives visibility again; gives inference that gays are especially talented or gified, gives impression that
gay life is in some way an advantage (if you are gay you are very gifted)
L Gaining access to public school curriculum and programs to legitimize it (L.A. Project 10)
Effects or Approach:
o The earlier children are exposed to homosexuality and its being portrayed as normal, the less the
revulsion that will develop
o The more homosexuality is treated in equal fashion with heterosexuality, the greater the probability that
more "converts” will occur since confusion will be instilled relative to the child's own predilection
o The two halves of perverting the public school system: remove Christianity and foundational moral and
ethical values and replace with wickedness
Response:
0 Vigilance relative to any program that presents homosexuality in any positive light
o Lobby schools, school boards, administrators etc. to not compromise on how homosexuality is
presented; actively participate
o Talk with your children to se¢ if any teacher is positively portraying the gay life-style and follow-up
with it, do not let it slide
o Potentially support a recall petition against school board members that are pro-gay curriculum etc.
(Grossmont School district)
o Consider running for school board positions
m. Creating a separate sub-culture and region (Castro district of San Francisco; Hillcrest in San Diego)
Effects or Approach:
o Provides a protective environment that 1s supportive - further justifying the behavior
o Truly is a way of life in virtually all aspects of social interaction
o Legitimizes the life-style in that is has a place (like China town) and draws attention
o Removes social ostracization since the entire region is virtually pro-homosexual, thus freeing the open
expression of vile conduct
o Creates opportunity to focus attention again, through travel brochures, maps etc.
n. Extremely strong support groups to keep a person in the gay community
Effects or Appreach: '
0 Provides continual reinforcement that the life-style is normal and beneficial
o Provides caring, understanding community to keep the person insulated from the truth
o Provides extremely difficult situation to try and remove themselves from, since closest and deepest
friendships will be homosexuals
Response:
o Befriend
o Evangelize
o Insulate from the gay environment
o Replace with caring, nurturing Christizan environment
0. Drawing attention away from the pedophile prevalence among homosexuals
Effects or Approach:
0 Claiming that this is not prevalent amongst homosexuals
o Claiming this is more comimon amongst heterosexuals
Response:
o Present the facts (see Handout)
p. Claiming homosexual practices are personal rights amongst consenting adults, not harmful to anyone (a
victimless crime)
Effects or Approach:
o Creates sympathy with those that are sexually immoral themselves
o Creates illusion that their actions do not affect anyone else but themselves
o Tries to show that love and commitment towards each other is the measure of worth and not some moral
standard someone else has
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Response:
o God's standards stand above any cultures standards - they are to be taught and encouraged to to be
followed
o Love and commitment are not the standard to go by
q. Intimidating the American Psychiatric Association into remeving homosexuality from its list of disorders
Effects or Approach:
© Removes any vestige from the secular community of belief it is abnormal and needs treatment
o Gives credibility to the practice as “normal” by medical professionals
Response:
o Provide facts and information refuting the claims of the politicized medical professionals
o Disclose the facts behind how the endorsement actually occurred
o Remind people of other claims by the APA recently that were rescinded when challenged (Pedophilia as
an example)
o Since these are self-serving and politicized stands they will not stand the test of factual data and an
overwhelming public response of outrage
r. Rewriting history to portray many past geniuses as “gay”
Effects or Approach:
0 Again, provides confusion as to the truth
o Paints gemiuses as symptomatic of homosexuality - something to admire and dream of
o Uses false and inaccurate (and unsubstantiatable) history to a political purpose
Response:
o Challenge the proof texts used and the historical accuracy of the conclusions
o Render contrary information that proves otherwise
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Session #17: Animal Rights
(Session Outline)

" A righteous man cares for the needs of his animal, but the kindest acts
of the wicked are cruel” (Prov 12:10)

1. What are rights? “That which a person has a just claim to; power, privilege, etc, that belongs to a person by
law, nature, or tradition” (Webster’s)
2. Man 1s pre-eminent over, and entirely separate from animals
o He is created in God’s image (Gen 1:26-27)
o He is called to be a good steward of animals & rule over them as God’s vice regent (Gen 1:28)
o All animals are given over into man’s hands (Gen 9:2-3; Psalm 8:6-7; James 3:7)
o With the fall, man has perverted the proper view of animals: either cruelty to themn, or worship of them
3. Are animals important to God? Yes!
o God created them and populated the skies, land and seas with them
0 God commanded man to rule righteously over them and care for them (Gen 1:26,28)
o God miraculously protected them through the flood (Gen 6:17-21; 7:1-16)
0 God shows compassion for them and watches over them (Jonah 4:6-11; Job 38:39-39:30; Matt 6:26)
0 God commands mercy towards them (Ex 23:4-5,12; Deut 22:1-7; 25:4; Lev 18:23; 20:15-16; Luke
13:15; 14:5; Matt 12:11-12; 1 Cor 9:9; 1 Tim 5:18; Prov 12:10)
4. Why did God create animals?
o To praise Him (Psalm 145:21; 148:7,10)
o To illustrate God’s awesome creativity and beauty
o To show our uniqueness in all of creation (Gen 2:19-20)
o For our enjoyment and to teach dominion principles
o To assist man in his work and for his benefit (Prov 14:4; Gen 8:6-12; 1 Kings 17:1-7; Gen 9:3; 3:21)
0 As an instrument of: judgment (2 Kings 2:23-25; Prov 30:17; Num 11:4-33; plagues on Egypt); fear
(Prov 22:13); correction (Jonah 1:17-2:10); temporary atonement (Heb 10:1-4,11); righteousness
(Prov 12:10; Heb 11:33), demonstrating humility (Jobhn 12:12-15; Job 40:15-41:34); authenticating
God’s chosen vessels (Acts 28:3-6)
o To teach us (see Handout: “What Animals Teach Us™)
0 Are there pets in the Bible? (2 Sam 12:1-6; Job 41:1-5; Matt 15:25-27; Passover lamb)
5. Do animals have rights?
o They have not been granted rights by God, but are protected to some degree just as we are
0 They are not to be crossbred (Lev 19:19; Gen 1:20-25)
o Just as we have legal rights (Thou shalt not kill - right to life), animals have derived protections (legal
rights) based upon God’s commands
o They are to be respected, not abused, since they have been created by God for our benefit and pleasure
6. Current animal rights movement is grounded in eastern mysticism, equating animals with man
o “Deep Ecology” derives from mysticism, intuition, New Age, and evolutionary thinking
o Belief that man is only an animal and is not intrinsically superior - all species equal to some extent
o “Speciesism” - “a prejudice or attitude of bias toward the interest of members of one’s own species
and against those of members of other species” (Peter Singer){(equality between men and animal life)
o Tactics include: emotionalism; misrepresentation of facts; unsupported statistics; legal system; lobbies;
intimidation; personal attack
7. What should we do?
o Engage the question as it comes up in conversation (don’t trivialize it)
o Address the fundamental issues (animals not created in the image of God; we are to protect and show
mercy towards them; we are not to idolize them or be cruel to them)
o Point out the eastern mysticism roots of much of the current movement
o Give reasons why God created animals
o Resist laws that elevate animals to the status of man
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Notes:

Animals of the Bible

1. Significant difficulty exists in identifying a number of animals mentioned in the Bible
2. Some representative scriptures are listed - actual translations may differ
3. Many times a Hebrew word covers several different animals, may be interchangeable

Domesticated Animals:

o Ass (Donkey?)(Num 22:28; Deu 22:10; Judges 5:10; 10:4; 1 Sam 9:3; Matt 21:2)

o Camel (Gen 12:16; 30:43; Lev 11:4; Judges 6:5; Job 1:3; Matt 19:24; 23:24)

o Cattle (Ox; Bulls; Lambs)(some 450 times)(Ex 29:11,36; Lev 4:4; Num 15:8; Ps 66:15)

o Colt or Foal (young Horse)(Deu 17:16; Job 39:19; Psalm 32:9; 33:17; Isa 31:1; many figurative)

o Dog (figurative useage)(Deu 23:18; Ecc 9:4; Matt 15:26fF; Phil 3:2; Rev 22:15)(loathsome to the Jew)
o Goat (Gen 15:9; 27:9; Lev 4:24; 16:15; Judges 13:19; 2 Chron 29:23)

o Mule (offspring of Horse by a2 Donkey; 2 Sam 13:29; Psalm 32:9)(Lev 19:19 forbids this breeding)

o Sheep (mentioned some 470 times; metaphorical, figurative, and literal references)

o Swine (Lev 11:7; Deu 14:8; Matt 7:6; 8:30; Luke 15:15; 2 Peter 2:22)(loathsome to the Jew)

Wild Animals:

Birds:

© Ape (loanword from Egypt: Monkey, Macaques; Langurs; Baboons? 1 Kings 10:22)

o Antelope (Oryx & Addax?)(Isa 51:20)

o Bat (Lev 11:9; Deu 14:18; Isa 2:20)

o Behemoth (Job 40:15; most scholars believe it is the Hippopotamus; how about a Dinosaur?)

o Brown Bear (1 Sam 17:34; 2 Sam 17:8; 2 Kings 2:24; Prov 17:12; Isa 11:7, Amos 5:19)(proverbially)
o Bubal Hartebeest (extinct?)(Deu 1:5; 1 Kings 4:23)

o Deer (Red deer; Fallow deer; Roe deer)(Deu 14:5; 2 Sam 2:18; Psalm 42:1; Prov 6:5; Isa 35:6)

o Dragon (most figurative, translated: sea monsters, serpent, whale (Gen 1:21; Ex 7:9-10,12; Job 41?))
o Elephant (not mentioned directly, but ivory is)(1 Kings 10:22; 2 Chron 9:21)

o Foxes (and Jackals?)(Judges 15:4; Neh 4:3; SS 2:15; Matt 8:20)

o Gazelle (Acts 9:36 Dorkas - Gazelle)

o Hare (Lev 11:6)

o Hedgehog (creature of desolation: Isa 14:23; 34:11; Zeph 2:14)

0 Leopard (Cheetah; Jungle Cat?)(SS 4:8; Isa 11:6; Jer 13:23)(used proverbially or figuratively)

o Lion (some 130 times; Dan 6:19; Deu 33:22; Prov 17:12; 30:30; literal & metaphorical, royalty symbol)
o Mountain Sheep (extinct form of Mouflon?)

o Mouse (Lev 11:29; 1 Sam 6:4; Isa 66:17 (symptoms imply Black Rat - carrier of bubonic plague fleas))
o Nubian Ibex (or Pygarg; Psalm 104:18)

o Seacow (popular name for Dugong, large marine mammal)(Ex 25; Num 4)

o Syrian Rock Hyrax (or Rock Badger, Coney? Lev 11:5; Deu 14:7; Psalm 104:18; Prov 30:26)

0 Weasel (Lev 11:29)

o Whale (Jonah 1:17; probably not a "great fish")

o Wild Ass (Onager) (Deu 5:21; Job 39:5-8)

o Wild Boar (Psalm 80:13; 68:307)

o Wolf (Isa 11:6; Matt 7:15; John 10:12)(most metaphorical, half time for one in authority (Zeph 3:3)

o Cormorant (food lists of Lev 11:1-47 and Deuv  14:3-20 only)

o Crane (Isa 38:14; Jer 8:7)

o Crow (Hooded Crow & Raven; Gen 8:7; Deu 14:14; 1 Kings 17:4; Ps 147:9; Prov 30:17; Luke 12:24)
0 Dove (Psalm 68:13; SS 6:9; Matt 3:16; 10:16)
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o Eagle (Matt 24:28)

o Foul (1 Kings 4:23; Hen (Matt 23:37; Luke 13:34); Cock (Mark 13:35; Matt 26:74-75))
o Griffin Vulture (Micah 1:16)

o Hawk (Job 39:26; and food lists of Lev 11:1-47 and Deu 14:3-20)

o Hoopoe (food lists of Lev 11:147 and Deu 14:3-20 only)

oKite (Lev 11:14; Den 14:13; Isa 34:15)

o Night-Hawk (food lists of Lev 11:1-47 and Deu 14:3-20 only)

o Osprey (food lists of Lev 11:147 and Deu 14:3-20 only)

o Ossifrage (or Lammergeier or Bearded Vulture)(Lev 11:13)

o Ostrich (Job 39:13-18; Lam 4:3)

o Owls (creature of desolation; Isa 34:14; Screech Owl; Night Hag; Nightjar; Lilith; Tawny Owl?)
o Partridge (1 Sam 26:20, Jer 17:11)

o Peacocks (1 Kings 10:22)

o Pelican (Psalm 102:6)

o Pigeons (Gen 15:9; Lev 1:14; 5:7; 12:8; 14:22; Luke 2:24)

0 Quail (Ex 16:13; Num 11:31)

0 Sea Gull (food lists of Lev 11:147 and Deu 14:3-20 only)

0 Sparrows (Matt 10:29; Psalm 84:3; Psalm 102:7 (Blue Rock Thrush?))
o Swallow (or Swift or Martin)(Psalm 84:3; Prov 26:2)

¢ Turtle Dove (Gen 15:9; Lev 1:14; Num 6;10; Luke 2:24)

o Vulture (Lev 11:18; Deu 14:17)

0 Water Hen (food lists of Lev 11:1-47 and Deu 14:3-20 only)

0 White Stork (Lev 11:19; Psalm 104:17; Jer 8:7)

Reptiles:

o Crocodile? (believed by some to be Leviathan of Job 41:1)

o Frog (Ex 8:2ff; figuratively in Rev 16:13)

o Lizards (also: Agama, Rainbow Lizard, Rock Gecko, Chameleon, Skinks (Lev 11:29ff))

o Serpent (or fiery Serpent or Dragon (Gen 3:1; Num 21:6-9; Isa 14:29; 30:6; Ex 7:9ff)

o Snake (Cobra (Psalm 58:4-5); Asp (Isa 11:8); Fiery Serpent (John 3:14; Rev 12:9; Carpet Viper
(Num 21); Adder (Prov 23:32); Desert Vipers (Jer 8:17); Pharisees are Vipers; Viper (Acts 28:3))

o Tortoise (Lev 11:297)

Insects and Other:

o Ant (Prov 6.6, 30:25)

o Fleas (1 Sam 24:14; 26:20)

o Fly (Ex 8:211f; Psalm 78:45; 105:31; Isa 7:18; Ecc 10:1)

0 Gnat (Matt 23:24; or Tick in Ex 8:16-18)

o Honey Bees (Jdgs 14:8; Psalm 118:12; Deu 1:44; figuratively in Isa 7:18)
o Hornet (Ex 23:28)

o Leech (Prov 30:15)

o Locusts (mentioned some 56 times in OT; Joel 1:4; Ex 10:13)
o Moth (Job 4:19; Luke 12:33

0 Scorpion (used proverbially in 1 Kings 12:11; Luke 11:12)

0 Snail (Psalm 58:8)

o Spiders (Job 8:14; Isa 59:5-6)

0 Worm (used figuratively Matt 9:48)

90




Animals Rights: Discassion Questions

1. Will there be animals in heaven?
0 Is this really an important question to be answered?
o Controversial subject - emotional for many because of their children - many side step the issue
o In what sense did Paul preach to every creature under heaven (NIV)? (Col 1:21-23)
o Sense is all mankind, as context shows (lit: "proclaimed in all creation - under the heaven™)
o Same sense as Mark 16:15 "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation™
0 Animals have a soul the same as does man where "nepes” - means "possessing life” (Gen 1:20,24,30;
9:12, 15-16; Eze 47:9). In reference to man it can also mean: seat of physical appetite; source of
emotion; associated with the will and moral action; designating an individual or person; can denote self.
It is not used in copjunction with animats to imply en eternal existence
o Christ came as a man, not as an animal; there is no recorded instance of Christ healing an animal or
talking about its future life - He did not come to redeem an animal's life
0 Do animals sin?
o Prior to the fall, there was no death - even among animals
o Generally, christian theologians believe the plight of animals is connected with the fall
o Animals illustrate the effects of the fall by their "inhumanity" towards each other
o Thomas Aquinas believed animals sinned and thus fell from grace before there ever was an
Adam and Eve - Aquinas suggested the sufferings of animals is their just due
o Animals were not created in the image of God, and do not have moral accountability
o Scripture implies the "spirit" of an animal does not rise as man's does (Ecc 3:19-21)
o0 Same implication in 2 Peter 2:12, where brute beasts are said to perish jast like false teachers
o Scripture speaks to the redemption of the entire universe, there will be 2 new heavens and a new
earth - could very well include redeeming the animal kingdom and creating it anew (Rev 5:11-14)
o0 Opinion: animals will not be resurrected, but there will be animals in the new heavens and the new
earth, as all creation will be freed from its bondage to decay, and the pre-fall state obtained again
2. Is it a sin to canse unnecessary pain in the animal kingdom?
0 What would motivate a person to inflict pain on an animal? Sinful nature
0 Prov 12:10 and many of God's commands compel us to show mercy to animals not cruelty
(Ex 23:5,12; Deu 22:6,7; Luke 13:15)
o To inflict useless, purposeless pain is a violation of our stewardship responsibility before God, and
constitutes a violation of His command (hence a sin in my opinion)
o Pain (a bit 1n 2 mouth) is intended to ensure obedience and to train, this is not the same as torture
0 Man is far above the animals, just as they are above plants, and in turn the carth - consequences of
foul treatment may be different than sin against man, but the heart is the measuring rod
o Animals used in medical research, must question:
o Is it absolutely necessary?
o0 Are any alternatives available to prevent destruction or painful treatment of animals?
o If no other way within reasonable use of resources, what is the minimal use that needs to be
made of animals?
o If it is a choice between an animals life and that of man ("in God's image™), protect and
preserve the man's life
3. Are we predisposed against any "animal rights" movement because of the unbiblical foundation
underlying it?
o Some believe that acknowledging any good aspects of this movement implies buying into all of it as
well as its underlying theology - not so
o The conscience of man compels many to sympathy towards animals - God's common grace, in a
vacuum of God's truth, will provide care for His creation - but error will replace His truth
0 Man will tend to idolize nature or abuse it, Biblical approach is the only true way to view it
o Christians in many instances have walked away from the arena because of the idolatrous approach
taken by the radical animal rights movement
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4. Is it justifiable to spend thousands of doltars to medically treat a sick animal? A pet?
o As the Lord has prospered us, we may use our bounty for our own purposes, but never at the
expense of our family well fare, our tithes and offerings, and meeting the needs of the body of Christ
o Samaritan exampie: gave generously when need presented itself, did not go out searching for it
o We must have a clear conscience before the Lord, we have freedom to do with our resources as would
be honoring to the Lord
o Rom 14 - do not be a stumbling block to others
o Nathan before David - man's ewe lamb was like a daughter to him, it would be expected that he would
use extensive means to protect and care for his pet
5. How do animals give glory to God?
o Just as the stars in the heavens sing to God and speak to His glory, so does the animal kingdom
o Animals display God's abundant provision, perfection of function, creativity, compassion - thus
they demonstrate many of God's characteristics, hence acknowledging this brings glory to God
6. Does God love chickens?
o God has compassion for animals, but does not love them as He loves His people and sent His Son
to die for them
o Chickens are like brute beasts, grown to provide food for man and to be eaten
7. Is it a sin to allow an animal to become extinct?
0 Each animal offers some insight into the character of God, and should be protected and preserved as
we have ability (resources are limited, wisdom must be exercised in their use to preserve these
marvelous creations). To allow a species to become extinct when effort would have prevented it
constitutes careless disregard for a gift from God (a sin? possibly)
o To wantonly destroy the last of a species to exterminate it is destruction for destruction sake and is evil
o0 We are to be good stewards of animals, but we live in a fallen world, and species will disappear
o Don't forget, that God Himself exterminated more species than mankind has ever been able to (flood)
0 Again, we are not to value animals lives above man's if that becomes a choice
8. Is it a sin to cage an animal in a zoo? How about a pet bird in a cage?
0 Zoos can protect an animal from extinction
0 Many zoos treatment of animals constitutes a form of torture - we have learned how best to confine them
for their protection and well being, and our education and pleasure
o Good stewardship principles would imply caring for animals in a humane and compassionate way, not
in a cruel manner
9. When will the lion and the lamb lie down together?
0 During the Millennium time? During the new heavens and the new earth?
o Never? This is only an allegory?
10, Does God feel the sufferings of animals?
0 All death is a consequence of man's sin and fall from grace, including the death of animals
o0 God is aware of the sufferings of animals, and commands us to be compassionate towards them
0 God does not treat animals on the same level as man
o Since all of creation exists because God continues to will it to exist - He obviously is aware of what
animals are feeling at any time - our treatment of them will be judged
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What Animals Teach Us
(Selected Examples)

Note: The Bible uses animals to teach us in several ways: as word pictures of human traits and as
living proverbs by their characteristics and actions. The following are a few we can learn from

Add your own insights to those listed below, and look for other examples

"But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of the air, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth,
and it will teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform you. Which of all these does not know that the hand of the

Lord has done this" (Job 12:7-8)
0 Each of these realms (air, land, sea) teaches of God's sovereignty and purpose
o These lessons of God are all around us if we would just look for them

"Here is the fate God allots to the wicked,... The house he builds is like a moth's cocoon, like a hut made by a
watchman. He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; when he opens his eyes, all is gone” (Job 27:13,18-19)
o Just as the caterpillar dies and a moth results, so a man in his wealth, when he dies is changed forever
o Though a cocoon provides security for awhile, it will not forestall the inevitable
"The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, but they cannot compare with pinions and feathers of the stork. She lays

her eggs on the ground and lets them warm in the sand, unmindful that a foot may crush them, that some wild

animal may trample them. She treats her young harshly, as if they were not hers; she cares not that her labor was
in vain, for God did not endow her with wisdom or give her a share of good sense. Yet when she spreads her

feathers to run, she laughs at horse and rider” (Job 39:13-18)

o Each animal is gifted in its own unique ways, just as men have different talents and abilities
o0 Unless God gives us wisdom, we also would be laughable in many of our traits or pursuits
0 Even an animal with so many ridiculous traits and obvious lack of wisdom can have its own dignity

"My son, if vou have put up security for your neighbor,.. Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids.
Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fouler” (Prov 6:1,4-5)
0 Indebtedness to others is a trap, and is to be avoided and resisted just as an animal fights for freedom
o Even if caught, the gazelle and bird still have a possibility of freedom and do not give up
o It is never too late to continue to struggle (free oneself) - God may yet give deliverance
"Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it
stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest" (Prov 6:6-8)
o Industry, planning, initiative are obviously good traits, and will be rewarded at the proper time
o If we won't work when we are supposed to, we will not eat

"With persuasive words she lead him astray; she seduced him with her smooth talk. All at once he followed her
like an ox going fo the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird

darting into a snare, little knowing it will cost him his life” (Prov 7:21-23)
o Be wary and cautious, do not be lead astray, small sins can easily grow into destructive ones
o Look ahead at the consequences of our decisions, unlike animals we can anticipate them
o A fool, no matter how talented, loses the advantage of his skills when he allows himself to be enticed
"A righteous man cares for the needs of his animal, but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel” (Prov 12:10)

0 A righteous man has a proper heart in caring for his animal - a concern for its welfare
0 A wicked man taking care of an animals needs, does so only if it is for his own benefit
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"Where there are no ox, the manger is empty, but from the strength of an ox comes an abundant harvest" (Prov 14:4)

o God provides animals to partner with, and benefit man to increase his productivity
o Interdependence and use of wisdom and strength brings great vield

"Better to meet a bear robbed of her cubs than a fool in his folly" (Prov 17:12)

o As frightening as a mother bear can be, it is not as dangerous as a foolish man
o Better to face known physical threats than a deceptive, sinful one

"A king's rage is like the roar of a lion, but his favor is like dew on the grass" (Prov 19:12; 20:2)

o Just as the king of beasts loudly displays his displeasure, so does a king's rage warn all around him
0 As a lion's roar instills fear the the weak, so a king's anger terrifies this subjects

"Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly! In the end it bites
like a snake and poisons like a viper" (Prov 23:31-32; Matt 3:7))

o Fascination (or craving) of something can lead to ones own destruction, beware of appearances
o0 Just like playing with a snake may be enjoyable for awhile, so with sin, in the end you will be bitten

"A whip for the horse, a halter for the donkey, and a rod for the backs of fools" (Prov 26:3)

o Just as dumb animals need to be controlled, corrected and trained, a fool needs appropriate persuasion
o Just as working animals are punished if not obedient, so will we if not diligent (foolish) in our duties

"Like one who seizes a dog by the ears is a passer-by who meddles in a quarrel not his own" (Prov 26.17)

o Just as a dog's natural reaction to being seized by the ears is to attack the grabber, so others
turn and attack an unwelcome intruder in a personal affair

"The leech has two daughters, 'Give! Give!’ they cry” (Prov 30:15)

0 Just as the offspring of a leech thirsts after blood and are never satisfied, so a sclfish man raises
offspring that want for themselves only

"There are three things that are too amazing for me, four that I do not understand: the way of an eagle in the sky,
the way of a snake on a rock, the way of a ship on the high seas; and the way of a man with a maiden" (Prov
30:18-19)

0 Just as eagles can't control the wind but use it to their advantage, so do ships on the seas

o Snakes are shrewd, cunning, enticing, powerful and deadly - such as an immoral man

o Each also speaks to the easy mastery of the element they are familiar with (wind, rock, sea, maiden)
o Each illustrates truths that take deep concentration to understand

"Four things on earth are small, yet they are extremely wise: Ants are creatures of little strength, yet they store up
their food in the summer; coneys are creatures of little power, yet they make their home in the crags; locusts have
no king, yet they advance together in ranks; a lizard can be caught with the hand, yet it is found in kings’ palaces"
{Prov 30:24-28)

o Even the weak (ants) can accomplish much by diligence and working over a long time (provision)

o Coneys adapt themselves to rugged crags, not changing them, but letting it work for them (sanctuary)
© Much can be done with no leader and a common purpose (brings order) - both good or destructive

o Even though we ourselves may be weak (like a lizard), we may accompany the mighty (audacity)

o Power and might do not necessarily equate to wisdom
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“There are three things that are stately in their stride, four that move with stately bearing: a lion, mighty among
beasts, who retreats before nothing; a strutfing rooster, a he-goat, and a king with his army around him" (Prov
30:29-31)

o With great position (amongst ones own community) comes great presence and appearance
o Power breeds a manner of carrying oneself
o Even among animals there is a pre-eminence that shows itself within its arena

"Do not give to dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may frample them under
their feet and then turn and tear you to pieces” (Matt 7:6)

o Dogs and swine cannot differentiate the noble from the profane, so too ungodly men
o Pick your fights well, so that you are not destroyed

"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves"
(Mazt 7:15) '

o Appearance is not everything, the fruit of a person's life reflects the inner man
o Like vicious wolves, false prophets will try and destroy you

"Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head” (Matt 8:20)
o Each animal has a home to rest, peculiar to its need. but Christ's home is not in this world

"When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd” (Matt 9:36; 10:5)

o Sheep are defenseless and aimless without protection and a leader, just like we are without Christ

"I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves"
(Mart 10:16)

0 Just as sheep stand no chance before wolves, we have no chance in the world without God's protection
o0 Snakes know their surroundings and trust no one, doves do not inflict injury or entertain harm to others

"Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your
Father...So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows” (Matt 10:29; 12:11-12)

o Even if birds are of little value to men, they exist for reasons known to God and according to his will
o If birds are of importance to God, how much more so His children?

"4gain I tell you the truth, it is easier for a camel to go through the eyve of a needle than for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of God” (Matt 19:24)

o Just as it is obvious a camel is physically incapable of passing through a needle, so a man's riches
can be an obvious stumbling block to his seeking God's kingdom
o It is impossible for a man to buy his way into heaven

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees,...You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel”
(Matt 23:24)

o Don't be seif righteons over the insignificant and ignore our own major sins (camels were unclean!)
o Though all things exist for a purpose, we must distinguish between the minor and crucial
o This major contrast illustrates the depth of the blindness of our own sin
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"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent fo you, how often I have longed to gather
Your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing" (Matt 23:37)

o Even young chicks have the sense to seek their mother's protection. unlike the unwise and unregenerate
o As a hen desires her chicks to be safe, so God desires that none should perish and gathers to Himself
those that are His

"Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain" (I Cor 6:6; 1 Tim 5:18; Deut 25:4)

0 Just as it is right for an animal to share in the product of its labor, so should men benefit from theirs
o0 Just as muzzling an ox makes its work futile for itself, so hampering a man from benefitting from
his labor is cruel to him

"Be self~controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to
devour” (I Peter 5:8)

0 A lion is unpredictable in when and where he may strike, so be prepared and vigilant at all times
o A lion after prey is powerful and overwhelming if we are not adequately equipped to fight him

"But these men blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct,
born only to be caught and destroyed, and like beasts they too will perish” (2 Peter 2:12)

o The hostile, unregenerate, non-clect are driven by their own selfish desires and like brute beasts are
irrational and without restraint - they serve God's purpose then perish
"Of them the proverbs are true: ‘A dog returns to its vomit,” and, ‘A sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing

in the mud.’" (2 Peter 2:22; Prov 26:11))

0 Just as a dog and sow cannot change their own natures, so a man cannot change his
o Just as animals will not strive for noble purposes but will seck their own lowest level, so 2 man left
to himself will become more depraved
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Animals Rights: Family Discussion Questions
1. Will there be animals in heaven?

2. Isit a sin to cause vynnecessary pain in the animal kingdom? What about medical research?

3. Are we predisposed against any "animal rights” movement because of an unbiblical foundation?

4. Is it justifiable to spend thousands of dollars to medically treat a sick animal? A pet?

5. How do animals give glory to God?

6. Does God love chickens?

7. 1s it a sin to allow an animal to become extinct?

8. Is it a sin to cage an animal in a zoo? Keep a pet bird in a cage?

9. When will the lion and the lamb lie down together?

10. Does God feel the sufferings of animals?

11. Should euthanasia agreements and conditions be used to cover animals?

12. Are pet cemeteries honoring to God?

13. Is hunting for pleasure a sin?
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What Animals Teach Us
(Selected Examples for Self Study)

"In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak,...He lies in wait like a lion in cover; he lies in waif to
catch the helpless; he caiches the helpless and drags them off in his net. His victims are crushed, they collapse;
they fall under his strengih.” (Psaim 10:2,9-10; 17:12; 22:13,21; Psalm 57:4)

"But  am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by people.” (Psalm 22:6)

"Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me" (Psaim 22:16)

"Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or
they will not come to you" (Psalm 32:9)

"You rebuke and discipline men for their sin; you consume their wealth like a moth” (Psalm 39:11)

"Let them vanish like water that flows away;... Like a slug melting away as it moves along" (Psalm 58:7-8)

"Rescue me, O Lord, from evil men,... They make their tongues as sharp as a serpent’s; the poison of vipers is on
their lips” (Psalm 140:1,3)

"Man's fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: As one dies, so dies the other. All have the
same breath; man has no advantage over the animal. Everything is meaningless. All go to the same place; all
come from dust, and to dust all retwrn. Who knows if the spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit of the animal
goes down into the earth?" (Ecc 3:19-21; Psalm 49:14; 20)

"Anyone who is among the living has hope - even a live dog is better off than a dead lion” (Ecc 9:4)

"Moreover, no man knows when his hour will come; As fish are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a
snare, so men are trapped by evil times that fall unexpectedly upon them" (Ecc 9:12)

"As dead flies give perfume a bad smell, so a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor"” (Ecc 10:1)

"If a snake bites before it is charmed, there is no profit for the charmer" (Ecc 10:11; Psalm 58:4-5)

"The ox knows his master, the donkey his owner's manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand”
(Isa 1:3)}
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“Like a partridge that hatches eggs it did not lay is the man who gains riches by unjust means. When his life is
half gone, they will desert him, and in the end he will prove to be a fool"” (Isa 17:11)

"Has not my inheritance become to me like a speckled bird of prey that other birds of prey surround and attack?”
Jer 12:9)

"Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Neither can you do good who are accustomed to
doing evil” (Jer 13:23)

“Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; for riches do not endure
forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations. When had is removed and new growth appears and the
grass from the hills is gathered in, the lambs will provide you with clothing, and the goats with the price of a
field You will have plenty of goats’ milk to feed your and your family and to nourish your servant girls”

(Prov 26:23-27)

Others?
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Session #18: Medical Ethics - Preliminaries
(Session Outline)

"I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the
secret place. When I was waven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed
body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be"”
(Psalm 139:14)

"Then God said, 'Let us make man in our image, in our likeness...So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them."”
(Gen 1:26-27)

1. Introduction
o Ethics: "The study of standards of conduct and moral judgment"
o Scripture is the only absolute standard to govern our fzith and practice (solo scriptura)
o Ethical questions relating to life, death, and medical treatment decisions must be addressed from
a strong Biblical basis in order to reach God honoring decisions (2 Tim 3:16-17)
o To adequately address any ethical dilemma, we must understand the sitnation, God's word and the
person(s) involved
2. We are "Fearfully and wonderfully made”
o Fearfullv (vertical view): Geod fashioned us, called us into existence, and sustains our existence
according to His good will and pleasure (Job 31:15; Psalm 119:73; Eccl 11:5; Heb 1:3; 11:3)
o Wonderfully (horizontal view): We are incredibly complex creatures (body, mind, soul, spirit), and are
truly beyond comprehension (Ecct 3:11; Job 38:1-42:6)
3. Our Days on Earth are Numbered by the Lord
0 God has ordained our time on earth (Deut 30:19-20; Job 14:5; Eccl 8:15; Acts 17:26)
o We cannot change the length of our stay (Matt 6:27)
o When life has finished its tasks, it will be taken home (Phil 1:6)
4. There is a Sanctity Associated with Human Life
o Man uniquely reflects the image & glory of God, he's not an animal (Gen 5:1; 9:6; 1 Cor 11:7; Jam 3:9),
o Though not explicit in scripture, being made in the image of God may include:
o0 Having dominion over the earth (vice-regent of God)(Gen 1:28)
o Self-conscience; having moral agency (discern good & evil); appreciate beauty; create within
bounds of own existence; immortal; possess a soul & unigue relationship to God
0 Man is created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness (Eph 4:24)
0 Man is uniquely crowned with honor and glory (Psalm 8:4-6; applied to Christ in Heb 2:6-8)
o Man's life has different dignity from life of an animal or plant (God's image); dealt with differently
o Taking a man’s life sinfully uniquely defiles the land (Gen 4:10) as does man's sin (Lev 18:1-25)
o Man's life is to be specially protected (Ex 20:13; Num 35:22-28; Ex 21:12-36), and is only be taken
by God directly or by use of His chosen means (Rom 13:1-7)
0 Man's form is the perfect representation of God in creation, with Jesus Christ the perfect representation
of God in human form (Gen 1:27; Phil 2:6-7)
o In redemption we are being recreated into God's image (Col 3:10) by the removal of the corruption
that sin has brought to our nature
o Our lives are priceless because of the infinite price paid for us (2 Cor 8:9)
5.Man’s life is to be honored and protected with the dignity God has granted to it
o Our hope is not in the perfecting of life extension techniques in this world
o Our hope is in the crucified, buried and resurrected Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
o Thru Him we have eternal life, without doctors (He is the Great Physician); without hospitals (itisa
mansion); without the pain of death and suffering (we will have glorified bodies)
o For us, life is not an idol, it is a gift to be used by God for His glory

Helpful Ref: o "Medical Ethics - Principles, Persons, and Problems;" John M. Frame, 1988

o "Berween Life and Death - The Life Support Dilemma;"” Dr. Kenneth E. Schemmer, M.D., 1988
o "Matters of Life and Death;" Francis J. Beckwith & Norman L. Geisler, 1991
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Medical Ethics
Homework Questions to Think About

" All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be"”
(Psalm 139:16b)

1. When do you think human life begins?

Thoughts & reasons:

Scriptures that apply:

2. How would you define when physical death has occurred?

Thoughts & reasons:

Scriptures that apply:
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Medical Ethics - What is Life and Death?

“All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be"
(Psalm 139:16b)

1. When do you think human life begins?

a. Definition of life (Webster's): "that property or quality of plants and animals that distinguishes
them from inorganic matter or dead organisms; specifically, the cellular biochemical activity or
processes of an organism, characterized by the ingestion of nutrients, the storage and use of
energy, the excretion of wastes, growth, reproduction, etc." (pretty sterile)
0 Where is "awareness?" the mind, emotions, thinking, decisions, etc.?
o Where is the "soul" and the "spirit"?
o Biblically, we can say our life is contained in, and defined by, the great commandment: "Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength” (Mark 12:30)
b. One definition: "The breath of Life" (Gen 2:7; 6:17; 7:15,22; Ezek 37:5; Dan 5:23; Acts 17:25)
o "...he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else” (Acts 17:25)
0 To Belshazzar: "But you do not honor God who holds in his hand your life [*breath” KJV]
and all your ways" (Dan 6:23)
o To the dry bones: "Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord
says to these bones: I will make breath [wind, spirit] enter you, and you will come to life*
(Ezek 37:5)
o0 "...the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man became a living being" (Gen 2:7)
o "I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every
creature that has the breath of life in it." (Gen 6:17; 7:15,22)
o "Breath of life" = pneurna = wind, breath, mind. spirit
o Context dependent term that has a very large number of meanings
0 "air in motion" or "breath"
0 "a snort through one's nose", emotions of aggressiveness/anger (Isa 25:4; Prov 29:11)
0 "mental awareness” (Ezek 11:5)
0 "the entire immaterial consciousness of man" some analogy to soul (both can leave
the body at death; Gen 35:18; Psalm 86:13)
o Giving of life after the physical man (Adam) was fashioned is accounted for by God
“breathing” into him; it implies an awareness, life itself
o Implication is that life begins when it (inan and animals) can breath, or when man
is conscience - mentally aware
¢. Another definition: "Life is in the blood"
o "But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. And for your lifeblood I will surely
demand an accounting from every animal. And from each man. t00." (Gen 9:4-5)
o "For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for
one's life" (Lev 17:11; 14)
o "But be sure you do not eat the blood, because the blood is the life, and you must not eat
the life with the meat" (Deut 12:23)
o "Life" = nepesh (Hebrew)
0 Broad range of meaning covering concepts such as: throat; appetite; soul; life; person
o Context shows the proper rendering is "life" - identifving the life of an animal (Lev)
with its blood. The blood, therefore gives it its life (refraining from eating meat with
blood in it honors life, eating blood despises life)
o Gen 9:4-5 shows that the same concept is applicable to man as well as the beasts
o Implication from this is that life exists when blood is present (for unborn babies,
heartbeat and blood flows develop during the second month of pregnancy)
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d Also, the Holy Spirit gives life

o In referring to the creatures that God has created in the world, we find in Psalm 104:30 "When
you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth”

o Implies that the Spirit grants life to creatures, "they" indicates identification as a living thing,
not as a lifeless “thing” at the time of their creation (or coming into being). No intermediate
state of non-life from conception until some time later is implied or stated

¢. But, we are sinful from conception
o0 "Surely 1 was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me" (Psalm 51:3-5)
0 Also translated "I was shapen in iniquity”
0 We inherit our parents sinful nature that has been passed down since Adam (Gen
5:3); at no time do we have a different nature ( different "kind") then become human

o There is no time that our nature is not sinful until there is a spiritual nature given to
us through faith (there is no protected time in the womb)

o Being inside the mother only prevents the infant from demonstrating his sin nature,
once born it will manifest itself

o This implies that we are accountable for our very nature from our conception,
suggesting that we are human, and of one nature from the very beginning

0 "My frame was not hidden from you when [ was made in the secret place. When I was woven

together in the depths of the earth, your eyes say my unformed body. All the days ordained
for me were written in your book before one of them came to be" (Psalm 139:15-16)
o The days ordained can refer to from birth, or from the context appear to apply from
the beginning of his existence (conception)
o The personal reference implies that David existed from conception, there was not
a time that he was an "it" vice himself
f. When was Jesus not Jesus?

o From conception within Mary, Jesus was folly God and fully human (Matt 1:20,23)

o Christ's own example demonstrates that human life begins from conception. His divine
nature and human nature were present simultaneously from conception

g. When did we exist in God's mind?

o "All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be"
(Psaim 139:16b)

o God predestined us to exist in a specific time - He charted out our lives instant by
instant (Acts 17:26)

o In a very real sense we existed in God's mind before our physical manifestation
came into being (Isa 14:24, 26-27)

o In this sense, we have existed from before time, since God's forethought is an
absolute promise that what He will's to occur will come to pass

o Jer 1:5: "Before 1 formed you in the womb I knew you..."

o "For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless...he
predestined us to be adopted as his sons...In him we were also chosen having been
predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the
purpose of his will..." (Eph 1:4,5,11)

o "...but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen
before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for you sake.”

(1 Peter 1:19-20)
h. Related questions from a reasoning standpoint (ref 4):

o Is 2 male sperm or female ovum a human being? - No, each only has 23 chromosomes
whereas a human being has 46. Also, they can only die or unite for fertilization at which point
they individually cease to exist

0 Is any human cell a human being? - No. A human cell is part of a human body, but a
fertilized ovum (human zygote) has its own body. A celi can die while the body lives on,
but a human zygote, or embryo cannot. Individual cells only produce their own kind of cell,
not a whole human being
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o0 Does human life begin at conception (fertilization)? - Yes. This is when all buman genetic
characteristics are present, with its own genetic code (different from either parents) and
separate from the parents bodies. At no time after conception are any additional genetic
characteristics added, what remains to occur is growth and development of a particular
human individual (into infancy, childhood, adolescence, and adulthood)

0 What about twinning and recombination? Twinning: may be an individual dying to give
life to two new identical beings; it may be a non-sexual form of "parenting”; or there may
be a basic duality already there before the split. In recombination: one life may die when
recombined. Illustration: think in terms of teenagers splitting and recombining, we would
not judge the individual's right to life based upon the odd conditions

2. How would you define when physical death has occurred?

a. Scripture does not present a definition of when physical death occurs
b. Scripture does, however, present observations concerning physical death (easy in the “old™ days):

o0 Joshua 11:14 "...but all the people they put to the sword until they completely destroyed them,
not sparing anyone that breathed”

o 1 Kings 15:29 "He did not leave Jeroboam anyone that breathed, but destroyed them all"

o 1 Kings 17:17 "Some time later the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He
grew worse and worse, and finally stopped breathing™

o Job 27:3 "._.as long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my nostrils, my lips will not

speak wickedness..."

o Psalm 104:27-29 in referring to creatures on earth: "These all look to you to give them their
food at the proper time. When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your
hand, they are satisfied with good things. When you hide your face, they are terrified; when
you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust”

o Isa 2:22 "Stop trusting in man, who has but a breath in his nostrils. Of what account is he?”

0 Acts 17:25 "And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he
himself gives all men life and breath and everything else™

o The implication is that when breath stops, life stops! However, breath can be artificially
maintained indefinitely when other bodily functions continue on

c. Eccl 12:7 Indicates that God is the giver of the spirit of life and the One who calls it home. Also, that
the leaving of the spirit of a man occurs at the time of death! "...and the dust returns to the ground it
came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it."

d. Empirical (forensic) indications (observations) of death that are used medically include cessation of:

o Heartbeat

o Reflexes

0 Body heat {energy production)

0 Assimilating material from the environment into itself to replace used materials

o Cell growth

o Elimination of waste products

o Ability to overcome disease or injury

o Brain activity (brain waves)

o Flexibility (rigor mortis)

o Processes preventing putrefaction and decomposition of the body

o The converse is also true - presence of the above indicates presence of life!

o With the exception of rigor mortis, putrefaction and decomposition of the body (obvious

signs of death), the other aspects can be artificially maintained, preventing body death

e. The Ad Hoc committee of the Harvard Medical School (1968) defined tests for death as:

o Irreversible structural damage to the Central Nervous System

o Nothing can be depressing the brain's fimction (alcohol; barbiturate, hypothermia, etc)

o0 Brain stem reflexes - corneal, pupillary, gag and oculovestibular - must be absent

o There must be no respiratory effort during a satisfactory trial period
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o If any of the above not fulfilled, a confirmatory test to show the absence of cerebral blood

flow is mandatory
f. President's Commission for the Study of Ethical Problems in Medicine and Biomedical and Behavioral
Research (1981), defined death as either:

o "Irreversible cessation of circulatory and respiratory functions"” or:

o "Irreversible cessation of all functions of the entire brain, including the brain stem"

0 Model legislation using this language is in the Uniform Determination of Death Act (UDDA)

g- The focus of whether human life (the "person”) remains within a body is the brain
o Brain basics:

0 The whole body serves the brain, with the brain directing all activities of the body

0 Most highly developed cells are located on the surface of the cerebral hemispheres -
the neocortex (controls general movement; visceral functions; perception; behavioral
reactions; integration of these functions; reasoning; creativity; value decisions;
everything we associate with personality)

o When glucose and/or oxygen are denied, the brain begins to die: first the cerebral

cortex (highest functions); second the midbrain; finally the brain stem

0 "Whole brain death” is defined as cessation of all brain activity (see standard above)

o Electroencephalogram (EEG) measures electrical activity in the brain neocortex (brain waves)

o Persistent Vegetative State: no neocortex brain waves can be found but the brain
stem still functioning and stimulating the heart and lungs (1988 -10,000 patients with
permanent loss of consciousness but maintained by tuzbal feedings). Is the "person"
stili there or not?

0 "Residual neocortical function” can still be present without indicating any hope of a
Teturn to consciousness

o "Locked in" syndrome

o Midbrain dies (stroke or cerebral arterial aneurysm ruptures)

o Damage to midbrain prevents the cortex from communicating with the rest of the body

o Presently, when the neocortex and midbrain die, but the brain stem functions, then the person
is legally alive - thus increasing number of people with a permanent loss of consciousness
(PVS) due to life support systems that arrest the natural dying process

o Are Anencephalic infants alive? Are they a person? They are alive, but only the brain stem
exists, therefore they die very quickly afier death. Current legal definitions of life consider
these infants alive and subject to legal protection since their brain stems are functioning
(this prevents harvesting their organs since this would kill them)

0 When the neocortex dies, the person cannot be revived - therefore, is the person dead?

o Positron Emission Tomographic (PET) scans currently can distinguish between unconscious
patients; locked in patients; and patients with a dead cerebral cortex (Pulsed Doppler
Ultrasound (PDU) is cheaper to administer and measures carotid artery blood flow, reliably
determining if there is cortex brain death or not (still legal issues))

h. Bottom line: this question is very difficnlt to answer in many cases and does not Iend itself to an easy
answer either Biblically or physically in many cases

Recommended References:

"Making Biblical Decisions,” Frankiin E. Payne, Jr., M.D., 1989

"Biblical Healing for Modern Medicine,” Prankiin E. Payne, Jr., M.D., 1993

"Between Life and Death - The Life-Support Dilemma,” Dr. Kenneth E. Schemmer, M.D., 1988
"Matters of Life and Death," Francis J. Beckwith and Norman L. Geisler, 1991

"Medical Ethics - Principles, Persons, and Problems," John M. Frame, 1988

"The New Medicine,” Nigel M. de S.Cameron, 1991
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Session #19: Euthanasia (Part 1)
(Session Outline)

"Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to those who are in anguish; let them drink
and forget their poverty and remember their misery no more."” (Prov 31:6-7)

1. Introduction

a. Unlike the world, we have an objective standard to turn to for answers (Scripture)
b. Euthanasia: " Act or method of causing death painlessly, so as to end suffering” (categories: active;
passive; voluntary; involuntary)
¢. Prov 31:6-7 Context is a mother's advice to her son the King - don't cloud their minds with alcohol
o Kings must think clearly so their decisions will not be affected and they fulfill their duties
o The poor that are in anguish and suffering, however, cannot change their condition and do
not affect many others. Relieving their pain is showing compassion
o Those in anguish are not euthanised (killed) or drugged into oblivion, but comforted. Their
lives are in the Lord's hands (allows opportunity for reflection not focusing on pain)
d. Examples of suicide in the Bible (pride or remorse, not pain): Judg 9:50-56; 1 Sam 31:1-6; 1 Kg
16:18-19; 2 Sam 17:23; Matt 27:3-5

2. Selected Statistics

a. Netherlands: 82% of public supported active euthanasia (1989). By 1991 official files showed:
o Actions taken/omitted with intent to end patients' lives, with patients permission = 10,615
(direct killing = 2,300; physician assisted = 400; excessive morphine with intent to end
life = 3,159; removal/withholding of life-prolonging treatment to end life = 4,756)
o Actions taken/omitted with intent to end patients’ lives, without patients permission = 14,651
(direct killing = 1,000 (14% complete mental capability, 11% partial mental capability);
excessive morphine with intent to end life = 4,941 (27% complete mental capability); removal/
withholding of life-prolonging treatment to end life = 8,750)
b. Dr. Kevorkian takes credit for 130 deaths, finally convicted of 2nd degree murder 1999 (10--25 years)

3. Secular Reasons Used to Justify - What false assumptions and world views are being used?

a. If the patient's quality of life is poor, they should not be forced to continue to suffer

b. There are limited resources to expend, give to those that will result in the greatest benefit instead of
to terminatly ill patients

c. A person has a fundamental right to die if they so choose, not allowing is cruel

d. Keeping a body "alive” when the person is not present does not make any sense

4. Biblical Principles

a. Murder is condemned - this includes euthanasia and suicide (Ex 20:13)
b. Until a person 1s dead, he is a living being with a life worthy of being protected

o He is made in God's image and deserves to be treated with dignity (Gen 1:27)

o His life is to be protected (Gen 9:4-6)

o His is a proper object of our love, compassion, and comfort (Prov 31:6-7; Matt 10:23)

0 God is the one with the authority to take life, not us. The magistrate takes life only

to punish evil and not capriciously (Rom 13:1-7)

¢. Even the most severe suffering does not make our lives of less value (Rom 8:18; 2 Cor 4:11-18)
d. God's grace is sufficient for us, His power 1s revealed through our weaknesses (2 Cor 12:7-10; Heb 11)
e. Speaking right of God during times of great suffering brings glory to God (Job 42:7)
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{. Suicide has major moral implications

8-

h

o Violation of the sixth commandment (Ex 20:13)
o It destroys part of God's creation intended for His glory and reflecting His image (Gen 1:27)
0 A person rejects moral responsibility to face difficult conditions of existence (Rom 5:3-6)
o It’s a refusal to bear in love with the weaknesses of the one closest to us - ourselves
o The unforeseen consequences and contributions of continued existence are lost (2 Cor 5:1-9)
o It assumes ultimate responsibility for our lives and rejects God's Lordship
Elderly are a special group in Scripture
o Deserving respect (Job 12:12; 15:10; 32:7; Deut 32:7)
o Deserving protection in their weakness (Eccl 12:2-5; 2 Sam 19:35; Psalm 71:9)
We do not have the right to demand another to give up their life (2 Cor 8:3)

i. God's people can accept death because they know where they are going (1 Cor 15:54-57)
j- Cheapening life in any form leads to further abuse later - (James 1:13-15)

5. Dascussion Questions to consider (Homework)

a.

o0 o

"Is there Biblical warrant (or an absolute moral obligation) for a person ro always accept treatinent
that would sustain life artificially?”

. "Since "death” is the last enemy (1 Cor 15:26) should it always be resisted?”

. "What about comatose patients, or those that are in a permanent vegelative state?”

. "How about decisions concerning unbelieving, terminally ill persons that want to die?"

. "How should research money or medical care be spent - how should priorities be determined?” (For

example: cancer verses AIDS research!)

[ "Can a person decide for themselves to refuse "maximal”™ care in order to prevent others from

suffering great burdens and expenses?” (self-sacrificial)

. "Can a person justifiably choose a freatment to minimize suffering rather than one which lengthens

their Life?"

. "Does a severely handicapped person who is a believer have a higher quality of life than a “normal”

unbeliever?”

References:

L
2.
3.
4.

3.

"Matters of Life and Death;" Francis J. Beckwith & Norman L. Geisler; 1991

The New Medicine - Life and Death After Hippocrates;" Nigel M. de S. Cameron; 1991

"Medical Ethics - Principles, Persons, and Problems;" John M. Frame

"Between Life and Death - The Life Support Dilemma;" Dr. Kenneth E. Schemmer, M.D., & Dave
and Neta Jackson; 1988

"Life on the Line -Ethics, Aging, Ending Patients' Lives, and Allocating Vital Resources;" John F.

Kilner; 1992

. Focus on the Family “Citizenlink™ research paper: “Guidelines for Making End-of-Life Decisions”

27 Dec 1999; (www.family.org/cforum/researchl)
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Hippocratic Oath
(Ascribed to Hippocrates; 460-377 B.C.)
The Covenant

I swear by Apollo Physician, by Asclepius, by Hygeia, by Panaceia, and by all the gods and
goddesses, making them witnesses, that I will carry out, according to my ability and judgment,
this oath and this indenture:

Duties to Teacher

To regard my teacher in this art as equal to my parents; to make him partoer in my livelihood, and
when he is in need of money to share mine with him; to consider his offspring equal to my brothers;
to teach them this art, if they require to learn it, without fee or indenture; and to impart precept,
oral instruction, and all the other learning, to my sons, to the sons of my teacher, and to pupils whe
have signed the indenture and sworn obedience to the physician's Law, but to none other.

Duties to Patients

I will use treatment to help the sick according to my ability and judgment, but I will never use it to
injure or wrong them.

I will not give poison to anyone though asked to do so, nor will I suggest such a plan. Similiarly I
will not give a pessary to 2 woman to cause abortion. But in purity and in holiness I will quard my
life and my art.

I will not use the knife either on sufferers from stone, but will give place to such as are craftsmen
therein.

Into whatsoever house I enter, I will do so to help the sick, keeping myself free from all intentional
wrong-doing and harm, especially from fornication with woman or man, bond or free

Whatsoever in the course of practice I see or hear (or even outside my practice in social intercourse)
that ought never to be published abroad, I will not divulge, but consider such things to be holy
secrets.

The Sanction

Now if I keep this oath and break it not, may I enjoy honeur, in my life and art, among men for all
time; but if I transgress and forswear myself, may the oppaosite befall me,
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Session #20: Euthanasia (Part 2)
(Session Outline)

"Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to those who are in anguish; let them drink
and forget their poverty and remember their misery no more.” (Prov 31:6-7;

1. There are great differences between ending life and prolonging death
a. "Ending life" - active or passive euthanasia (withholding essentials for life); Biblically unjustified
b. "Prolonging death” - extraordinary means to prolong life at all costs with no expectation of
improvement; may not be justified Biblically, wisdom needed, comfort provided (Prov 31:6-7)
c. "Allowing to die" - withdrawing of extraordinary measures when no hope of restoring to better health
(not triage or accident victim), if conscience ministry opportunity remains, for unconscious providing
comfort and allowing natural course may be best
2. How would you define the differences between ordinary and extraordinary care?
. 3. Planning ahead is wise, but limited
a. Living wills (legal document stipulating what should be done if incompetent to make decisions in ones
own life and death situations)
0 Advantages
0 Makes known what care is desired or not desired ahead of time
o Written document not subject to memory of someone else
o Can prevent unduly extending the dying process, expenses, emotional trauma
o Disadvantages
o Difficult to define "ordinary" and "extraordinary" care (and changes over time)
o Assessment of "hope of recovery” is imprecise (consciousness, quality of life?)
o May not anticipate actual conditions the patient finds themselves in
o May actually inhibit flexibility of the doctor if too much precision is included
o Patients’ wishes may have actually changed in the given situation once it happened
o Litigation issues may be created requiring court rulings, thus delay in carrying out
o Alternative: Durable power of attorney (legal authority given to a designated proxy); "Values
History™ listing; "Advance Directives”
b. Other considerations
o Talking about our eventual death with family, relatives and/or others we are close to so that our
desires are known and understood
o When medical authority indicates continuation of extraordinary medical treatment cannot’
succeed in preventing death, they may be discomtinued?
o Treatment continues for patient's comfort and normal functioning (Prov 31:6-7)
o Be willing to openly discuss the situation with the Doctor
o0 Do not assume the hospital or its staff has the same respect for life that you do
0 Ask to see the instructions provided to the nurses on duty should a crisis occur
o It’s not right to require someone else to sacrifice their life for others (to minimize the
economic burden on family, quality of life etc.)
o Believing patients should have the fullest possible access to the ministry of the saints (Reading
of the word; prayer together, fellowship, company, council by friends and family)
o Non-believing patients should have the fullest possible access to be ministered to since they are
facing an eternity without Christ (Job 33:19-30)
o Hospital verses home or hospices?
4. Bottom Line Thoughts
a. Society idolizes youth and wants to destroy the weakest amongst us (unborn; elderly; infirm; etc.)
b. We are to value life (no matter what the condition)
¢. If facing life/death situations seek wise counsel, Biblical truths and principles, and pray fervently
d. In all of this - seek what will bring the greatest glory to Christ (Phil 1:9-10)
5. What can we realistically do as a testimony to this society?
a. Resist "Death with Dignity" laws which can cheapen life - write legislators and representatives
b. Write letters to the editor with well thought out arguments
c. Discuss with family and friends, relying upon Biblical principles more, and opinion less
d. Voluateer at hospitals, hospices, nursing homes, etc.
e. Take care of our own affairs as an example to others
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Decision Guiding Matrix

Decision Condition Medical Options Biblical Principles
Maker of Patient Condition Possible that apply (partial listing)
Patient Conscious: Not life threatening Continue life Suicide & voluntary euthanasia
Able to make (extreme pain, reduced condemned (Ex 20:13; Gen 9:4-6)
decisions functioning; ordinary Relieve pain (Prov 31:6-7)
care required) For others benefit (2 Cor 4:11-18)
God's grace sufficient
(2 Cor 12:7-10; Heb 11)
Honor & respect life (Gen 1:27)
Life threatening Continue life | Suicide & voluntary euthanasia
without heroic measures condemned (Ex 20:13; Gen 9:4-6)
(extreme pain, prolonged For others benefit (2 Cor 4:11-18)
extraordinary care Relieve pain (Prov 31:6-7)
required) God's grace sufficient
(2 Cor 12:7-10; Heb 11)
Honor & respect life (Gen 1:27)
Cease extra- Can accept death (1 Cor 15:54-57)
ordinary care | Suicide & voluntary euthanasia
condemned (Ex 20:13; Gen 9:4-6)
Relieve pain (Prov 31:6-7)
Not treat extending life as an idol
(1 Cor 10:13)
Imminent Death (extra- |Cease extra- Can accept death (1 Cor 15:54-57
ordinary measures will  jordinary care | Relieve pain (Prov 31:6-7)
only extend life Not treat extending life as an idol
minimally (1 Cor 10:13)

Suicide & voluntary enthanasia
condemned (Ex 20:13; Gen 9:4-6)
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Decision Guiding Matrix (Con't)

Decision Condition Medical Options Biblical Principles

Maker of Patient Condition Possible that apply (partial listing)

Patient Conscious or Not life threatening Continue life Voluntary & active enthanasia
unconscious: {extreme pain, reduced condemned (Ex 20:13; Gen 9:4-6)
Cannot make |functioning; ordinary Relieve pain (Prov 31:6-7)
own decisions | care required) For others benefit (2 Cor 4:11-18)
(Living will); God's grace sufficient

(2 Cor 12:7-10; Heb 11)
Honor & respect life (Gen 1:27)
Life threatening Continue life Voluntary & active euthanasia
without heroic measures condemned (Ex 20:13; Gen 9:4-6)
(extreme pain, prolonged For others benefit (2 Cor 4:11-18)
extraordinary care Relieve pain (Prov 31:6-7)
required) God's grace sufficient
{2 Cor 12:7-10; Heb 11)
Honor & respect life (Gen 1:27)
Cease extra- Can accept death
ordinary care (1 Cor 15:54-57)
Voluntary & active enthanasia
condemned (Ex 20:13; Gen 9:4-6)
Relieve pain (Prov 31:6-7)
Not treat extending life as an idol
(1 Cor 10:13)
Imminent Death (extra- [Cease extra- Can accept death
ordinary measures will  jordinary care (1 Cor 15:54-57)
only extend life Relieve pain (Prov 31:6-7)
minimally Not treat extending life as an idol
(1 Cor 10:13)
Voluntary & active euthanasia
condemned (Ex 20:13; Gen 9:4-6)
INon-responsive |Brain dead; brain stem  [Respect wishes {Respect patients decisions
at all (Living only active part of brain; [specified in (Job 12:12; 15:10; 32:7; Deun 32:7
fwill) ordinary care provided  [Living will
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Decision Guiding Matrix (Con't)

at all - no
Living will

only active part of brain;
ordinary care provided

Pecision Condition Medical Options Biblical Principles
Maker of Patient Condition Possible that apply (partial listing)
Care-giver Unconscious, |Not life threatening Continue life | See above for patient
OF conscious (extreme pain, reduced able to make decisions
but unable to functioning, ordinary Cannot require others to
make decisions, |care required) give up life (2 Cor 8:3)
no living will
Life threatening Continue life See above for patient
without heroic measures able to make decisions
(extreme pain, prolonged Cannot require others to
extraordinary care give up life (2 Cor 8:3)
required)
Cease extra- (@)
ordinary care?
Imminent Death (extra- {Cease extra- Can accept death
ordinary measures will  lordinary care (1 Cor 15:54-57)
only extend life Relieve pain (Prov 31:6-7)
minimally Not treat extending life as an idol
(1 Cor 10:13)
Voluntary & active euthanasia
condemned (Ex 20:13; Gen 9:4-6)
Non-responsive |[Brain dead; brain stem  |Continune life Honor and respect life (Gen 1:27)

Not treat extending life as an idol
(1 Cor 10:13)

Remove ordinary care with great
caution (?)
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Session #21: Taxes
(Session Outline)

" This is also why you pay taxes (tribute), for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to
governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes (tribute), pay taxes (tribute); if revenue
(custom), then revenue (custom); if respect (fear), then respect (fear); if honor, then honor." (Rom 13:6-7)

1. Introduction: Two things are certain in this life! What are they?
2. Biblical Principles and Examples occur throughout the Bible
o Examples of different types of taxes: Ezra 4:17-20; 2 Kings 23:31-35; Mark 12:13-17; Matt 17:25;
Rom 13:6; Acts 5:37
o Tithes and freewill offerings in the O.T. (not taxes, but commands of God for the good of His people)
o National theocracy support (Lev 27:30-33; Num 18:21-29) - 10%
o National cultural support (Deut 12:10-11,17-18) - 10%
o National welfare support (Deut 14:28-29) - 3&1/2%
o Other means of giving for the good of the nation Israel (Lev 19:9-10; Ex 23:10-11; Ex 25:1-2)
o Israel demands a king contrary to God; necessitates taxes to support (Deut 17:14-17; 1 Sam 8:1-22)
o Pagan nations tax to prepare for an uncertain future (Gen 41:15-40)
o0 Even pagan nations believed the sacred should not be taxed (Gen 47:23-26; Ezra 7:21-26)
o Temple tax: Jesus demonstrated voluntary nature of giving for the Lord's work even when unrighteous
tax demand supposedly made in God's name (Matt 17:24-27)
o0 Tribute to Caesar: Jesus affirmed Caesar’s right to tax, but worship and sovereignty belongs to God
alone Mk 12:13-17)
3. Principles to Guide Secular Governments
' o Nations face judgment in this life, while people face ultimate judgment in the next life
o Nations ignore God's righteous laws and purposes in govermment at their own peril (Hab 1:5-11; 3:16)
o Role of government (Rom 13:3-4; 1 Tim 2:1-2)
o Government not to be covetous (Ex 20:17) or steal (Ex 20:15) by demanding more than needed
o Government should not take the firstfruits (with bolding tax?) - they belong to God alone
o Government shouldn't deceive (hidden taxes)(Lev 19:11; 2 Tim 3:12-13; Psalm 49:5-6; Prov 26:24-26)
o Government should encourage familics not destroy them. (property tax, marriage penalty tax)
0 Government should punish evil, not tax sin (Deu 23:18)
o Government should encourage worship and godly activities, not tax God's work (1 Tim 2:1-2)
4. Modern Taxation in the U.S. (see Handout for additional details)
o Tax freedom day 31 Jan in 1902, but this year it is 3 May (total taxes from all sources)
o Per Capita tax (all sources) in 1998 was $9,881
o Federal entitlement % of budget in 1969 was 30%; in 1999 it was 74% (non-discretionary)
0 Courts uphold IRS laws and punish tax avoiders consistently (whether religious or moral grounds)
5. What Can We Do?
o Pray for our leaders (1 Tim 2:1-2)
o Research tax issues; vote Biblically; tell representatives what our views are; work within our legal rights
o Pay our taxes (not one penny more or less) in obedience to God and in submission to the authority
placed over us; if we disagree, then take legal action after paying
o Consider running for office to bring Biblical principles back into the process
o Stay informed on current events and tax legislation
6. Discussion Questions:
o "Should churches pay taxes?"
o "Is tax resistance ever Biblical?"
o "Am I sinning if I pay taxes that are used for ungodly purposes?”
7. Web sites & references for additional information:
o "www.ntu.org" (National Taxpayers Union)
o "www.taxfoundation.org” (Tax Foundation)
o "www.irs.ustreas.gov" (IRS)
o "The Christian & Government - Rom 13:1-7" John MacArthur, 1986
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Some Basic Tax Statistics

"'"Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?’ 'Caesar’s,’ they replied. Then
Jesus said to them 'Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's'" (Mark 12:17)

o Tax Freedom Day 2000: 3 May (124 days of the year goes to taxes (all sources))(notes (1)&(3))

o Breakout until Tax Freedom Day (based upon 131 days)

Tax Type Federal State & Local
Individual Income 40 days 9 days
Social Income 33 4

Sales & Excise 4 13
Property 0 11
Corporate Income 10 2

Other Business 0 2

Ail Other 2 1

o Tax Freedom Days Historically (note (1))

2000 =May 3 (worst states (May 18); best states (23 April))

1990 = Apr 22 '

1980 = Apr 21 (1984: 75-80% of adult population paid Federal Income Tax)

1970 = Apr 19

1960 = Apr 11 (1960: 67%) [Constitutional Amendment 16: "The Congress shall have the
1950 =Mar 31 (1950:57%) power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source
1940 =Mar 5 (1940:24%) derived, without apportionment among the several States, and
1922 =Feb 17 (1920: 12%) without regard 10 any census or enumeration”

1913 =Jan 30 (Ratified Feb 3, 1913)]

1902 =Jan 31

o General Tax Statistics (notes (1),(2))

o Total tax collected in the U.S. (all sources) in 1998 was $2.667 Trillion (67.7% to Federal government)

o The avg. family pays more in taxes than on food, clothing, shelter and transportation combined

o The avg. household pays $9,445 in Federal income taxes (twice what it paid in 1985)

o U.S. Income Tax System contains over 2,000 pages of IRS Code; 12,000 pages of regulations; 200,000
pages of court rulings (1914 tax code contained 14 pages)

o The avg, tax rate for the 437,036 individual returns filed in 1916 was 2.75%

o Total taxes from all levels of government stands at 32% of the national income

o Avg. State and Local taxes on:  Richest families = 7.9%
(effect of sales taxes)(note (5)) Middle income families = 9.8%
Poorest families = 12.5%
o Per Capita (all residents}(1998): Income = $27.876
Total Taxes = $9,881 (35.4%)
Federal Taxes = $6,690 (24.9%)
State/Local Taxes = $3,191 (11.4%)

o Total Per Capita taxes (1900-1917 avg.) in 1998 dollars was $366 ( $247 was for'StaIe & Local taxes)
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o Historical Shift in Tax Usage (1969 vs. 1999)(note (1))

1969 1999
National Defense 45% 15.5%
Net Interest 7% 14%
Income Security 7% 14.5%
Education, Training, etc. 4% 3.5%
Veterans Benefits/Services 4% 2.5%
Transportation 3.5% 2.5%
Social Security 7% 23%
Health & Medical 6% 20%
Agriculture 3% -
General Science, Space & Tech. 3% -
Other 10% 5%
Total Discretionary 0% 26%
Entitlements, Net Interest Payments 30% 74%

0 1999 Eight Hour Work Day Distribution (hr:min)(note (1):

Federal taxes =1:57 Housing & home =1:16 Recreation =024
State & Local taxes =0:54 Health & Medical Care =0:50 Savings =022
Food =0:41 Clothing =0:18
Transportation =0:33 All Other =0:45

o Tax ""Schemes" Reported by the IRS used to justify not paying Income Tax (see note (4) for others)

Note:

o Constitutional Basis (violation of Constitutional rights, unconstitutionality of Income Tax laws)

o Fair Market Value (taxpayer reduces significantly gross income to compensate for declining value of $)
o Gold/Silver Standard (claim that only gold or silver backed currency can be taxed)

o Blank Form 1040/1040EZ (only name and address and W-2 attached; Constitutional basis claimed)

o Non-Payment Protest (based upon some protest statement attached to the retum)

o Alleged Churches (claims income from non-religious sources is non-taxable; "vow of property”)

o Failure to File (non-filer or previously filed and stopped, many from protester beliefs)

o Altered Jurat (form altered to reflect it was not signed under penaities of perjury)

o War Tax Deduction (claims an objection to having taxes used to support defense related expenditures)
o Factor Discount (claims lifetime personal service contract, selling services for low fee, large gift back)
o Wages not Income (claims wages are equal exchange of property for services and not taxable)

o Note: Supreme Court held that a taxpayer could not refuse to file a return because of a 5th Amendment
privilege (1927). Numerous Federal Courts held there's no Constitutional right to refuse to pay income
taxes on religious/moral grounds, or because fimds are used in a manner the taxpayer
opposes. Law says income is taxable from whatever source derived (currency, goods, services),
therefore Federal Reserve notes are subject to tax (even though no longer on the gold or silver standard)

(1) Tax Foundation; "www.taxfoundation.org”

(2) National Taxpayers Union; "“www.ntu.org”

(3) Defined as Per capita federal, state, and local taxes/Per capita income, times 365 days
(4) IRS web site; "www.irs.ustreas.gov"”

(5) Citizens for Tax Justice; "www.ctj.org”
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Session #22: Capital Punishment
(Session Outline)

"Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for
those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one
in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good.
But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant,
an angel of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer" (Rom 13:2-4)

1. Introduction

o Preliminary precautions - be careful! (Rom 12:17-21; Heb 2:2; Rom 14)
o Sincere believers have, and still do differ on this issue ("eye for an eye” vice compassion and mercy)
o There are four general types of punishment in this country and five types of execution (See Handout)

2. Comumon reasons used to justify Capital Punishment involve effects as well as retribution:

o Deterrence of others from committing murder

o Rehabilitation of other potential murderers

o Protection of society from known murderers

o Retribution (basis of requirement for Christ's death for us!)

3. Challenges to the Death Penalty use statistical, moral, logical and legal challenges (e.g. 3%, 8" and 14®
Amendments to the Constitution)

4. What are the Biblica! principles involved?

o Creation ordinances and early commands of God
o First: man is uniquely created in God’s image - He is the giver, protector and taker of life
{(Gen 1:27; 5:1; 1 Cor 11:7; Psaim 139:14; Deut 30:19-20; Ex 20:13; Gen 6:9; Num 35:6-34;
Rom 3:23)
0 Man is to deal with man in a way different from animals - murder uniquely defiles (2 Cor
8:9; Gen 4:10; Num 35:33-34; Lev 18:1-25)
o The first murder (Gen 4:1-16) demonstrated God’s mercy, and laid the stage for righteous
punishment for murder (Gen 9:6). Question: Why wasn’t Cain executed?
o The first warning against murder established the need for government & order (Gen 9:7)
o Mosaic law provides general principles that apply to us today
o Man’s life is specifically protected (Ex 20:13; Gen 6:9)
o0 Mosaic law codified conditions under which capital punishment was allowed (see Handout)
0 Although Mosaic law was not given to other nations (Psalm 147:19-20), it was a beacon
that influenced civil and moral conditions (Deut 4:5-8; Psalm 96:1-13; 119:98)
o Selected principles established include: proportionality; swift justice; fairness; witnesses;
due process; cities of refuge; ete.
o The New Testament provides additional insights into capital punishment
o Matt 5:21-22: Jesus did not abolish capital punishment but elevated the seriousness of sin
o Jobn 8:1-11: Upholds the standard with which to judge the crime, not abolish the punishment
o Matt 26:52: Affirms just punishment for unjustly taking life
o The church is to follow the example of Christ (Matt 5:43-45; 22:39; Lev 19:18; Rom 12:2;
19-21; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:22-23; Matt 5:38-42), we are not to avenge or seek physical violence
0 God uses human agents (government) to execute evil doers (Rom 13:4), the church does
not wield the sword (1 Cor 5:1-5; Matt 18:15-17; Titus 3:9-10)
o Christians live under the new covenant not under law. However, law serves to teach what
sin is, and to lead to Christ (Rom 7:6; Gal 3:24)
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5. Bottom Lines

0 Man is made in God’s image, and carries a dignity that is not to be lightly regarded

o Statistics and human reasoning are not the foundation to determine whether the death penalty is valid
or not - God’s word is the standard

o0 God’s word allows the taking of life by the state when necessary to fulfill its role of punishing the
evil doer and maintaining peace - this is no longer part of the churches role (follow Christ’s exampie)

o The greater the Christian influence in society, the more important it is to balance compassion and
just punishment (reflect God’s mercy and protect His righteous standard)

6. What Should or Could a Christian do?

o Support the creation and enforcement of just laws - proportional to the crime
o Remember that sincere believers can, and will disagree about the death penalty (Rom 14)
o Forgive those who sin against us, but allow the state to avenge the wrong done (Rom 13:1-7)
o Be careful of our attitude towards those facing execution - Jesus paid the ultimate price and died for
His people, did we do anything less in requiring such an infinite price to be paid?
o Consider a prison ministry (Matt 25:1-46)
o Beware of the issues our society is facing in this area (DNA; plea bargaining; unequal treatment, etc.)
o Use discussions as opportunities to bring moral principles io bear and to raise eternal issues
o Whether justice in this life or not, there will be in the next life
o The effects of sin now (punishment) is a foretaste of the eternal punishment that awaits
o Discuss the questions handout as a family

7. References

1. "The Death Penalty Debate,” H. Wayne House & John Howard Yoder; 1991

2. "Justice and Mercy - A Christian Solution to America’s Correctional Crisis.” Donald Smarto; 1987

3. "Biblical Principles - Concerning Issues of Importance to Godly Christians,” Plymouth Rock
Foundation; 1984

4. “When Critics Ask” Norman Geisler & Thomas Howe; 1997 (1992}

5. “Uniform Crime Reports, 1980-1989" as cited in “The Case Against the Death Penalty” by Hugo
Adam Bedan in Ethics Updates (http://ethics.acusd.edu)

6. “N.Y. State Defenders Assn., Capital Losses” (1982)
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Capital Punishment (Death Penalty)
(Some selected Statistics & Information)

Worldwide Status as of 18 December, 1999 (ref (1)); Number of nations that have:

o Abolished capital punishment for all crimes: 70
o Abolished capital punishment for ordinary crimes only: 13
o De facto abolished capital punishment (death penalty remains, but no executions for 10 years): 23
o Performed capital punishment during the last 10 years 90
Prisoners under sentence of Death in the United States as of 1 Sept, 1999 (ref (2)) by race
and ethnicity:
o Total 3,625 o Selected States with highest totals
o White 1,686 (46%) o California 551
o Black 1,544 (43%) o Texas 458
o Hispanic 311 (9%) o Florida 393
o Native American 46 (1%) o Pennsylvania 223
o Asian 31 (1%) o North Carolina 221
o Unknown 7 : o Ohio 196

o Reality check: in 1997 there were over 18,000 murders in the United States; for the years
1976-1998 there were an estimated 481,500 homicides in the U.S. (ref (4))
Executions During 1999 totaled 98, in 1997 they totaled 74; with 92% by lethal injection;

the avg. time under sentence of death was 11 years 1 month; executions per state in 1997:

o Texas 37 Arizona 2 Flonda 1 Maryland 1
o Virginia 9 Iilinois 2 Indiana 1 Nebraska 1
0 Missouri 6 South Carolina 2 Kentucky 1 Oklahom: 1
o Arkansas 4 Colorado 1 Louisiana 1 Oregon - 1

o Alabama 3
Jurisdictions without a death penalty as of 1997 (ref (3)):

o Alaska D.C. Hawaii Iowa

o0 Maine Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota

o North Dakota Rhode Island Vermont West Virginia
o Wisconsin

General statistics as of 1997 (ref (3)):

o At the end of 1997 there were 3,335 prisoners under sentence of death (44 were women)

o The average age at time of arrest was 28 with 2% of inmates age 17 or younger

o At year end, the youngest inmate was 18, the oldest 82

o Of the 5,796 people under sentence of death between 1977 and 1997, 7.5% were executed, 2.7% died
by causes other than execution, and 32.2% received other dispositions

o From 1930 through 1997 there were 4,291 persons executed in the United States (441 in Texas alone),
and an additional 160 executions were carried out by military authorities

0 1930-1939 1667
o 1940-1949 1284
0 1950-1959 717
0 1960-1969 191
o 1970-1979 3
0 1980-1989 117
o 1990-1997 311
Federal laws providing for the death penalty as of 1997 (ref (3)):

o Murder related to: smuggling of aliens; destruction of aircraft, motor vehicles, or related facilities
resulting in death; bank robbery or kidnaping; car-jacking; rape or child molestation; sexual
exploitation of children; a continuing criminal enterprise or related murder of a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement officer
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o Murder committed: during a drug-related drive-by shooting; at an airport serving international civil
aviation; in a Federal Gov. facility; during a kidnaping; against a Federal Judge or law enforcement
official, a foreign official, a Federal prisoner, a U.S. national in a foreign country; by the use of a
firearm during a crime of violence or a drug trafficking crime; during an offense against a maritime
fixed platform or maritime navigation

o Espionage; genocide; civil rights offenses resulting in death; treason; murder for hire; willful wrecking
of a train resulting in death; terrorist murder of a U.S. national in another country; death resulting from
aircraft hijacking; retaliatory murder of a member of the immediate family of law enforcement officials

o Murder: during a hostage taking; of a court officer or juror; with the intent of preventing testimony by a
witness, victim or informant; involved in a racketeering offense; involving torture; by an escaped
Federal prisoner already sentenced to life imprisonment; of a State or local law enforcement official or
other person aiding in a Federal investigation; of a State correctional officer; of 2 member of Congress,
an important executive official, or a Supreme Court Justice

o Murder by the use of a weapon of mass destruction; mailing of injurious articles with intent to kill or
resulting in death; retaliatory murder of a withess, victim or informant

o Assassination or kidnaping resulting in the death of the President or Vice President

o Death resulting from offenses involving transportation of explosives, destruction of government
property, or destruction of property related to foreign or interstate commerce

State laws providing for the death penalty as of 1997 (ref (3))

o Generally, some portion or combination of: first degree murder with aggravating factors; treason; train
wrecking; perjury causing execution; capital drug-trafficking; hijacking; kidnaping with bodily injury
or ransom where the victim dies; aggravated rape of victim under age 12; aircraft piracy; capital sexual
assault; contract murder; aggravated assault by a prisoner serving a life sentence if serious bodily injury
is intentionally caused; solicitation by command or threat in furtherance of a narcotics conspiracy

Methods of Execution (16 States authorize several different methods) at end of 1997:

o Lethal Injection (32 States; & Federal crimes (or the method of the State in which conviction occurred))

o Electrocution (11 States)

o Lethal Gas {6 States)

o Hanging (3 States)from 1977-1997 Delaware (1) and Washington (2))

oFiring Squad (3 States)from 1977-1997 Utah (2))

Age of Eligibility for the death penalty at the end of 1997 (ref (3)):
o0 14 States and the Federal system require a minimum age of 18
©0 16 States indicated a minimum age of eligibility between 14 and 17
Demographics for prisoners (3,335) under sentence of death at end of 1997 (ref (3)):

o Male: 98.7% White: 56.3% 8% grade or less: 14.2%  Married: 24.5%
oFemale: 1.3% Black:422%  9*- 11" grade: 37.6%  Div/Separated: 21.3%
Other: 1.6%  H. S. grad/GED: 38.0%  Widowed: 2.6%

Some college:  10.1%  Never married: 51.5%
0 65% had past felony convictions with 9% with at least one previous homicide conviction
Race on Race statistics as of 1997 for instances involving one offender and one victim:
0 94% of black murder victims were murdered by black offenders
0 85% of white murder victims were murdered by white offenders

References:
1. Amnesty international (“www.amnesty.org” for a complete listing)
2. “Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics” (found on “www.albany.edu/sourcebook’)
3. U.S. Department of Justice; Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics
(“www.ojp.usdoj/bjs/pubalp2.htm#Captial Punishment™)
4. FBI estimates are reported by the Bureau of Justice
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Death Penalty Under the Mosaic Law
(Selected examples and verses)

0 Murder: "Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death” (Ex 21:12; also Lev 24:17; 21;
Num 35:16-21, 30-31; Deut 19:11-13)

0 Premeditated murder: "But if a man schemes and kills another man deliberately, take him away from my altar
and put him to death" (Ex 21:14)

o Killing a slave: "If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave dies as a direct result, he must
be punished” (Ex 21:18)

o Causing a miscarriage and the baby dies: “If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth
prematurely...if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise” (Ex 21:22-25)

o Unjustified killing of a thief: "If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that he dies, the defender is not
guilty of bloodshed; but if it happens after sunrise, he is guilty of bloodshed” (Ex 22:2)

o Keeping a dangerous ox: "If, however, the bull has had the habit of goring and the owner has been warned but
has not kept it penned up and it kills a man or woman, the bull must be stoned and the owner also must be
put to death. However, if payment is demanded of him, he many redeem his life by paying whatever is
demanded” (Ex 21:29)

o False witness in a capital case: "The judges must make a thorough investigation, and if the witness proves to
be a liar, giving false testimony against his brother, then do to him as he intended to do to his brother.”
(Deut 19:18-19) (example in Num 13:32,29-33)

o Kidnaping: "Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is
caught must be put to death" (Ex 21:16; also Deut 24:7)

o Blasphemy: "...anyone who blasphemes the name of the Lord must be put to death” (Lev 24:16)

o Idolatry: "Whoever sacrifices to any god other than the Lord must be destroyed” (Ex 22:20; also Ex 20:4;

Deut 17:2-7)

o Sacrificing to a pagan god: "Whoever sacrifices to any god other than the Lord must be destroyed” (Ex 22:20;
Lev 20:1-5)

o Sorcery: "Do not allow a sorceress to live” (Ex 22:18; also Lev 20:6, 27)

o False prophecy: "But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to say,
or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death” (Deut 13:1-15; 18:20)

o Showing contempt for a judge or priest: "The man who shows contempt for the judge or for the priest who
stands ministering there to the Lord your God must be put to death” (Deut 17:12)

o Striking one's father or mother: " Anyone who attacks his father or mother must be put to death” (Ex 21:15)

o Incorrigible son: "This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a profligate and a
drunkard.’ Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death” (Deut 21:20-21)

o Cursing one's father or mother: "Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death” (Ex 21:17;
also Lev 20:9)

o Taking advantage of a widow or orphan: "Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan. If you do and they
cry out to me, I will certainly hear their cry. My anger will be aroused, and I will kill you with the sword;
your wives will become widows and your children fatherless” (Ex 22:22-24)

o Unlawful sexual relations: Sexual relations (including adultery and incest) that result in being cut off from

God's people and put to death (Lev 18:1-29; 20:10-18; Deut 22:22)

o Prostitution by a priest's daughter: "If a priest's daughter defiles herself by becoming a prostitute, she disgraces
her father; she must be burned in the fire" (Lev 21:9; Deut 22:13-21)

0 Rape: "But if out in the country a man happens to meet a girl pledged to be married and rapes her, only the man
who has done this shall die” (Deut 22:25)

o Homosexuality: '1f a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable.
They must be put to death” (Lev 20:13)

o Sex with an animal: "Anyone who has sexual relations with an animal must be put to death” (Ex 22:19;

Lev 20:15-16)

o Sex during menstruation: "If a man lies with a woman during her monthly period and has sexual relations with

her, he has exposed the source of her flow, and she has also uncovered it. Both of them must be cut off
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from their people” (Lev 20:18)

o A wife falsely claiming to be a virgin: "If, however, the charge is ttue and no proof of the girl's virginity can be
found, she shall be brought to the door of her father's house and there the men of her town shail stone her
to death” (Deut 22:20-21)

o Priests drinking when serving of the Tent of Meeting: ™Y ou and your sons are not to drink wine or other
fermented drink whenever you go into the Tent of Meeting, or you will die” (Lev 10:9)

o Anyone other than priests going near the tabernacle: "Whenever the tabernacle is to move, the Levites are to
take it down, and whenever the tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall do it. Anyone else who goes
near it shall be put to death” (Num 1:51; 3:10,38; 4:15; 18:7)

o Breaking the Sabbath: "...but the seventh day shall be your holy day, a Sabbath of rest to the Lord. Whoever
does any work on it must be put to death” (Ex 35:2; also Ex 31:14; Num 15:32-36)

o Eating the blood of an animal: "And wherever you live, you must not eat the blood of any bird or animal. If
anyone eats blood, that person must be cut off from his people" (Lev 7:26)

o Summary of offenses deserving the death penalty:
o Sorcery, witchcraft, worshiping false gods (1st and 2nd commandments)
o Showing contempt for a judge or priest acting in the place of God (3rd commandment)
o Dishonoring the holy things of God (3rd commandment)
o Blasphemy (3rd commandment)
o Performing work on the Sabbath (4th commandment)
o Cursing a father or mother (Sth commandment)
o Rebellious son (5th commandment)
o Premeditated murder (6th commandment)
o Negligent care of an animal resulting in a death (6th commandment)
o Sexual relations with an animal (7th commandment)
o Variety of ungodly sexual relations (7th commandment)
o Taking advantage of a widow or orphan (8th commandment)
o Kidnaping (8th commandment)
o False testimony concerning murder (9th commandment)
o Eating blood (dishonoring the redemptive nature of blood)
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Homework: Discussion Questions concerning
Capital Punishment
"Is capital punishment cruel and unusual punishment in and of itself?"”
"Are not the takers of life (executioners) just as bad as the criminal himself?"

“Should a man’s life be taken when there are not two witnesses?” “What constitutes a
witness?”

“Should a Christian ever sit on a jury to determine the fate of one accused of murder? What
about the punishment deserved - since we are not witnesses or directly involved?”

“What is a Christian’s proper response to one who murders a close loved one?”
"What about the murderer that is severely mentally incompetent or ill?"

“Is temporary insanity a justified defense in a murder trial?”

“Should race ever be a consideration in considering the death penalty?”

“Is it cruel and unusual punishment to keep a prisoner on death row for 10-15 years while
appeals are pursued - with the outcome that the prisoner is executed?”

"What about the murderer that was not in control of themselves and on drugs or alcohol?"
"What about someone who murders while purposefully drugged by someone else?"

"How can you be absolutely sure you are not executing an innocent man?"

“What about one who murders in a fit of rage or emotion? "

"At what age should a murderer be tried as an adult and face the death penalty? 18?7 16?7 127
8? ”

"If we apply the Bible to justify capital punishment, why not apply it to the other crimes
deserving death?"” (How consistent should we be?)

“Can a Christian, in clear conscience, participate in an execution? ”
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Session #23: Gambling - Some Biblical Principles
(Session Outline)

"A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not
go unpunished” (Prov 28:20)

1. Biblical Principles that apply
a. Is God sovereign in all things, including meeting our needs? (Matt 6: 25-34; 10:29-30; Heb 1:33;
Prov 3:5-6; 16:4,.33)
b. How has God ordained that man should provide for his family? (Gen 3:17-18; 23-24; Prov 13:11;
2 Thess 3:11-12; 1 Tim 35:8; Col 3:17-18; 23-24)
¢. Does God condemn "risk” taking, or encourage it in productive ways? (Matt 6:19-21; 25:14-30)
o All of life entails some form of risk to us (we are not omniscient)
o Parable of the talents shows knowledgeable investment is approved (higher risk than a bank)
o Indiscriminate investment is similar to gambling; wise, studied investment still has risk
but generally produces goods & services - gambling produces little of lasting value
d. What are some of the fundamental issnes that can be involved?
o Greed (1 Tim 6:10; Luke 12:15) and bondage to money (addiction) (Matt 6:24)
o Idolatry (Matt 6:24)
o Chasing after fantasies (Prov 12:11; 17:24; 28:19)
o Lack of patience (Prov 13:11; 21:5; 28:19; Matt 6:33-34)
o Slothfulness (Prov 13:4; 2 Thess 3:10)
o Poor stewardship (1 Peter 4:10)
o Lack of contentment (1 Tim. 6:6)
o Are our riches here or in heaven? (Matt 6:19-21)
o Who or what are we really trusting in? (Prov 3:5-6)
2. What if I gamble just for the entertainment?
a. We are called to lead exemplary lives (1 Peter 2:11-12)
b. We are not to mimic the futile pursuits of the ungodly (3 John 11)
¢. Are we telling the world that our God does not provide for us? (Matt 6:25-34)
d. What about the example being set for our children? (Prov 22:6; Col 1:28)
e. Exercising our "freedom” can destroy our brother (1 Cor 8; Rom 14)
f. If we don't set a higher standard for the world, who will?
g. Would we be thrilled or ashamed if Jesus returned while we pulled the slot machine handie?
h. Can we truly say we are gambling for God's glory? (1 Cor 10:31)
i. Is gambling, no matter how benign, sin? (What would wisdom dictate? What is the true motivation
of our heart? What is the resulting fruit?)
J. We have freedom to gamble as long as we’re not in bondage to it (1 Cor 6:12; 10:23-24; Gal 5:13) and
our actions are not a stumbling block to others (Rom 14); however, by gambling we:
o Validate legalized gambling which is destructive to people and families (Eph 3:11)
0 Encourage even more extensive availability (3 John 11)
0 Are not good stewards of God's resources (what are our true motives?)
o Expose ourselves to an environment & lifestyle often ungodly (Psalm 1:1-3; 3 John 11)
o0 Set a poor example for others that are weaker (Rom 14)
o Gain something for nothing, thus breeding ingratitude (Prov 20:21)
o Participate in something that is fundamentally exploitive in nature, since for someone to "win"
someone else must have "lost" (Ex 20:15)
o Open ourselves up to greater temptation (James 1:13-15)
3. How does casting lots in the Bible differ from gambling? (Lev 16:8; Num 26:55; Joshua 18:10; Prov 18:18;
Jonah 1:7; Acts 1:24-26; Matt 27:35; Psalm 22:18)
a. Means given by God to render a decision if needed, not a means to financijal gain
b. Some decisions are too important for man to make, God must make them
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4. Is promoting gambling a proper role of government? (Benefitting from evil?)(Rom 13:1-6)
a. Government is to punish the evil doer, and not promote actions and behaviors that result in the growth
of evil and the destruction of families
b. Government is to commend the good, restraint from gambling is beneficial for all
¢. Government is not to benefit from evil behavior (taxing & sponsoring gambling for revenue)
d. Government is not to legitimize evil behavior by participating and encouraging its spread
5. We are to set an example and demand strict accountability of government to discourage behavior destructive to
" society (salt and light)
a. In our own personal lives:
o Study the Biblical principles involved
o Work hard, show restraint, do not trust in gambling to bring about riches, set a godly example
o Prayerfully consider what the real motivation is to gamble (entertainment?)
o Consider what we are supporting by being involved at all
o Consider the example we are setting to others
0 Do not place ourselves at greater risk of temptation
b. In our home:
o Teach proper Biblical principles about trust in God, diligent work, personal initiative
o Set an example for our children by our own actions
o Be sensitive to examples set in our homes that may lead to greater involvement in gambling
0 Make wise investruents after careful investigation; be prudent with our time and resources
(insurance policies help in being a good steward of resources, not a means to get rich)
c. In the chuarch:
o Help those that may be in bondage to gambling to realize it is idolatry
o0 Be aware of the Biblical principles involved, as well as statistics
o Differentiate between sin and ignorance relative to the issues involved
0 Be sensitive to the weaknesses of our brothers and sisters
o Be wise in providing help - what is the real source of their financial difficulties (Deacons)
d. In our State:
0 Be aware of the common reasons little opposition exists against gambling:
o Apathy of most people and lack of awareness of problems associated with gambling
o Legal ambiguity and complexity involved discourage any in-depth investigation
o Limited funding available to combat it
o Poor understanding of the proper role of government
o Don’t support legalization of gambling in any form (not a proper function of government)
o Demand scientific information and statistical data to prove gambling is beneficial to society
should any gambling be endorsed by the state
o Encourage strong fiscal accountability for funds the state is collecting from gambling
o Work to remove legal sanctions (and impose stiffer control) of legalized gambling through
letters to representatives, letters to editors, petitions, talking to neighbors, passing data along
4. Bottom Lines:
a. Gambling is pervasive in our society, it begins in early life, and is encouraged in many venues
b. It is not the purpose of governiment to entice, promote and benefit from gambling
¢. Gambling per se is not evil, but the environment, our heart, and our desires can easily be sinful
d. We have the freedom to gamble, but (like drinking) it can be unwise, a poor example to others, and
contributes to the moral malaise and destruction of our society
e. We're to set a godly standard & example for our families and the world by our actions and with truth

f Jer 17:11 “Like a partridge that hatches eggs it did not lay is the man who gains riches by
unjust means. When his life is half gone, they will desert him, and in the end he will prove
to be a fool.”

References:
o “Gambling and the Lottery” Tony Evans; 1995
o “Family News From Dr. James Dobson” April and July 1999 newsletter
o0 “National Gambling Impact Study Commission Report” 18 June, 1999
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Gambling - Background Information

"By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from
thistles? Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good free
cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit." (Matt 7:16-18)

1. Some history (note 1)

a. Gambling recorded from ancient Chinese days (circa 2300 B.C))

b. "Knucklebones" (six-sided bones) were used in India before 1000 B.C.

c. Crooked dice have been found buried with Pharaohs and loaded dice in Pompeii

d. Cards appeared in Asia in late first century and in Europe in 14th century (Italy and France)

e. England enacted laws against gambling in 1500's and 1600's

f. Colonies frowned vpon gambling ("dishonor t0 God"), however lotteries were common in all 13 at one
time or another .

g. Revolutionary War - lotteries funded troop supplies, by 1832 more than 400 lotteries drew $66M of bets

h. By 1894 all lotteries illegal in States; Nevada legalized gambling in 1931; NH began lottery in 1964

i. Native American tribes began operating casinos in 1988

2. Some statistics

a. More money is gambled (wagered legally) than spent on groceries each year (>$600B)(ote 2)

b. More money is spent on gambling in Mississippi than all retail sales combined (note 3)

¢. From 2%-6% of the adult population has a serious gambling problem (note 4); 5%-8% of adolescents
are addicted to gambling (note 5) _

d. Lotteries and casinos bring in roughly the same amount of revenue (payout rates 50% and >90% resp.)

e. 48 States have legalized some form of gambling (n7ote 6)

f. 25 years ago, 95% of gamblers were men, by 1995, 55% are now women (note )

g. Per capita Lottery losses in states with Lotteries was $35 (1973) and $150 (1997)

h. Tribal gambling (revenue?) grew from $212 M (1988) to $6.7 B (1997)

1. In 1988 there were about 70 Indian Casinos/Bingo Halls (16 states), by 1998 over 260 facilities

j- There are over 700 chapters of Gamblers Anonymous (GA) today

3. What about the well publicized benefits?

a. Is it a "painless" tax? For every dollar the state receives, the taxpayer must put up at least three
dollars {(infrastructure, regulatory cost, criminal justice system, social-welfare cost)(rote 7)

b. Will it increase employment? Jobs tend to be low-paid without transferable skills; in Tllinois ('90-'93)
one job was lost for each one gained (rote 8)

c. Will it bring more business into the state? 55 Counties that allowed casinos showed same economic
expansion as rest of the nation (4%)(#ote 9)

4. Some Net Effects

a. Crime rates in towns with casinos are twice the national average (nofe 9)

b. Gambling preys on those that can least afford it (escapism) - it is in effect a regressive tax (nore 10)

c. Rate of illegal gamnbling in states with some form of legal gambling is three times higher than states
without gambling (note 10)

d. When gambling is legalized, communities suffer from 100% to 550% increases in the number of
addicted gamblers (note 11)
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Notes:

e. Gambling revenues tend to replace other sources of revenue for schools (no net benefit, in many cases
there is a reduction in overall spending on education)(note 12)

f. The suicide rate of spouses of "compulsive” gamblers is 150 times the national average (nofe /3)

g. As much as 40% of white-collar crime is caused by compulsive gamblers (note 1)

h. The compuisive gambler costs society an average of $53,000 each in lost wages, theft, related substance
abuse costs, and legal and health counseling (note 74)

1. Local businesses and families suffer since money goes to gambling instead

1. Rex M. Rogers, "Seducing America - Is Gambling a Good Bet?" 1997

2. U.S. Bureau of the Census, "Statistical Abstract of the United States: 1997, (117th edition),
Washington D.C., 1997, p. 769; Eugene AMarin Christiansen, "A New Entitlement,” International
Gaming and Wagering Business, August 1998, p. 3

3. Joe Rutherford, "Resist Expansion of Casino Gambling.” Northwest Mississippi Daily Journal,

September 30, 1995, p. 64
4. National Council of Problem Gambling, Inc. (1993). "The Need for a National Policy on Problem
and Pathological Gambling in America," November |

5. Andrew Quinn, "Studies Find Many Teens Hooked on Gambling,” Philadelphia Inquirer, August 16,
1998

6. Patricia McQueen, "North American Gaming at a Glance," International Gaming and Wagering
Business, September 1998, p.21

7. Kindt, John Warren (1994). Statement before a hearing of the U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Smail Business, September 21.

8. Grinols, Earl L. (1994). Testimony before a hearing of the U.S. House of Representatives
Commitiee on Small Business, September 21.

9. Shapiro, Joseph P. (1996). "America’'s Gambling Fever,” U.S. News & World Report, January 15

10. Biblical Principles Concerning Issues of Importance to Godly Christians,” Plymouth Rock
Foundation; 1984

11. Kindt, John Warren (1994). "The Economic [impacts of Legalized Gambling Activities," Drake
Law Review, vol. 43

12. Peter Keating, "Lotto Fever: We All Lose!” Money, May 1996, pp. 144, 147; Donald E. Miller and
Patrick A. Pierce, "Lotteries for Education: Windfall or Hoax?"” State and Local Governments
Review, Winter 1997, pp. 40-41

13. "Gamblers' Families Lament Losing Side,” The Grand Rapids Press, 23 March 1995, Al14.

14. Norman L. Geisler and Thomas A. Howe, "Gambling a Bad Bet: You Can't Win for Losing in More
Ways Than You Can Imagine,” (Grand Rapids: Revell, 1990)

Additional Sources:

o "Gambling and the Lottery” Tony Evans; 1995
o “Family News From Dr. James Dobson” April and July 1999 newsletter
o “Mational Gambling Impact Study Commission Report” 18 June, 1999
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Homework: Discussion Questions concerning Gambling

o "Is it all right to work for a gambling casino?"” "How about providing a service to one?"”
o "Are the effects of gambling always bad, or can there be positive aspects?”

o "Is 'Destination Gambling' OK for a Christian? (vacation budget allocates a set amount for
gambling)"

o "What about computer games for children that involve play gambling, where no money is
involved - is this OK?"

" 0 "Where does it say in the Bible 'thou shalt not gamble'?"”
o "Is gambling a victimless crime?"
o "What's wrong with Bingo - even churches do that - doesn’t this prove it is OK?"

o "What about: Playing cards; Raffles? Door prizes, The game of Monopoly? Carnival games of
"chance” or "skill?" Scratch cards? Bottle caps with prizes offered?”

o "Is it all right for a church to accept money that has been won in a lottery?"

o "Is it all right to accept Lotto tickets as an inducement to review a company product or
service?"

o "Is flipping a coin to decide an issue considered gambling?"
o “Should winnings from gambling be taxed?”

o “Should the government sanction or even promote gambling - no matter how noble the
reason?”

o "Is gambling a sin?"

o "Is it all right to band together with non-reformed or even non-Christian organizations in
efforts to fight legalizing of gambling?"”

o "If it is OK to drink alcohol as long as it is not abused, why is gambling so bad if it is not
abused and only done as entertainment?
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Homework: What’s wrong with the following Statements?

o "If I hit it big, I'll give half to the church for its new building program”

o "All I have to do is hit it big once, then I'll stop"

o " Some people will always gamble, so why not cqpitalize on it and let the State benefit?"
o "I don't gamble expecting to get rich, but only to have some entertainment”

o "I don't gambie, but others should have the right if they want to" (pro-choice)

o "Somebody is going to win, why not let it be me?"”

o "Sure, the Lottery may hurt some people, but look how much good it does for schools"”

o “Everything in moderation, including gambling”
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Session #24: Extraterrestrials
(Session Qutline)

"And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light”
(2 Cor 11:14)

" The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed
in all kinds of connterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives
those who are perishing” (2 Thess 2:9-10)

1. Introduction: The “possible” becomes “plausible” and leads to the “probable™
o Do you think it is important to have a “Christian” response to the topic of Extraterrestrials?
o Explosion of alien: movies; toys; magazines; books; TV series; etc. has permeated our society
o Some implications for us: evangelistic efforts; man’s uniqueness; ultimate source of life; relevancy of
Christianity to cultural issues
2. A short history
0 Historical “sightings” follow the technology of the day (Ezek 1:15-28 up to present)
0 Modern age of UFQO's began in 1947 (Mt. Rainier) - there has been an increased interest ever since
0 Major waves of “sightings” occurred in 1947 and 1952 and have extended around the world
o Air Force’s Project Blue Book (1947-1967); 701 of 12,618 reports remained “unidentified”
o Polls: 1947 virtually no one thought UFO's as being from space; 1997 45% believe UFO's visited Earth,
31% believe spacecraft crashed at Roswell, 71% believe government knows more than they are saying
o Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI), privately funded study (seti@home), 1.6 M people
o What is the rationale behind this search?
0 What do vou think the resuits have been to date?
3. Explanations for no scientific contact to date (1 Kings 18:16-39)
o Various hypothesis: “Self-destruction”; “Contemplation phase”; “Non-communicative phase”
o Too far away; beyond our search-space; may not use RF spectrum like us; our techniques wrong
o They may be hiding from us
o There may not be any out there!
4. Secular explanations for “encounter’” stories of sincere people are very diverse, however:
o Personal worldview affects a person's view: New Age; Evolution; Scientific inquiry (SETT); Biblical
0 Realistic explanations: natural phenomena (>90%); deliberate hoaxes; demonic spirits
5. The Bible teaches the focus of God’s love is man, and that Satan is a great liar!
o God has the power to create untold other civilizations in the universe if He wanted to
o Bible points to the centrality of the earth in God's creation (Gen 1:1-2,14-16,27; 1 Cor 15:38-41)
o The Bible points to the centrality of man in Goed’s creation (Gen 1:27;31)
0 Man's sin affected the entire universe, not just this world (Rom 8:20-22)
o Earth is where God's Son lived, walked, and died - displaying His infinite love for us
o Why is the universe so large?
o Display God's power and majesty (Psalm 19:1-4; Rom 1:20)
o To captivate man in his curiosity and intellectual powers (Prov 25:2)
o Show how insignificant man is (Job 25:6; Isa 2:22; 40:6-7,22; 51:12; Psalm 78:39; 90:5-6;
103:15-16; 1 Peter 1:24)
o Show the significance of sin (Rom 8:20-22; seconrd law of thermodynamics)
o Show depth of God's love towards His people and the universe (Rom 8:20-21; Rev 21:1-5)
o Instill awe in us, bumble us, fill us with gratitude!
o Satan is powerful and a deceiver, capable of counterfeit miracles and signs (2 Thess 2:9-10; Matt 4:4-8;
7:22-23; 24:24; Rev 13:11-13; 16:12-14; 19:20; Ex 7:12-22; 8:7; Job 1:13-19; 2:7); also:
o His demons indwell and deceive men (Mark 1:26; 5:1-13; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Cor 11:13; 2 Peter 2)
0 He can appear as an angel of light (2 Cor 11:14)
o Satan will try and counterfeit as many of God’s righteous plans as he possibly can
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o Is there any doubt Satan (and his demons) can appear as an extraterrestrial or cause physical
phenomena to occur?
o Three pronged attack by Satan: use of science; “alien™ encounters; occult beliefs
o Christians are to have nothing to do with the occult (Lev 19:26; 20:6; 2 Cor 2:11; Deut 18:10-12;
1sa 47:12-15; Rom 6:16). We are to: .
o Test the spirits to see if they are from God or not (1 John 4:1-3; 1 Tim 4:1; James 4:7-8)
0 Not be naive or ignorant of Satan’s schemes (2 Cor 2:11; Deut 18:10-12; Lev 20:6;
1sa 47:12-15; Jer 10:2)
6. "New Age" association with Extraterrestrial beliefs
o Basic New Age beliefs: higher spirit guides; mankind on brink of a new age of advancement and
cleansing; reincarnation; Christianity hinders progress; over 75% of New Agers believe in UFQOs
o New Age techniques: gradual indoctrination of others; practicing of occultist techniques and enticing
others to participate; formal organizations to publicize (UNARIUS; Raelian Movement; Aetherius
Society; Heaven’s Gate, and many others)
o New Age agenda: prepare mankind for a new era of higher spirituality, harmony, one-world
government, one-world religion (universalism)
7. Bottom Lines - Why are there so many apparently “legitimate” sightings and experiences with what people
believe are extraterrestrials?
o Belief in extraterrestrials provides filler for the spintual vacuum many people have today
o Satan can perform mighty works - even to deceive many that he is an angel of light
o0 The Ultimate Deception Plan is to deceive many about Christ's coming
o Type 1: Some will believe one world government with one ruler that unites the world is at
hand; this will be accomplished with the help of “visitors” (this will be the Anti-Christ, not a
benevolent ruler)(2 Thess 2:5-12)
o Type 2: Some will believe that superior alien being(s) are about to come to help mankind (but
Christ is returning to bring judgment) :
o Type 3: Some will see Christ's return as an invasion from outer space and to be feared and
fought against ’
o Type 4: Some will sec the returning Christ as He is, one bringing judgment of sin, and will
fight against Him because of their own sin
o Type 5: Some will see Christ as the returning Savior and Lord, and rejoice!
d. The real “extraterrestrial” is returning to take His people home! (1 Thess 4:15-18)

References:
1. "Alien Obsession - What Lies Behind Abductions, Sightings, and the Attraction to the Paranormal,”
Ron Rhodes, 1998
2. "UFO Cults and the New Millennium,"” William M. Alnor, 1998
3. "Close Encounters - a Better Explanation,” Clifford Wilson & John Weldon, 1978
4. "Inside the New Age Nightmare;” Randall N. Baer; 1989
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Session #24: Extraterrestrials

Study Review Questions

1. Have you ever seen a UFO (or believe you have been abducted)?

2. What secular explanations come to mind to explain the reports of extraterrestrial sightings?

3. How do you think a person's "worldview" affects their beliefs concerning extraterrestrials?

4. Why do you think the Universe is so large?

5. What Biblical principles do you think apply to this area?

6. What would you say to a Christian that thinks extraterrestrials almost certainly exist?

7. Why do you think extraterrestrials are so “popular” today?
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USAF Fact Sheet 95-03

Unidentified Flying Objects and Air Force
Project Blue Book

From 1947 to 1969, the Air Force investigated Unidentified Flying Objects under Project Blue Book. The
project, headquartered at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, was terminated Dec. 17, 1969. Of a total
of 12,618 sightings reported to Project Blue Book, 701 remained "unidentified."

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an evaluation of a report prepared by the
University of Colorado entitled, "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects; " a review of the
University of Colorado's report by the National Academy of Sciences; previous UFO studies and Air Force
experience investigating UFO reports during the 1940s, '50s and '60s.

As a result of these investigations, studies and experience gained from investigating UFO reports since
19438, the conclusions of Project Blue Book were: (1) no UFO reported, investigated and evaluated by the
Air Force was ever an indication of threat to our national security; (2) there was no evidence submitted to
or discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized as "unidentified" represented technological
developments or principles beyond the range of modern scientific knowledge; and (3) there was no
evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" were extraterrestrial vehicles.

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force regulation establishing and controlling the
program for investigating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. Documentation regarding the former Blue
Book investigation was permanently transferred to the Modem Military Branch, National Archives and
Records Service, Eighth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available
for public review and analysis.

Since the termination of Project Blue Book, nothing has occurred that would support a resumption of
UFO investigations by the Air Force. Given the current environment of steadily decreasing defense
budgets, it is unlikely the Air Force would become involved in such a costly project in the foreseeable
future.

There are a number of universities and professional scientific organizations that have considered UFO
phenomena during periodic meetings and seminars. A list of private organizations interested in aerial
phenomena may be found in "Encyclopedia of Associations,” published by Gale Research. Interest in and
timely review of UFO reports by private groups ensures that sound evidence is not overlooked by the
scientific community. Persons wishing to report UFO sightings should be advised to contact local law
enforcement agencies.

Point of Contact
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Session #24: Extraterrestrials

Homework: Discussion Questions Concerning Extraterrestrials

1."What about Christians that claim to have seen UFO's, or been abducted?"”

2. "If alleged extraterrestrials are demonic - how can they affect believers?"

3. "Aren't hidden (suppressed) memories that are recovered by hypnosis valid?"

4. "What about the controversial physical evidence that supposedly exists, proving
extraterrestrials do exist?"

5. "How do I evangelize those that are caught up in belief in extraterrestrials?"”

6. "Do you believe the government is withholding information on extraterrestrials?"

7. “How would you address the argument that the universe is so large, there has to be other
life out there?”
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Session #25: Movies and TV
(Session Outline)

“Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word”
(Psalm 119:37)

1. Introduction: What has arguably had the most significant impact upon the shaping of our “popular culture”?
a. Who is targeted and why?
b. What messages have become more dominant in the visual media over the last generation?
¢. If the visual media of Movies and TV don’t influence society - why advertise?
2. Biblically, though we have great freedom, we’re called to be modest and not indulge our sinful nature. Careful:
a. How we look (Gen 3:7; 9:20-23; 2 Sam 10:1-5; 1 Tim 2:9-10)
b. What we look at (Psalm 119:37; Job 31:1; Eccl 1:8; 2 Sam 11:2)
¢. What we indulge in (Gal 5:13,16; 6:1-2; James 1:13-15; 1 Cor 6:12)
d. Who we listen to (Psaim 1:1-3)
e. What we think about (Phil 4:8-10)
f. Not to be partners with the darkness around us (Eph 5:1-7; Gal 5:19-21; Rom 1:29-32)
g. How are we partners?
h. Bottom lines:
0 God condemns those who call evil good and good evil (Isa 5:20)
o Christians can disagree on the type or amount of exposure, weaknesses vary (Rom 14)
o Wisdom wouid dictate great caution in what involvement we have in these media
o Be careful when we recommend TV or movies to others (our mind tries to filter)
o As we expose ourselves to the world’s fountain of vile TV and movies - are we doing so for
the glory of God? (1 Cor 10:31)
3. Besides exposure to blatant evil and corrupting influences, there are a number of other dangers to be aware of:
a “Vegging out” is not without affect (exposure; replaces productive work; stops most conversation;
teaches others what is important to us; is this Biblical?) (Eph 2:10; Eccl 2:24-26)
b. This can nurture voyeurism and fantasizing (James 1:13-15; Matt 5:28)
¢. The example we set will be one for others to follow, whether good or bad (Eph 5:3)
d. The more we are exposed to seductive, repulsive, depraved, anti-Christian themes, the more calloused
we can become (Psalm 1:1-3)
e. Exposing children to adult themes too early creates morbid, insecure, troubled and fearful tendencies
{. Does technology or self-regulation offer amy hope? (V-chip for TV’s; ratings guidelines)
o Can give false hope to parents
o May delay any formal legislation restricting spread of pornography and other vile material
o Implements a worldview disgusted by Christian virtue and morals
g. What is touted as “entertainment” is actually “indoctrination” into a worldview hostile to Christianity
4. Are there positive aspects to TV and movies? What do you think?
5. There are a number of practical things we can do at all levels
a. As an individual or parent
o Equip ourselves first - know what is right or wrong
0 Ask ourselves some leading questions:
0 “How is Christ honored by this show?”
0 “Would I be embarrassed to have my mother watch this with me?”
o “If our children shouldn’t be watching something, why are we?”
o “How is this show edifying and instructive to me?”
o “If Christ were here with me, would He be well pleased with me?”
o “How am I fulfilting Phil 4:8-10? by watching this?”
o0 Don’t be naive about the content of movies based upon hearsay
b. As a family
o Establish standards that are as clear as possible, and hold each other accountable to them
o Talk about it together - what would please God? What is more important, pleasing God or
doing the same thing “others” are doing?
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o Children: encourage parents in the standards they’re setting/don’t fight them (Eph 6:1-3)
o0 Parents: don’t follow a different set of standards for yourself from those for your children
o Let other parents know what your expectations are when your children visit other homes
0 Access TV and movie reviews from Christian sources that rate according to type of content,
particularly those that provide detailed descriptions of content and/or viewer feedback
o Talk to others about their impressions of TV programs & movies (be careful - memory lapses)
o If renting videos, a rule of thumb is that older is typically better
o Frequent and support good shows and movies - write the producers and let them know
o When unfortunate times occur and something is watched that is not appropriate
o Discuss it and compare to God’s standard
o If in a movie theater, walk oat and demand your money back (formative on children)
o If TV, change channels and discuss why
o Don’t worry about disappointing your children - they will respect high standards as
iong as they are reasonable and well thought out (understandable)
o Challenge public schools if they use movies to augment their teaching & violate your standards
o What about the technology that is coming down the road (a Ia “CyberPatrol” by Learning
Company). “CyberPatrol blocks out web sites from access. 12 Categories:

o Violence/profanity o Partial nudity o Full nudity

o Sexual acts o Gross depictions o Intolerance

o Satanic/cults o Drugs/drug culture o Militant/extremist
o Questionable/illegal & gambling o Alcohol/tobacco o Sex education

o “American Family Association” filtered out for “intolerance” (racism?)
o Only as good as the one placing the offending web sites on the reject list (what is their
worldview?)
o TV editing systems are becoming available “Curse Free TV, etc.

c. As acitizen

o Boycotts of products advertised on TV shows can be effective if organized?
0 Address the media directly
o Write advertisers describing the offensive material and the linkage of their product
0 Write national media executives & CEO’s of leading broadcast and cable companies
o Encourage those legislators that are fighting against obscenity and indecency
o Contribute your own views on movie reviews in Christian web pages
0 Write to the FCC and complain about the obscenity, etc. when witnessed

d. As a church

References:

1
2

3
4
3
6.
7
8
9

o Ensure Biblical principles are taught relative to our need for purity of our own lives

o Inform members of the dangers resuiting from needless exposure to TV and movies that
are ungodly and anti-Christian in nature

o Provide resource materials to equip members to assess the nature and content of programming
and movies prior to investing time actually watching them (references; URL’s; books; eic.)

o Encourage participation in the legislative process to better control the content of programming

o Call for strict enforcement of existing obscenity and indecency law and encourage their
strengthening

o Call for boycotts by members of offensive shows, movies, and products advertised on them

o Provide alternative materials for use in the home (videos, books, etc.)

. “All that Glitters - A News-Person Fxplores the Worid of Television,” Coleen Cook; 1992
“Warning: Nonsense is Destroying America - The Role of Popular Culture in America’s Social
Problems,” Vincent Ryan Ruggiero; 1994

. “Hollywood vs. America,” Michael Medved; 1992

. “Taking on Donahue and TV Morality,” Dr. Richard Neill; 1994

. World Magazine; June/July 2000 Special Issue on Marriage & the Family
“www_familystyle.com”

. “http://www.christiananswers.net/spotlight/home.htm!”

. “http://www.christiananswers.net/spotlight/tv/home.html”

. “http://www.screenit.com”
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“The Motion Picture Production Code of 1930"

(Hays Code)
(Selected excerpts; complete 12 page Code is available
at “www.grtsreformation.conv/a001/hays-code.html”)

Preamble:

“If motion pictures present stories that will affect lives for the better, they can become the most powerful force for
the improvement of mankind...” ‘

General Principles:

1. “No picture shall be produced that will Jower the moral standards of those who see it. Hence the sympathy of the
audience should never be thrown to the side of crime, wrongdoing, evil or sin.”

2. “Correct standards of life, subject only to the requirements of drama and entertainment, shall be presented”

3. “Law, natural or human, shall not be ridiculed, nor shall sympathy be created for its violation”

Particular Applications:

1. Murder: “The technique of murder must be presented in a way that will not inspire imitation...”

2. Sex: “The sanctity of the institution of marriage and the home shall be upheld. Pictures shail not infer that low
forms of sex relationship are the accepted or common thing...Adultery, sometimes necessary plot material, must not
be explicitly treated, or justified, or presented attractively...In general passion should so be treated that these scenes
do not stimulate the lower or baser element...Sex perversion or any inference to it is forbidden...Sex hygiene and
venereal diseases are not subjects for motion pictures...Scenes of actual child birth, in fact or in sithouette, are never
to be presented...”

3.Vulgarity: “The treatment of low, disgusting, unpleasant, though not necessarily evil, subjects should always be
subject to the dictates of good taste and a regard for the sepsibilities of the audience”

4. Obscenity: “Obscenity in word, gesture, reference, song, joke, or by suggestion (even when likely to be
understood only by part of the audience) is forbidden”

5. Profanity: “Pointed profanity (.....examples...), or every other profane or vulgar expression however used, is
forbidden”

6. Costume: “Complete nudity is never permitted...Undressing scenes should be avoided...Indecent or undue
exposure is forbidden...indecent movements...are forbidden™

7. Dances: “Dances suggesting or representing sexual actions or...indecent movements are to be regarded as
obscene”

8. Religion: “No film or episode may throw ridicule on any religious faith...”

Reasons Supporting the Preamble of the Code

1. “Theatrical motion pictures...are primarily to be regarded as ENTERTAINMENT...the MORAL IMPORTANCE
of entertainment is something which bas been universally recognized. It enters intimately into the lives of men and
women and affects them closely; it occupies their minds and affections during leisure hours; and ultimately touches
the whole of their lives. A man may be judged by his standard of entertainment as easily as by the standard of this
work...So correct entertainment raises the whole standard of a nation... Wrong entertainment lowers the whole living
conditions and moral ideals of a race...”

2. “The motion pictures...reproduce the morality of the men who use the pictures as a mediurm of the expression of
their ideas and ideals...They affect the moral standards of those who, through the screen, take in these ideas and
ideals...the effect may be particularly emphasized because no art has so quick and so widespread an appeal to the
masses. It has become in an ncredibly short period the art of the multitudes™

3. “The motion picture...has special MORAL OBLIGATIONS...Psychologically, the larger the audience, the lower
the moral mass resistance to suggestion...through light, enlargement of character, presentation, scenic emphasis, etc.,
the screen story is brought closer to the audience than the play...Small communities, remote from sophistication and
from the hardening process which often takes place in the ethical and moral standards of larger cities, are easily and
readily reached by any sort of film...”
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Reasons Underlying the General Principles

2. “When right standards are consistently presented,...It builds character, develops right ideals, inculcates correct
principles, and all this is attractive story form...”

3. “Law, natural or human, shall not be ridiculed, nor shall sympathy be created for its violation...By namral law is
understood the law which is written in the hearts of all mankind, the greater underlying principles of right and
justice dictated by conscience...”

Reasons Underlying the Particular Applications

1. “Sin and evil enter into the story of human beings and hence in themselves are valid dramatic material”

2. “In the use of this material, it must be distinguished between sin which repels by its nature, and sins which often
attract...In the first class come murder, most theft...In the second class come sex sins, sins and crimes of apparent
heroism, such as banditry, daring thefs...”

3. “Note: The practice of using a general theatre and limiting its patronage to ‘Adults Only” is not completely
satisfactory and is only partially effective”

1. “The treatment of crimes against the law must not: Teach methods of crime...Inspire potential criminals with a
desire for imitation...Make criminals seem heroic and justified...”

2. “Out of a regard for the sanctity of marriage and the home, the triangle, that is, the love of a third party for one
already married, needs careful handling. The treatment should not throw sympathy against marriage as an
institution...Many scenes cannot be presented without arousing dangerous emotions on the part of the immature, the
young or the criminal classes...In the case of impure love, the love which society has always regarded as wrong and
which has been banned by divine law, the following are important: Impure love must not be presented as attractive
and beatiful. It must not be the subject of comedy or farce, or treated as material for langhter. It must not be
presented in such a way to arouse passion or morbid curiosity on the part of the audience. It maust not be made to
seem right and permissible. In general, 1t must not be detailed in method and manner”

6. “The effects of nudity or semi-nudity upon the normal man or woman, and much more upon the young and upon
immature persons, has been honestly recognized by all lawmakers and moralists. Hence the fact that the nude or
semi-nude body may be beautiful does not make its use in the films moral...Nudity or semi-nudity used simply to put
a “punch” into a picture comes under the head of immoral actions...”

8. “The reason why ministers of religion may not be comic characters or villains is simply because the attitude taken
toward them may easily become the attitude taken toward religion in general. Religion is lowered in the minds of the
audience because of the lowering of the audience’s respect for the minister”

8. “Repellent Subjects: Such subjects are occasionally necessary for the plot. Their treatment must never offend
good taste nor injure the sensibilities of an audience™
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TV Rating Guidelines
(Reference: “TV Parental Guidelines Monitoring Board”
@www.tvguidelines.org)

TVY Al Children: This program is designed to be appropriate for all children. Whether animated or live-action,
the themes and elements in this program are specificalty designed for a very young audience, includeing
children from ages 2-6. This program is not expected to frighten younger children.

TVY7 Directed to Older Children: This program is designed for children age 7 and above. It may be more
appropriate for children who have acquired the developmental skills needed to distinguish between make-
believe and reality. Themes and elements in this program may include mild fantasy violence or comedic
violence, or may frighten children under the age of 7. Therefore, parents may wish to consider the
suitability of this program for their very young children. Note: for those programs where fantasy violence
may be more intense or more combative than other programs in this category, such programs will be
disignated TV-Y7-FV.

TVG General Audience: Most parents would find this program suitable for all ages. Although this rating does
not signify a program designed specificalty for children, most parents may let younger children watch this
program unattended. It contains little or no violence, no strong language and little or no sexual dialogue
or situations.

TVPG Parental Guidance Suggested: This program contains material that parents may find unsuitable for
younger children. Many parents may want to watch it with their younger children. The theme itself may
call for parental gnidance and/or the program contains one or more of the following: moderate violence
(V), some sexual situations (S), infrequent coarse language (L), or some suggestive dialogue (D).

TV14 Parents Strongly Cautioned: This program contains some material that many parents would find
unsuitable for children under 14 years of age. Parents are strongly urged to exercise greater care in
monitoring this program and are cautioned against letting children under the age of 14 watch unattended.
This progam contains one or more of the following: intense violence (V), intense sexual situations (S),
strong coarse language (L), or intensely suggestive dialogue (D).

TVMA Mature Andience Only: This program is specifically designed to be viewed by adults and therefore may

be unsuitable for children under 17. This program contains one or more of the following: graphic
violence (V), explicit sexual activity (S), or crude indecent language (L).

Motion Picture Ratings

G General Audiences All ages admitted

PG Parental guidance suggested Some material may not be suitable for children

PG-13 Parents strongly cautioned Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13
R Restricted Under 17 requires accompanying parent or adult guardian

NC-17 No one 17 and under admitted
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One Family’s Covenant Together About Watching Movies
{Rate Yourself)

1. The movie must specifically glorify God in His person. It is not enough that it is “not bad”, but it must be
“good” in the way it glorifies God. It must not ignore God; practical atheism is not enough. It should address Him
(Eph 1:12; 1 Cor 10:31)

2. We will not watch known non-Christian actors pretending to pray or worship as if they are Christians. We
should not pay people to take God’s name in vain (Prov 28:9; Matt 6:7)

3. We will not watch movies that take God’s name in vain. We will immediately stop watching any movie that
does so. If some substitute word is used (such as gosh), we will stop and explain if it is not used as an equivalent to
God’s name, but if it is used meaning “God” it is profanity (Ex 20:7; Lev 24:15)

4. We will not watch or listen to other cursing (i.c. with words other than the name of God)(Eph 5:4)

5. We will not watch videos on Sunday - uniess it is a Bible study (Ex 20:8)

6. We will not watch videos when our daily work is not yet done, or when our family or personal worship is
neglected (Ex 20:9)

7. The message in the movie must uplift parental and other godly authority. You should be convinced that we as
parents would be pleased with it (Ex 20:12)

8. Any violence in a movie must be necessary for the furtherance of the story, and must be in the context of God’s
judgment on evil (Ex 20:13; Phil 4:8)

9. No unmarried actors should be playing married couples, if they are kissing or hugging, etc. beyond what a sister
or brother could properly do (Ex 20:14; 1 Tim 5:2)

10. The movies we watch must encourage godly character. We will not watch movies that stimulate worldly
appetites. The handsome, attractive worldling must not capture our affection (1 John 2:15-16)

11. We will not watch anything that displays a woman in immodest clothing (revealing dress, low-cut, swimsuit)
or in a seductive role (Prov 5:20; 5:3-4)

' 12. f unmarried people are depicted as interested in each other, the relationship between them must be pursued
according to “courtship” vice “dating” principles. No glorification of sinful activity (Eph 5:3)

13. We will not violate copyright laws to view anything (Ex 20:15; Rom 13:1)

14. We will not rent or buy any Universal Studios products (since I vowed never to do so due to their blasphemous
release of “The Last Temptation of Christ”). We will not pay for any Disney product as long as the American
Family Association is boycotting them or as long as Disney continues it’s anti-Christian direction Num 30:2)

15. The history presented in any “based on fact” story must be generally accurate (no “Pocohantas™ type rewriting
of history). We must stop viewing to correct any doctrinal errors we find, We will not complain if this interrupts
the story (Ex 20:16; Psalm 100:5)

16. The music must not be “rock” but must be spiritually uplifting (Gal 5:16-17)

17. We will not watch a movie that violates these principles, based on most of it being OK. We will consider
whether it is OK to buy such a movie and dub out the “bad™ parts (Psalm 1